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Rae/Edzo, N. W. T. 
August 11, 1976. 
(PROCEEDINGS RESUMED PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT) 

THE COMMISSIONER: Ladies 
and gentlemen, I will call our hearing to order this 
afternoon. 

I think that many of you 
were here on Monday evening and again last evening, 
so I won't repeat any of the things I said then. I 
think we'll just begin, if that's all right with the 
Chief and the Band Council and the other people here 
and if it's all right with whoever is running this 
radio over to my left. 

So,”fti think, we’ bknwust 
begin with people who are anxious to speak. 

(JIM RABESCA RESUMED AS INTERPRETER) : 

MR. J. RABESCO: We would 

like to call on the President of Indian Brotherhood 


to speak. George Erasmus. 


GEORGE ERASMUS, resumed: 


MR. ERASMUS: Thank you very 


much. I'm very happy to be here. A little over two 
years ago I had the pleasure of speaking to you as 
the Director of community development for the Indian 
Brotherhood. 

.I now have the honor of 
speaking as President of the Indian Brotherhood and 
chief spokesman for the Dene people. 

Now that you are in Rae, 


I thought it was appropriate that the statement I am 
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making now by my Vice-president and myself, I thought 


it was appropriate that we make a statement since you 


have heard the people from Aklavik to Fort Smith and 
this is really the conclusion of the community 
hearings and the major contribution of the Dene 
community people. 

What I would like to do 
today is give what I think is an overview, a summary | 
of what our people have been saying to you and take 
a look at the experience of the Inquiry in the context 
of Dene history; in the context of Dene history as 
it relates to our past; in the context of Dene history 
as it relates to the Dene as we are present; and the 
Inquiry process as will relate to us as Dene people 
as a nation in the future. 

As community people, as 
older people particularly have told you, long before | 
the Europeans decided to look for the East, the meee 
and discover this land, the Dene lived here. We had 
our own way of life. We had our own laws by which 
we governed ourselves. We had our own laws by which 
young people were taught. We had our own ways of 
worship. We had our own education system. We had a 


x 


complete way of life. 

We called ourselves Dene. 
Simply translated, we were the people as different 
from the animals. With the coming of the Europeans, 
we experienced a new way of life. Before the coming 
of the Europeans, we the Dene defined history in our 


own terms. We decided the kind of communities we 
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wanted to be. We decided the way we wanted to live. 
With the coming of the Europeans, we felt the 
experience of a way of life in which we were supposed 
to be inferior. 


We were not defining life 


any longer. History was being defined for us. A 


new kind of education system was set up for us. 
Everything that was imposed on us was teaching us how 
not to regard ourselves as a specific people, how to 
disconnect ourselves from the historical past that is 
specifically a unique experience of the Dene and the 
whole experience, up until now, has been that we Dene 
should forget who we are and we should now assimilate 
into a superior way of life. 

We should become Canadians. 
We should forget our specific difference. Evidence 
of the experience of the Dene being colonized was 
that life and history was being defined for us. It 
was being imposed on us and we were not anymore the 
actors. We were being acted upon even to the point 
where we were being named. We have been. called 
Indians. We have been called non-status Indians. 

We have been called Metis. 

All of this is an imposed 
kind of world on the Dene. We have always known who 
we were, particularly the old people have always 
remembered who we were. Anytime that we accept this 
kind of definition of the world, we are accepting 
the whole process of being colonized. We are 


accepting our repression. I have said that you are 
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our last hope. 

It is true that the Inquiry 
has played an important role in the history of the | 
Dene nation. But I think that really you are not 
our only hope. The Inquiry has been a form in which 
nationally we have been able to look at the valley 
and focus attention on the kinds of developments that | 
have been planned for the valley and on a national 


level, people have asked themselves, is this a good 


| 
| 
| 
plan and why is it a good plan and who will itbenefit. | 

I think internationally this | 
has been a form in which we have given an example 
to the international community on how major See 
like the pipeline, should be approached, But the 
truth of the matter is, those people that say that | 
this Inguiry is our last hope are accepting the fact 
that the Dene have been colonized and they believe 
that only the colonizers can act and that the hopes 
of the Dene are in those same people who have colonized 
us. 

That is not true. That can 
never be true of any oppressed people. It is only 
we, the Dene, that can guarantee our future. It is 
only by our actions that we can get the kind of 
settlement we want, that we can develop the kind of 
communities in the North that we want. You have been 
with us for over two years now. I think you have come, 
you have entered the Dene nation at a crucial time, | 


at a time when we have just been--we have experienced 


colonization for over fifty years and we have now 
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| 
begun to reassess the kind of future that we want for 
ourselves. | 
We, as a people, are deciding 
whether or not it's .a simulation into the Canadian 
fabric that is our future or else, do we as a distinct 
people want to continue our nation? You have heard 
old people speak of the way of life a long time ago. 
You have heard young people speak about the kind of 
education system they have been involved in. You have 
heard us talk to ourselves. Young es have talked 


to old people. Old people have talked to young 


people. 


Inguiry has been a process =) 
in which we have been decolonizing ourselves. | 
struggle is for self-determination. We want to be in| 
charge of our lives and our future. Very recently, _ 
the Prime Minister in addressing the Queen stated that! 
anytime that there is an element within Canada that 
struggles to preserve its integrity, Canada as a whol 
is being protected. 

I think we agree that our 
struggle is in the interests of Canada as a whole. 
We are willing to settle for nothing less than to be 
able to direct our lives. Last. year at Fort Simpson 
at the Joint General Assembly of the Metis Associatio 
and Indian Brotherhood, we passed the Dene Declaration. 
We stated we were a nation. Some people thought this | 
was a new position. But there is nothing new in that | 
idea. We were simply stating the same position that 


our people have always had. It was the same position 
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that the leaders at the signing of Treaties 8 and ll | 
had. 
I'm not talking about the version 
that's written in the Treaties. What's written on the 
pieces of paper that represent what is recorded in 
Canadian history as Treaties 8 and 11 is that the 
Dene of the valley sold their land, gave up the right 
to govern themselves. That is not the kind of treaty 


our people passed. 


Our people have never given 
up the right £o govern themselves. Our people have 
never given up this land. The reason that the native 
organizations were formed, the reason that the Indian 
Brotherhood was formed was for the same thing. Our 
people were experiencing thie: our version of the 
Treaty was not being met even though we had never 
given up the land, oven though we had never given up | 
the right for somebody else to make decisions for us. 

We had never given up the 
right for another institution, another government 
to make decisions on this land that was being 
continually done. We needed the organizations to 
regain that kind of authority. The Caveat Hearings 
with Judge Morrow, the ceemiaeny there, the evidence 
there; it's consistent. Our people did not give up 
the land, did not give up the right to govern 
themselves. 

When our people meet with 
government officials, the position is always the same. 


Our people always work on the basis that they have the 
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right to make decisions. They have the right to 


direct their own lives. They have the right to be | 
able to decide when dams are going to be built; when 
the Mackenzie Highway should be built; when the pipe- 
line should be built, if ever; when new cities should 
be built. | 
This is the same kind of | 
evidence that has been presented before the Judge 
consistently at all of our community hearings. Our 
people keep putting the same position forth. What 
we want is self-determination. In our eyes, we never 
ever gave that away. That position has been 
consistent. The Dene Declaration was not dreamt | 
up last summer. It's a position that represents the 
actions of our people condimeenuay throughout our | 
history. | 
It's in evidence recorded | 
at community hearings and at formal hearings in the | 
Berger Inquiry records. Over the past year some peopl 
have looked at the kind of internal dialogue, the 
kinds of process that the Brotherhood was in and some 
people have thought it had stemmed from disputes 
which were based on things like the Dene Declaration. 
: This ie not true. What has 
been happening is our people have been working out 
the correct role for territorial leaders, the correct 
role for local leaders, the correct role of community | 
people. The position has remained the same from Seen | 


before the starting of the organizations. What was 


needed was a leader that would give control back to 
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| 
| 
| 
the people, diversity at our general assembly in | 
Norman. The local representatives of all the twenty- | 
five communities that came made a historical decision | 
that the power should not be in the hands of the | 
president. The power should be in the hands or the | 
twenty-five communities together. 

Since then, we have begun | 
the work to internally again give back the kind of | 
decision, authority that local people need. The 
government of the Dene before the Europeans was one 
of collective agreement. We did not have people, 
leaders sit by themselves somewhere and make decisions 
and come back and impose them on our people. We are 
not going to have an organization that does that. 

What has been happening in | 
the past year has begun work on a new kind of | 
organization, a new kind of government in which | 
decisions will be as close to the basis of the people 
as possible. The decision that is before the Dene 
people today as it has been now since Confederation, 
since the beginning of Canada as a nation, for the 
original people, for the native people, is, do we 
assimilate? Do we remain distinct people? 

For us in the valley here, 
it's a decision. Do we want to continue on as Dene 
people or do we want to forget that and be like 
everybody else? The decision before us, I think, has 
been made already and people are acting on it. It's 
clearly that we want to remain as Dene people. We 


do not want to assimilate. 
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We have no illusions that 
that is not a difficult thing that we have gotten 
ourselves into. We know that our struggle because 
of the powers that be in the world will be difficult, 
but as a people, we have decided for self-determi- 
nation. We want to be our own boss. We want to 
decide on our land, what is going to happen. It's 
not as some people keep referring to as looking back. 
We are not looking back. We do not want to remain 
static. 

We do not want to stop the 
clock of time. Our old people when they talk about 
how the Dene ways should be kept by young people and 


they talk about stopping the pipeline until we settle 


our land claims. They are not looking back. They are 


looking forward. They are looking as far ahead in 
the future as they possibly can .and so are we all. 

Our position is, there can 
be no pipeline until after our land claims. Again, 
the reason why I started out by saying that this 
Inquiry is not our last hope is because,if we are 
going to survive and we aré going to guarantee that 
in a hundred and two hundred years there are going to 
be Dene, that can only be guaranteed by our actions, 
the actions of the Dene to make that happen. 

There is no question, there 
can possibly be no question on whether or not the 
Dene nation exists and I think that Mr. Berger, you 
probably more than anyone else, now knows that there 


exists a Dene nation. There has existed a Dene natio 
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for a long time and this can happen to be the case 


for a long time in the future if we, the Dene, decide 


we want to remain Dene and that is what we intend to 
des 
That's all I wanted to say. 


I would like to thank the Chief and the Band Council 


for letting us speak so soon. I think we were on the 


agenda a little later in the afternoon. Thank you 
very much. 
(PETER LISK TRANSLATES THE ABOVE INTO DOGRIB) 
CHIEF CHARLO, resumed: 


CHIEF CHARLO: You are here 


to hear the Dogrib people opinions and views on the 


pipeline. Mr. Berger, through you the people feel 
that and hope that we have the Government of Canada 
to hear our opinions on the pipeline because the 
government will make a gross error if they ignore 
the words of the Indian people who raise their views 
atsthis.Inguiry. 

I would like at this time 
to say a few words, my feelings on the pipeline and 
the people have spoke for the last two days. Also, 
every group of people, whether they are the whites, 


Metis or Dogrib have a history and us, the Indian 


people, the Dogrib people or Chipewyan, we also have 


a history behind us. 


We, the Indian people, durin 


the time the White man came to our land, we have had 
no whatsoever of history been recorded. When the 


people were talking to you like yesterday and today, 
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the old people, especially the old people; they do 
not read, they are not educated. They talk from 
their hearts and whatever they say, they see from 
their eyes and when they're talking about the cold 
weather and that they experienced, that's what they 


felt. 


I would like to go back when 


the Treaty was signed, the reason the Treaty was 
signed. Before that there was two tribes in the 
Territories. One was the Chipewyan. The other one 
was the Dogrib tribe. There was two leaders in 
Territories. The first tribe that was to meet with 
the White people was the Chipewyan and during that 
time, some of them explored our country. They have 
a hard time meeting our people. 

So, when the White people 
explored it, they provided the Chipewyan tribes with 
rifles so it makes them easier for them to make a 
passage to their destination. But this is not 
successful and just a few years before the Treaty, 
Edzo and Akaitcho, they make peace and this is what 
we have been living up to now. When the White man 
first come into Northwest Territories as they did 


when they discovered North America in 1492, they see 


the land of plenty; and the same when they see North- 


west Territories. They see the land with forests, 


minerals and this is explored site but the only way 


they can get control over all this land are the 


resources by the Treaty. 


As the old Chief at that 
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| 
| 
time, the leaders as they know what they were aenine 4 
I don't see where they have signed Treaty until now. | 
In 1921 the Treaty was signed between Chief Murphy and 
the Government of Canada. During that time, there was 
only one translator and many of the Dogrib people at 
that time are not educated and I would like to say 
that as if the translator was trustworthy at that 
time and I'm just saying that we tried to get it. 
After the Treaty was signed, 
the people were forced to give up their land, 
surrender their land and they did not know this, and 
after they give up their land, the people from the 
Southern explore our country, just started mining but 
the ©: people were busy hunting year round ‘but they 
not too busy looking what foreign people are doing 


on their country. This is a very example I'd like 


to give. It happened in 1939 before the Yellowknife 
Mine was open. 

Yellowknife Mine, the gold 
was discovered by one of the Dogrib ladies. Then the 
lady that turned the rocks over to the White person 
and the White person turned around and this rock is 
nothing. A couple of years later that person who 
took the rock with him, he brought more people with 
him from South. They started mining. So, the 
Yellowknife Mine was discovered by one old lady from 


the Yellowknife tribes. 


Another instance is the 


Rae Rock Mine. It's fourty miles north of here. 


Uranium Mine, that was discovered by the old man who 
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is living today, Mr. Harry Black. He turned the 

rock over to one of the prospectors and then he never 
heard from that person for a few years and when they 
returned, the mine was open. 

Now, all these things are 
happening every day. Like you've been here with us 
today for the last few days, listen to the old people. 
You are representing Canada. I think the old people, | 
like myself and the young people, we are getting 
tired. We tire because this is not the first time 
the government officials come to our communities and 
listen to us to take back their reports with them to 
Ottawa and in turn, we get nothing. 

We haven't heard what our-- 
of the outcome of our meetings. We have meetings | 
almost every day, every month, every year since the | 
Treaty was signed. We would like to be able to be | 
involved in decision making like our leaders have 
made decisions at Treaty time. After Treaty, you have 
the different government come to your communities and 
meet with our Band Council and they say, we bring 
these government officials to help you people. 

As such, the government 
agency is Territorial government and this government 
will do your people for better living for your 
people in Northwest Territories. But the people 
accept this but they also make mistake. Our Treaty | 
was to have our rights and we have a right to hunt 
but it is no longer anymore. It's coming gradually 


and pretty soon the people will have trap lines and 
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they will have no way to trap. This is a reason I 
will give you is when the Territorial Government 
came to Northwest Territories under the Federal 
Government and the Federal Government have meeting 
that they allow the commercial fishery to come into 
Territories. The first lake they fished was Great 
Slave Lake and before the fishermen come to Great 
Slave Lake, there was trout, there was all kinds of 
fish there. 

From talking to the old 
people, anytime you throw the hooks in the lake, you 
would get a trout. There is no problem there. But 
if you do now, you have to wait for quite awhile 
before you catch anything and this is a concern that 
old people are talking sis CTH and this is what two 
days and three days meeting you can see, because you 
have to live with re for a year or two years until 
you see what we're talking about. 

Another thing is that when 
the Treaty was signed and we've been a Treaty like 
the government and everytime the government official 
come to our people, they come to the Chief and our 
councillors and they take in the Chief's and the 
councillor's advice. But now phe Chief are down. 
It's way down. We have other things that come in 
from the South. We know it is happening but we are 
not involved. 


If they bypass us, we don't 


know what's happening and the elderly that are making 


decisions about development in Territory is the 
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Territorial Government with the Federal Government. 
The oil company with the Federal Government and all 
these companies are making decisions. 

Before the Treaty was signed, 
this land was ours and the government make us give 
up our land. We'd like to be able to say something 
what will be happening on our land in the future 
from now on. The Treaty was signed in 1921. Treaty 
number 11 is written in black and white that the 
Commissioner has signed the Treaty with the Indians 
said, you Indian people give up your land, surrender 
your land. 

In return, you people can 
live on your land and hunt but the people do not 
understand this until now. This will come more 


gradually within last few years. The Treaty is not 


what the people have signed. The people have signed 
to let the white people come to our country. That 
was what the people, old people are saying. 

So, after 1954 till 1976 
is a time where a lot of people are still--started 
coming into Northwest Territories. In 1954 that's 
when they started the Mackenzie Highway. But before 
any White people--a lot of people that come into our 
country are people you see who live peaceful and 
they're living on our land. On land, they make 
their living. But before the highway came into our 
communities, a lot of our old people helped the 


White people, traders. 


A lot of our old people now- 
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adays that help Hudson Bay Company and other business 
companies and deliver mail to the Resolution, they | 
had to travel from here to Resolution and that's a 
couple of hundred miles by just oar and sometimes 

they were lucky, they sail back and forth and down 
Mackenzie River. 

There's a lot of our old 
people that haven't told you this yet but some of 
these things that are happening, how the people, our 
people helped the White people as it is now. I just 
wonder sometimes if the Treaty wasn't signed, what 
it would be like today. The people--the land at 
one time belonged to the people but all this time the 
Indian people have been ignored because we have a lot 
of greedy people that come around and they started 
mining and they start exploring, they start fishing. | 


But what are the people 





getting out of it. The original people of this land 
are not getting nothing and until today, they are 
still getting nothing. For this reason, Mr. Berger, 
for this pipeline, I have totally agreed with the 
people that have spoke in different communities, 
that they are not in favor of the pipeline and also 
the people that have spoke in Rae for the last two 
days, all of them are against the pipeline and as a 
Chief for Dogrib nation, when I speak, I also speak 
for the Lac LaMartre and Rae Lakes. 

I don't like to say much 
more but I would like to say that we are against 


pipeline until the land settlement. So again, no 
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pipeline until land settlement. Thank you. 
(JIM RABESCA RESUMED AS INTERPRETER) : 

ALEXIS ARROWMAKER, sworn: 

THE INTERPRETER: First of 
all, the former Chief. His name is Alexis Arrowmaker. 
He says I'd like to welcome the Inquiry and all the 
staff that are surrounding with hin including all the 
visitors that are here today. Since everybody seems 
to have an:lopportunity to speak, and all of a sudden 
somebody asked me to speak, so I appreciate their 
remarks and then I've got the time to speak to you, 
he says. 

I'd like to bring up at least 
four or six points and I'd like to bring them a piece 
at a time. Then when you sort of kiss the Bible or 
saying something that, you know, you've got to believe) 
in whatever you have to say and then something like | 
you're appearing in front of a judge. Then you pretty 
well have to make some decisions how to get by. With 
a court case or something like that, I think it's 
something that is very serious to me, he says. 

‘Now, he says, when people 
make decisions with one another and that is pretty 
well have to be remembered and possible recorded and 
make some agreements that something like that. In 
thé past, when the Treaty was signed, everything was 
agreed upon and then if it wasn't for anything, that 
the pipeline could have been going through today. 

But the reason why the Treaty 


was signed in those days was because the white people, 
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they might have to trespass over the native land and 
just in case of starvation, the native people got the 
right and agreed with the Government of Canada to 
help him out. It wasn't agreed to have a pipeline 

or any development to appear on a native land in the 
future. 

He says, when the native 
people say the land is ours, that's exactly what it 
is and there's no way around it. Then the land, 
including the Eskimos, Metis and Indians all alike 
and then the native people that are born over here, 
they are born on their own land and exactly what's 
going to happen, they have to die on their own land. 
They are not going to be buried over in the southern 
part of Canada or anywhere wae in the world. 

Since 1968 all the band 
chiefs, as I remember, they have been travelling a 
fair amount and covered the Northwest Territories and 
held a lot of meetings amongst themselves to see what 
might happen in the future and yet they decided that 
they don't want any development to appear within the 
native land at that time and yet we made an agreement 
and all our recordings of our minutes went to the 
government to make sure that no development has to 
appear in the Northwest Territories. 

Yet, it looks to me that 
somebody is not looking or keep his promise yet. We 
know that there is a lot of talks about the pipeline 
lately and there's a lot of people that present 


their case and we've been hearing them through the 
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radios and also that in any settlement, there's 
always--has to be a white people living there, living 
amongst the Indians. There's Metis people and there' 
ali “Kinds orf people living in one settlement. 

Before any hearings to be 
in any community, those’ people, they gather and 
agree upon whether they| should have the pipeline 
come through any part cf Northwest Territories. So, 
it must have happened id every settlement and here 
we are in our settlement like in Rae, we did have a 
meeting amongst One and decided. Even the 
Priest and any other pelple that lived with us, they 
all agreed with us. Al. the white people that are 
living within our setti2ment, they do agree that we 
all don't want the pip¢line td come through within 


the Northwest Territories. 


| We see on the map there that | 


they are over in Alask} side of it but we see that 


there is a pipeline tht is under construction alread 





I don't know how the ritive people down there or the 
people down in that pact of the world happen to make 
such a decision to get those people the right to put 


the pipeline through /fheir land and with all due 





respect, that we do /inderstand what's happening along 
that route. \ 
| Certainly we don't want to 


experience--after cha \at we experience, we don't 


\ 
} 
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/ \ 
want to see the pipelije over here in our side of 
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/ 
the Territories. / We dq understand or we know in a 
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lot of occasions that tle government had to make some 
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sort of a decision with the other white societies and 
possible different companies or different business 
people and other private enterprise. 

They are the people that 
are trying to make all Kinds of decisions within 
the native land. They act something like whether 
they stayed in the Northwest Territories at least 
over a hundred years, to be responsible for making 
decision over in Northwest Territories. The people 
here in Northwest Territories are not in favor of 
having a pipeline come through their Territory. 

Yet, there is always a 
possibility of transporting the oil out of the 
Territories. Another possibility could be that-- it 
could be railed in from Aklavik all the way up to 


the South. We know that the pipeline is not some- 


thing that the native people always looking forward. 
There's always something better than the pipeline 
that people could be doing or looking forward to. 
They know that the pipeline 
is very dangerous thing to look at it from the public 
eyes. Supposing while you are just sitting there 
and thinking about the Government of Canada making 
decisions for us; and every native people in North- 
west Territories, they got their own government 
which is so-called Dene. We don't have any other 
government. The possibility--you probably might 
want to go and recommend something to your government 


but we got something to recommend to our own 


government. 
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If you want to listen to 
your government--there's a possibility you probably 
might listen to your government but we like to listen 
to our government, which is our Dene people, he says. 
He says, we are not trying to give anybody a hard 
time. We are proposing something that we want, what 
we want to do in the future with our land. It's 
not something that you people should do and create 
any new development within the Northwest Territories 
is not what we want. 

If we want anything done 
in Northwest Territories, we pretty well have to be 
consulted at least. So far as the regards of the 
land, the native people, they use the land a lot and 
we understand or we know that they don't spoil the 
land because they know-~they like to keep their 
land as healthy as possible.. If we want to go down 
to at least-- make a trip down to Inuvik or 


Aklavik area, we always could fly over there and we 


see the land looks like something like a checkerboard 


Tt's all cut up to pieces and sometimes it makes me 
wonder who in hell is dof 88: 

I'm pretty damn sure it is 
White people that do spoil all the lands like that, 
tearing the land apart. Native people, they use 
their own bush and live off the land. They know how 
to go and make their own private trails or possibly 
make a trapline or something like that, but they 


make good use of it. They don't go and spoil the 


land. 
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| 
| 

Well, I'd like to--I'm not 
in favor of development in such a way, he says. Then 
we native people, we call ourselves Dene and we know 
how to handle the lands andit's possible that we got 
our own experts. That's if you people want to travel 
on the land, at least you should consult our own 
expertise. To talk about Yellowknife Mine, he says, 
we've heard so many stories about arsenic. If there was 
some expertise, like you said the other day, where 
were they before such a thing as arsenic didn't 
have to appear on that basis? 

He said, I've talked to a lo 
of people down the river and when I speak to the 
people, I don't usually speak for myself. I spoke 
to the people throughout horéwent Territories, all 


the native people involved. I don't like to hear 


that the government owns this land. To begin with, 
the land doesn't belong to the government at all. 
They are living in our land. So, that's not their 
land. They we living right on our land. They are 
supposed to be working for us. 

He says, since the education 
became involved for native people in Northwest 
Territories, it seems to me like all the young people 
are well educated or the education nowadays, it seems 
like what the government intention is to have native | 
people or persuade native people to become like ar act 1 


White people and there's no way that we native people 


want to lose our culture. There was no such thing 
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as culture involved to have native people. There's | 
no way they are going to change native people or have | 
them like white man. 

Well, for example, he says, 
now there is--probably I could mention one good 
example in regards to the pipeline, he says. Then 
there's such thing as pollution. You go down to the 
Town Hall right now and there is a little piece of 
paper posted on the wall saying this water is not 
fit to drink. This water is polluted. Although there 
is no pipeline right in this lake, but the doctor 
says not to have anybody drink any water out of this 
lake. 

Supposing a pipeline came 
through and then we want to aethk something and we 
don't want to end up drinking oil or anything like 
that, he says. Satketing like that is going to 
pollute for sure, he says. That's the reason why 


native people are so much against and spoke against 


Well, I'd liké to sort of 
ask them a question to the oil company people. I'm 
just wondering how you people are going to end up 
handling the pipelines or the Sues installing it 
and maybe you might have to weld it together or 
handle it with a cat or something like that and you 
probably might get into rust or something like that 
and I wonder how polluted you think--or it might be 


affecting the land. 


| 

| 

the pipeline, he says. 
THE COMMISSIONER: This is 
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Mr. Workman of Arctic Gas. 

MR. WORKMAN: Yes, I don't 
think there'd be any problem regarding rust on the 
pipeline. The pipe would be all coated with special 
paper, tarred paper, to prevent any rusting from 
happening. We are pretty confident there'd be no 
pollution coming from the pipe itself. 

THE INTERPRETER: When you 
ask question like that, it's not that you are always 


in favor of the pipeline. I hope you don't get me 


wrong there, he says. I'm not in favor. Just because 


I'm asking questions doesn't mean that I'm in favor 
of pipeline. But nowadays things are changing 
rapidly, he says. Then there's always a possibility 
of things are happening and then there's a forest 
fire burning right now, he says, right along the 
route where you think it might be possible of having 
a pipeline coming through. 

Yet, probably in the future 
there will be no money to put it out. Then there's 
always a good chance of a thunder storm. Things 


like that might affect the pipeline and if anything 


like that struck the pipeline, I wonder how safe it's 


x 


going to end up being. 

Well, we had a lot of 
discussions am a lot of meetings amongst ourselves 
about the pipeline on a lot of occasions. We do 
understand that we native people are talking about 
something like four hundred and fifty thousand 


square miles and we decided a lot of times that we 
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don't want any development within the Northwest 
Territories. 

Yet, before even a land 
claim can be settled, that's our agreement amongst 
ourselves. We are the native people. Yet supposing 
if the land claim was settled with the native Deeple, 
and it's not the point that we want to have the 
pipeline people coming back to us and saying that we 
want to have a discussion about another Inquiry, maybe 
about having the possibility of putting a pipeline 
through Northwest Territories. 

Supposing that happened, we 
still wouldn't want to agree with a pipeline, even 
right after the land claim was settled. We still 
don't want to agree with it, he says, because there's 


always a good chance of having it railed in. | 





Well, I sort of don't agree 
with having the hearings in every settlement. The 
way the conduct of the hearings in every settlement, 
I don't sort of agree with it, he says. I don't 
think it's fair to go and consult with one band 
chiefs at a time to make sure whether they should 
agree with the pipeline or not. We don't know what 
the next chief is going to say because they are 
supposed to meet together and discuss the matter 
with them themselves. 

I was just hoping that in 
the very near future you should meet with all the 
band chiefs, twenty-five chiefs together, and discuss 


it with them to make sure whether they are agreeable 
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or not, instead of coming into every settlement and 
visiting with one chief and his councillors arid his 
band. 

Surely we listen to the 
CBC and all the things that are happening within the 
Northwest Territories but not every home has still 
got a radio to listen to what's happening. So, in 
order to make a good report to the Government of 
Canada, I think you pretty well have to listen to 
the people first and then you must listen to a lot 
of old people down on the river. Like, for instance, 
I visited down the river on some occasions, he says. 
I've been down the river a few occasions. I met with 
a lot of people that you already visited those 
communities. 


They come around and tell 


me that the Inquiry people were here. They talked 

to them, told them about all--how effective the 
pipeline is going to be for us, for our future. Mayb 
in the last minute, he probably might come around to 
your community and talk about the--or have the 
hearings over there and those people come around and 


told me to support those people. 


I know how bad the feelings 
they got. Supposing I was the Commissioner of the 
Inquiry. Maybe I'll listen to the people. That's 
the reason why I'm still protecting those people 
there, he says. I surely like to feel the poor 


people down the river, that's if you've got a heart. 


Well, since I heard a lot of 
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A. Arrowmaker 


the Inguiry coming into Fort Rae, he says, and then 
I didn't know whether if I might get the opportunity 
to speak to you. I understand these White people, 
when they want to do something, they work on their 
own without consulting people and I'm one of the 
members from this band and I'like to get consulted 
before anything might happen or at least express my 
concern. 

Now, that we both understand 
one another, I hope you agree with me and then I 
don't necessarily have to agree with you but I hope 
you agree with me because something like that is very 
important for the native people. You must be a wise 
guy down South in order to be chosen from the 
Government of Canada to do Fnguey over here. But, 
however, we like the way you conduct your work and 
then if you've got some feelings for native people. 

I would like to see you end 
up coming out with a good report not to agree with 
the Government of Canada to have the pipeline go’ 
through. We, as native people, we urge the governmen 
not to have the pipeline eéme through, through you, 
and I hope you take our message right across to the 
Government of Canada nice and SONMAERITY 

Right now a lot of people 
do have the opportunity to speak and they must have spoke 
pretty well, so did I and a lot of other people that 
I listened to. When they come home and they have 
nothing to eat, but yet they want to express their 


concern. The reason why they want to express their 
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concern because the land is very important for them. 


They haven't got anything to eat, I suppose, but if 


they want to go out on the lake or go fishing or 


something like that, they could live off the land 
nice and easily. 

Then we expect you to help 
the native people and write out a good report about 
them, he says. I'd like to thank you for listening 
or taking up your time for listening to me, he says. 
I'd sure like to make my last remark saying that we, 
as Dene people, don't want the pipeline to come 
through. Thank you. 

TED BLONDIN, sworn: 

(PETER LISK SWORN AS INTERPRETER) ? 

THE WITNESS: My name 
is Ted Blondin. I have listened to the statements | 
made by people along the Mackenzie River and I have | 
listened to their pleas for no development before 
land claims. 

The same holds true here. 
What I am going to talk about today is to prepare 
ourselves for the land claims and for any other 
development following, including the pipeline. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Excuse 
me, Mr. Blondin. Speak a little closer to the mike. 

I want to hear what you are saying. 

THE WITNESS: What am | 
I going to talk about today is to prepare ourselves | 
for the land claims and for any other development 


following, including the pipeline and for the future 
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T. Rlondin 


of the Dene. Preparations do not begin when an 
agreement is signed between the Dene of*the No W. T., 
Government of Canada and the pipeline companies. 

Tt has to begin now. If no 
preparations are made, then we are set on a path of 
total disaster for the Dene. Preparations have to 
be made so at least we have a controlled disaster. 

A pipeline has not even been Vaid on NY WoT.’ soil 
yet and already development has affected the people 
in the Rae area. 

This is one of the reasons 
that the people of Rae have recently voted for 
prohibition. With three dams on Strutt Lake, the 
effects are all around you. The water level in 
Marion Lake is still low. one can walk from Rae to 


Edzo through the water. There are islands all 





around Marion Lake that were not there three years 


18 ago. 

19 When I say prepare, I mean 
20 prepare for the control over education, economics, 
21 and political control. We should have a say on all 








22 | development. Also, there should be several large 
23) portions of the land set aside, not reserves, set 
24 | aside for people who know no et Hex trade than to 
25 hunt, fish and trap. We have to prepare now for 
26 | once the agreement is signed, the wheels of develop- 
27 | ment will not stop for anyone. 
28 There have been many 
29 | discussions between Dene people and government about 
| programs along this line for the preparation in. 
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little rooms in Ottawa and in Yellowknife. The 
answer has always been the same. There is no money. 

Tt is a shame for that 
reason that it will be a ruin of many good people 
and it'd be a shame even worse that after it is all 
over, that nothing could be done about it for it 
would be illegal slaughter. The pipeline means 
money. it means money to the oil companies, to the 
businessmen of the North and it means many jobs for 
the people of the North. 

We cannot have a disaster 
that has happened in Glenallen in Alaska where 
natives had low paid jobs and outsiders had high 
paid jobs. Because there was a lot of money around, 
businessmen boost up prices in which mtives could 
not keep up with. Therefore, had to turn to crime, 
welfare and whatever. We cannot sit by and watch 
our people turn into little children in:!the White 
man's society. 

When the government sits 
down with the Dene 1 discuss land claims, we cannot 
deal, we cannot deal for a way of life which has 
set itself on a path for the future of the Dene. ha 
the government feels that we are asking too much, 
it is not so. It is the other way around. The 
government of Canada is asking the Indian people to 
deal with their way of life and that is too much to 
ask. 

It is for this reason- that 


we're not going to deal. We are going to demand. 
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And the Government of Canada and the oil companies 
are going to pay and they are going to pay to the 
rightful owners of this land, the Dene. 

In closing, I would like 
to thank you, Mr. Berger, for giving me a chance to 
make my presentation and giving me the opportunity 
to open the eyes of the Government of Canada, the 
oil companies and the people of Canada, which has 
been closed to the struggle of the survival of the 
Dene. Thank you, Mr. Berger. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
ry Piondin. (WITNESS ASIDE) 
(SUBMISSION OF TED BLONDIN MARKED AS EXHIBIT C644) 

THE COMMISSIONER: We have 
the written statement that you used, Mr. Blondin. 


Maybe we should stop for five minutes and stretch 





our legs and Chief, you and the members of the Band 
Council might consider how long you think we should 
carry on this afternoon. It's fine with me, whatever 
you want to do, but it's getting late and I think 
we'll just take about a five minute break and then 
we'll start again, if that's all right. But you 
people let me know then how long you want to go this 
afternoon. E 

(PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED FOR A FEW MINUTES ) 

(PROCEEDINGS RESUMED PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT) 

THE COMMISSIONER: We'll 

start again. We'll hear one or two people before 
supper and then we'll come back after supper and 


then we'll come back again tomorrow morning. So, 
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A. Lisk 


we'll try to give everybody a chance to be heard. 
(JIM RABESCA RESUMED AS INTERPRETER) : 

ANTOINE LISK, sworn, 

INTERPRETER: Well, I am 
Antoine Lisk, he says. I come from Yellowknife. At 
the present time, I think he's the Yellowknife Band 
Chief over there. I remember since the first White 
people came into Yellowknife when the first mine 
started back in 1934. I know how those people, the 
white people destroyed the land within the native 
territory. 

Then not only the destroying 
or polluting surrounding Yellowknife, other than that 
they sort of spoiled the traplines, all the good 
hunting grounds and now, they come around with the 
forest fires again. They kept saying there's no 
money to put it out and then they let all that good 
hunting ground burn out. 

Now, there's no way that 
the people are able to go out hunting because there 
is all the good hunting grounds are all burned out 
or still burning it. People are kind of restless, 
tired of seeing things like that on and on. Talk 
about forest fires, supposing if the pipeline went 
through and then there's no doubt that there'll be 
a fire. There's going to be fire for sure and 
supposing if it did get around to the pipeline and 
then might destroy the pipeline. 

But by all means, the way 


we look at it, I think those white people are sort of 
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looking for trouble for the people instead of helping 


native people in Northwest Territories. I used to 
remember in the past when you talk about the White 
people spoiling and polluting our lands. 

When you talk about mining 
in Yellowknife that has something to do with the 
prospectors that did spoil our land. They led the 
way without consulting native people and they went 
ahead and mined the country out and then they sort 
of polluted the lake and they were the people that 
polluted our lakes and all around the Yellowknife 
Bay. 

Not only that, but now came 
the pipeline people. They come around again and 
tear up all the lands and they will do the same 
thing again. They are spoiling everything on the 
lan@s* OL dom*t think that's fair enough for the 
native people, he says, but on top of all these 
things, he said, those white people never had any 
time to sit down and talk things over with native 
people before they go ahead and construct anything 
on the native land. 

I don't see why they have 
to come around and consult with us just to convince 


us to have the pipeline go or make a report saying 


that the native people agree with us. So, now you've 


got a chance to go ahead with the pipeline. Maybe 
that's the kind of report we might end up 
receiving or that's the kind of report you might 


report about us. 
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Just last year, he says, 


| 
| 
| 
I had the opportunity to go and visit Alaska where 
the pipelines are under way right now. Then I have 
a chance to talk to the people and how effective it 
is and I've seen a lot of the people. I even went 

| 


down to see the cookhouse or something like that. 


Then I told those people, how many people are employed 


over there? How much money is involved just to feed 
the people? Something like two million dollars, 
something like that, he says. 

So, there was about at least 
a few thousand of those white people working there 
on the construction site, he says. It's about thirty 
miles out of the Eskimo community. Then they are 
cutting lines--I don't know what they're doing but 
they're burning something over there. There's a big | 
stack of smoke along the road. I'm pretty positive | 
that they are burning all the trees and everything 
right down, he says, during wintertime. 

Yes, after what I saw over 
there, he says, I don't like to see anything similar 
happen this end of Northwest Territories. SO, 
after all that, I happened to talk to some people 
down the river and then I have & chance to talk to 
the people over here and told them about what I saw 
over there and they all agreed with me. Those people 
down the river that I spoke to and then some people 
over here too, they said something like the land over 
here is not similar to some other lands over there 


because the soil is not the same. This end of the 


| 
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Territory is nothing but rocks. 

During wintertime, even 
rock splits. Sometimes it's so cold that even rocks 
split. Suppose that happened that the pipe was 
laying on a rock and then those things have got to 
break too. I understand there is a lot of native 
people in the Northwest Territories, not only in 
Ft. Rae community, that might be affected. There is 
a lot of people down the river and there's a lot of 
communities that are involved where the pipelbine so 
happens to be going through. 

They are the people that are 
going to end up suffering. So are we. They are 
just like our brothers and sisters and we like them 
all. We don't want to see them suffer and that's 
the reason why we are trying to protect them. I 
sort of agree with all of what these other people 
had to say about the pipeline, how effective it 
is, how it's going to destroy the land and how the 
livelihood of native people right around the route. 

Right now we are talking 
education on some occasions. Now, there is a lot of 
young people going to school right now and I think 
they are only going to school just to get a decent 
education for themselves. But yet, some old people 
are going to live with the young people alike and 
then they're going to share everything that's in the 
land. It doesn't matter just because if he's an 
Indian and goes outside to university and all that, 


that doesn't mean that we are going to turn him out 
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| 
| 
| 


of the Territories. We will pretty well have to need | 


him and share all these education backgrounds. 


On the same token, those 


people that are going to be living here in the future 


anyway using Northwest Territories. We don't want 


to see the pipeline come through and spoil everything 


for them. Supposing the pipeline ever broke and 
it's going to be quite a disaster. You might have 
to blow up the whole Northwest Territories and then 
you'll really be looking for trouble. 

Something like that is in 


the forecast. Probably twenty years from now things 


will probably be different but yet, twenty years from 


now doesn't mean we are going to change our minds. 
After what we heard about the pipelines--we have a 
lot of communications back and forth from the people 
down the river and had a lot of good discussions 
and yet it doesn't mean that we have to agree with 
the Inquiry people or the gas people. 

The people with the 
Government of Canada, we don't know which way he's 
going to go but we would certainly like to see our 
way. We don't want the pipeline. We hope that you 
take our message across so that you convince him 
not to have the pipeline go through Northwest 
Territories. Supposing if you want to hire some 


people on the construction sites, any construction 


that's going on in Northwest Territories, they 


| 
| 
| 


always hired a few local people to make it look nice, | 


to say that they employed native people. 
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We know a lot of youngsters 


a few thousand dollars and go home. Send him back 
into Yellowknife or probably back to Inuvik, Whitehors 
down south. What do they do? ‘They go and get drunk 
and destroy themselves. Since Yellowknife started 


| 
that go to work working under some supervision, makes | 
| 
| 
back in 1934, like I said, he said, there's at least | 


‘twenty-six people have died on that occasion, on 


that manner. 


You know that this is just 
a city like in Yellowknife but that's how effective 
it was just for the mining purposes, a city like that. 


How about the construction that's going to be? Take 


in a lot of people. Probably might have to employ 
a few native people, make friends with some other | 
White people and then they have a big party and then | 
they get into some disastrous area and using ees 
or something like that and then they probably might 
lose a lot of lives. 

There were a lot of dis- 
cussions and things like that around any community 
that I attended meetings to, he says, and there was 
a lot of thoughts about it too and a lot of discussions 
amongst the parents of young people that might be 
employed. I understand some old people come around 
and say well, maybe--I got some young boys and they 
have never been employed for a long time. And 
supposing they get hired? They might end up destroying 


all their lives. We don't want those white people 


to go and destroy our young people, he says, because 
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there is a lot of good people and they have got good 
parents, good folks. They have got respect for their 


old parents and those old parents, they do got 


respect for their youngsters too. 

In Alaska, visiting those 
people that I have visited at these seven communities, 
I had a talk with those Eskimo people down there, 
he says. I exchange ideas with them about how the 
pipeline did affect their communities and how the 
White people when they first landed over there, how 
did it spoil the livelihood of native people and 
they sure told me something about all the life and 
the iene and everything. 

It's not the same as it 
used to be at one time before the white people came. 


For exchange, I told them the same thing too, he 


says. In Northwest iene iaoesce where I come from, 
before white people, we had a peaceful life. We used 
to share everything amongst ourselves. Right now, 
those white people came around and destroy everything 
for us and the life and everything is not as it 
used to be at one time, he says. 

Yes, I attended a lot of 
meetings and a lot of discussions. I have been at 
a lot of meetings with the young and old people 
involved. I've heard a lot of young people speak 
too, he says. I've got respect for young people and 
I certainly got respect for old people since they 
spoke a lot of times on a lot of occasions. 


Everyone of them said some- 
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| thing about our native land. They like to live off 


the land as much as possible. They live off the land 





| 
| and use the country food out of it. They don't want 
4 | the White people to exploit things anymore than what | 
5 | they've done. 
6 | But yet, they are doing it 
7 or intending to do it. Now, they come around with 
3 | something so-called pipeline came around again with 
o | promises such as employment. Nobody can agree with 
‘a4 anything just because of employment. There was a lot 
| of promises on a lot of occasions. Nobody ever 
124 lived up with it. The same thing is going to come 
=i back in that manner for sure, he says. | 
14) Thank you very much for | 
a listening to me, he says. | 
(WLTNESS ASIDE) | 
16 THE COMMISSIONER: We'll | 
17 | adjourn now for supper and then come back maybe as | 
18 soon after seven o'clock as we can all be here. Is | 
19 that okay? Okay, we'll come back at seven and we'll 
20 carry on this evening and hear as many people as we 
Fok can. 
eal (PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED ‘TO 7 P.M.) 
3 (PROCEEDINGS RESUMED PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT) 
24 | THE COMMISSIONER: All right 
25 | ladies and gentlemen, are we are set? It is almost 
26) seven o'clock, so we better get started. 
at | THE INTERPRETER: The first | 
za speaker on our agenda is Father Pochat. | 
25 FATHER POCHAT, sworn: 
30 | FATHER POCKAT: Judge Berger 
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Chiefs and members of the Council, my name is John 
Pochat. 

I have been asked by the 
Dene Council of this town to testify before you and 
because there are so many people more qualified and 
with more knowledge who want to speak up, I will be 
very brief. 

First of all, I would like 
to speak in the language of the people, if you don't 
mind. Even though 1 have spent twenty-two years of 
my life in the North, I believe that I cannot speak 
of this land like those people who are born and 
raised up here and will die on this land. 

It's their country and their 
land. I came here to teach and in many ways I was 
taught and I learn from the people. Travelling 
quite extensively throughout the Mackenzie District 
and even more extensively in the Dogrib Territory, 

I have learned what people mean and feel when they 
talk about their land, about water and rivers, about 
fur and moose and cariboo, about fish and birds. 

For the last fifteen or 
seventeen thousand years or more they have lived on 
this land and they have survived. In all the changes 
brought by your modern time, I understand their 
concern for the future and the future of their people 
and their land. I could have talked at length on 
what is happening in Fort Rae, Rae/Edzo and Lac la 
and Rae Lakes but as I said before, there are people 


more qualified and outspoken who will tell you how 
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they feel in all of those changes. | 
I am in no way qualified | 

to talk about a pipeline. It is not my field but 

I fully support the. leaders of this community when | 

they asked to be recognized as people, to be given | 

the chance to determine their future, to have a voice | 

to be heard when they talk about their country, about 


their land, about their people. 


| 
Wisdom and patience have | 
taught them how to survive in this hard country. The | 
same wisdom and patience will guide them in the years 


to come. Judge Berger, kindly listen to their voice. 


Thank you very much. 
THE COMMISSIONER: May I have 
your written statement so that it may become part of | 
the permanent record of the Inquiry. | 
(SUBMISSION OF FATHER POCHAT MARKED EXHIBIT C644) : 
(WITNESS ASIDE) 
MRS. ELIZABETH MACKENZIE, sworn: 
THE WITNESS: Mr. Thomas 
R. Berger, Mackenzie Valley Pipeline Inquiry held in 
Fort Rae, Northwest Territories. 

I'm pleased to present my 
views concerning the hearing which are being conducte 
on the right-of-way of the proposed Mackenzie Valley 
Gas Pipeline. On matters of common interest and 
great importance to all native people of the Northwes 
Territories and especially the people of Fort Rae, I 
have decided to speak and have you understand. 


In common with other native 


people of the Northwest Territories, I believe that 
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land claims which are presently being pressed by us : 
through our organization, the Indian Brotherhood of | 
the Northwest Territories, should be settled first, 
as said by other native people in the Delta and in 

the South Mackenzie and again to you here today. 

We are the descendants of 
the original inhabitants of this country and reports 
from the CBC, Time Magazine and others, an example 
which I have here dated June 2, 1975, this is what 
I see about the pipeline; this man is a welder but 
he's not from the Northwest Territories, he comes 
from the South, and this is how the ground is destroye 
by the pipeline. 

THE COMMISSIONER: In Alaska. 

THE WITNESS: In Alaska, | 
Alaska Pipeline and this is really on the sea and | 
more people from the South come and more people are | 
waiting for a job. This big city is getting bigger 
by night and this is a drilling that is so big that 
destroys the land, all the land. 

And this is a night that 
makes the shows, that spends’ money with our people. 
The land is so cold. It's so very cold in this 
country. I'd like to show you that. Now, reports 
of President Ford of the United States who looks into 
the problems and because of bad works on the pipeline, 
I do not want this in our land. 

We want to know why the 
government has never listened to the native people 


of Canada. Many times we have suffered and hoped for 
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help but to no-one who could hear our plea. I 

do hope Justice Berger that you will tell them for 

us in your report. I also hope you have looked at 
our town and saw for yourself what I mean. The kids 
and the young men of this town need schools where 
they may learn about things like this and so they wil 
be able to work at home and still go back on the land 
as they wish. 

I love this land and still 
go back from time to time, in spring and fall, but 
still I would like my kids to be better educated 
and better schools. Thank you very much for your 
time, Justice Berger. 

(JIM RABESCA TRANSLATES ABOVE INTO DOGRIB) 

THE COMMISSIONER: Can we have 
the statement you read and the magazine too, if you | 
would be willing to let us keep them. | 
(SUBMISSION OF ELIZABETH MACKENZIE MARKED AS C645) | 

(WITNESS ASIDE) 

RICHARD WHITFORD, sworn: 

THE INTERPRETER: Our next 
speaker on our agenda is Richard Whitford if he's-- 

MR. WHITFORD: Justice 
Thomas Berger, Chief and Band Council, members of 
the public, I am pleased to be here tonight to be 
able to partake in the Mackenzie Valley Pipeline 
Inquiry and the topic that I've chosen is the 
development, economic development; not the economic 
development of the pipeline, but rather the economic | 
development that we have in the community at present. 


I think you will find, Mr. 


Justice Berger, that what I have to say tonight 
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relates to the community as a whole in having to live | 
and to be in this community for seven years, to try 

to understand something that is so far away when 

your own community, at the moment, is in total disarray. 

I am from the North, born 
lived and raised in Fort Smith. Again, sir, we meet 
in Rae and how pleased I am that first you have been 
able to be here. Second, to be able to hear everyone 
who has something to say in order that you may be 
able to write a report on the Pipeline Inquiry to 
hand to the Canadian Government. 

To speak of pipelines or 
other major projects of this sort at this time here 
in this community, one first has to take a look at 
what is presently in this community in terms of | 
economic, social and living conditions. I hope I may | 
be of some help in telling you or even showing you | 
parts of this town which are very important for you 
to see and may be of some help to your report. 

Number one, economic 
development. It makes it very hard at this time to 
understand economic development because some of the 
blunders its caused and how we have very little input 
into them from both the government and the outside 
controllers. Examples: A, most of the houses built 
in the past few years were built with very little 
help hirdd from Fort Rae. 

B, the bridge at Frank's 
Channel has been built backwards. The highest part 


of the bridge is over the shallowest part of the 
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river and the lowest part of the bridge is over the 
deepest part of the river. So, boats stopped coming 
years ago. 

C, the road from the Junctio 
to town has not been gravelled for years now. When 
it rains, the road turns to clay and people cannot go 
to town or the kids cannot even go to school until 
this road eee cee 

D, the waterplant and pump 
house have old equipment to both treat and filter the 
water and has no settling tank to clear the dirt 
away. The water is very deep gray and the lake is 
very, very shallow. Two people have died in most 
recent months, partly because of the water problems. 

eho two, social problems. 
We have no recreation facilities here to speak of, 
such as indoor skating rinks or swimming pools in 
order to avoid swimming in this lake. Also, we do 
not have a good gym where we can all go and play 
sports or bingo or even shower after we have done 
sports. The pool and gym are too far away from Rae 
and are closed in the summer. We have very little 
to do here except watch shows, play bingo or play 
ball. In winter, just shows and bingo. 

Three, living conditions. 
The homes here in Fort Rae are very over-crowded 
between ten, twelve, fourteen and sixteen people in 
some of these homes with no running water or showers, 
but rather big stoves or furnaces in the living 


rooms. Very little repairs are done to these houses. 
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I believe that there is a 
real need for a vocational school here in this 
community, one which will help the people of Rae to 
construct and operate the building of roads and 
houses, to learn the operating of heavy equipment and 
upgrading in order to help them understand programs 
that Arctic Gas and Foothills are trying to do. 

I believe that at this time 
it is too early to talk about pipeline programs of 
this sort for first, these people need to be able 
to work with such projects but will not be able to 
without first a vocational school. A vocational 
school is needed as soon as possible in this 
community because at this time, there is about three 
hundred unemployed. 

Sir, the situation here in 
this community is even worse than what it's believed 
to be and if we could show you by taking you on a 
tour, we would show you some of the homes and some 
of the conditions that we have to live under while 
it seems they are spending millions of dollars 
talking about the building of a gas pipeline. 

I think the most important 
thing is the construction of a community by the 
people, educated by the people, in order then that 
we can understand the future. Thank you very much, 
sir. 

(JIM RABESCA TRANSLATES ABOVE INTO DOGRIB) 
(SUBMISSION BY RICHARD WHITFORD MARKED EXHIBIT C646) 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 
EDDIE PAUL RABESCA, resumed: 
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(JIM RABESCA RESUMED AS INTERPRETER) 

THE INTERPRETER: Eddie Paul 
Rabesca is presently one of the Band Council members 
who just recently got elected and he said, I understan 
that the Inquiry people are here now, so I, at least, 
might have an opportunity to speak to you. 

The history of the first 
Signing of the Treaty, we all know or heard about 
what happened in the past. There was a good agreemen 
amongst the White people whoever it was that was 
representing the Government of Canada, and they made 
all kinds of promises and agreements and I understand 
that I don't believe that that was the proper conduct 
of the meeting that they had. 

They made all kinds of 
promises nowadays that everything has changed. 
Something like that, you know, the Government of 
Canada never lives up to. I've seen a lot of 
government people visiting our communities a lot of 
times. We have a lot of meetings amongst ourselves 
in order to express our concern to the people, the 
government people. There iS all kinds of government 
people coming in from the South, either that could 
be Government of Canada's people, Territorial 
Government. They come here and meet with the people 
and then they write down all kinds of problems that 


we think we are facing at the moment. 


The next thing we know there's 


no report coming back to us, at least a definite 


answer. There's nothing that has come back to the 
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native people at all. He says, after all, what 
happened with the Government of Canada as promises 


and all that and including Territorial Governments 


} 


and various companies throughout Canada and then came | 


the pipeline people. 

I understand they are going 
to bring in a flock of people and what's going to 
happen to the native people? Are they going to 
over-crowd the people in Northwest Territories. 
Supposing if more people come in from the South 
happened to be over-crowded in the Northwest 
Territories, there probably might be a need for 
doctors to control the over-crowded people in the 
Territory. 

At the present time, we 
are even short of doctors over here in the Northwest 
Territories. We need more police force to control 
even local people here in the Northwest Territories 
and supposing they pretty well have to provide their 
own doctors, provide their own police force. Since 
all the people that are coming in from the South, 
supposing if the pipeline came through with all the 
people that are supposedly coming into Northwest 
Territories, over-crowd every community there is 
in Northwest Territories, I would imagine that those 
people are going to take all the jobs away from the 
native people because they are all trained and 
prepared for a job. 

There is all kinds of 


construction going on in the Northwest Territories 
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at the present time. There is some construction, 
building houses, building roads and oil companies 
down in the eastern Arctic are all the way down the 
Mackenzie. Not only but everyone of them is, he 
Says, all the people that I've just mentioned. They 
always have to leave behind their dumps and garbage. 
Some of their road equipment is lying around. our 
countryside doesn't look like it used to He at one 


time. 


We got so-called Territorial 


Government and Government of Canada making all kinds 


of laws that govern Canada and Territories. They hav 


got all kinds of people making game laws, giving the 
opportunity for White people to hunt and fish within 
the Northwest Territories. I don't really like the 
people coming in from the South, taking over our 

land, exploiting. We have got enough people at the 
present time. We have got enough of them. We don't 


like to see them around anymore. 


Yet, you're saying something 


liké you're going to have to need more people in the 
Territories, at least six thousand. We don't need 
them. They are pretty sure they are going to be 


up here just to exploit our land. Things like that, 


we don't want to see happen. We would like to retain 


our land as much as possible for the young people for 


the future. 
I'm pwetty sure, supposing 
if we happen to go down South, we people live in 


the Northwest Territories, we native people, and 
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crowded over there, I wonder how they would like it. | 
Knock down their trees, knock down their countryside, 
tear their landscaping or something like that; I don' 
think they'll like it. 

In return, those people, 
that's what they want to do with us over here in 
Northwest Territories. After all what you have 
listened to our remarks, I'm pretty sure I'm not 
the only one that mentioned this to you in your 
times, while you are conducting the Inquiry. I hope 


at least if you had a heart enough to listen to the 


native people and bring the message back to the 


eee 


Federal Government or the Government of Canada and 
have a good report about our native people in the | 
Northwest Territories. | 
Just while you're here, just | 
for a couple of aayerce so, listening to young and | 
old, we have got some little students over here that 
present their briefs to you, in order to listen to 
us, to make sure that everything is all heard and 
sent or transpired to the Government of Canada, 
through you, just so that they don't spoil our land 
for the future use of native people. 
| That Ya PAPE I would like to 
say but I hope--I don't want to see the pipeline 
come through unless--we are still in the process of 
going for our land claims, so I hope that you take 
everything into consideration. Thank you. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you. 


Thank you sir. Your statement was written out, I 
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believe. If we could have that, we would like to have 
| 


it marked as an exhibit and Mr. Whitford had a written 


statement that I think is still on the table. If 

we haven't got that yet, that statement of Mr. 

Whitford's, I'd like that too. 

(SUBMISSION OF E. P. RABESCA MARKED AS EXHIBIT C647) 
(WITNESS ASIDE) 

THE INTERPRETER: We've got 
Joe Migwi to speak. Joe? 

JOE MIGWI, resumed: 

(JIM RABESCA RESUMED AS INTERPRETER) 

INTERPRETER: Joe Migwi is 
one of the former Band Councillors and then he just 
recently got re-elected to this present Council and 
the Band Council and he'd like to address to the 
Inquiry saying that he was quite happy to see Mr. 
Berger and all his staff thinking that you are going 
to bring a good message from the Government of 
Canada to us. 

On the same token, as 
having the opportunity to speak, since I am just 
elected with the present Council and we give the 
opportunity for the general public to express their 
concern. In summary of that, we would like to add 
to what we think it's probably necessary for the 
Inquiry and to support our fellow Canadians. 

I fully believe that we 
were here before the White man came. If you wanted 
to prove it, he says, we were even here before you 
arrive over here. Yet, even before Columbus ever 


sailed to America maybe. The coming of the white 
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people or on their arrival during the 2lst met with 
the native people in Territories. Those days it 
wasn't easy to get around but somehow, one way or 
another, if it wasn't for the native people in 
Northwest Territories, I don't think those people 
would ever have survived without native people. 
In return, we've got nothing | 
but advantage, something which we don't want. On the 
same token, he says, the land that they travel on, 
all that time it was our native land. What governmen 
we've got right now at the moment is we consider the 
land as our own government. Since there is no 
employment in Northwest Territories for native people, 


not the whole Northwest Territories but especially 


our own community, for example. 

Since we haven't got any 
decent trade, it always so happened that the White 
people, whenever they arrived, they take the job 
over, take job away from native people. Whenever 
we notice that there is somebody taking over their 
job away, there's no sense hanging around town and 
doing nothing. So, we pretty well have to go back 
to the bush, to the land; do a little snowshoeing 
and trapping, hunting maybe. 

Since the white people--I 
hate to refer only to White people all the time but 
when I say the government, they are also White pect 
too. They take all the jobs away from native people | 
| 


and the government imposed a lot of restrictions and 


brought in something that is not very important for 
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native people so that they could lose their lives. 

Talk about spoiling our 
land, he says. It is not only land that the 
government spoils, and they introduce some alcohol 
to the communities, brought it amongst the native 
people. Certainly a lot of time native people or 
there were a few loss of lives. 

My greatest concern is that 
we as a Band Council weren't consulted when there wer 
some decisions or construction to take place within 
the Northwest Territories. We have the Snare Hydro. 
When the development came into being, I don't think 
the native people over here that might be affected 
or ever consulted before the construction went. Some 
of these things like that, I really don't like. 

For example, since the 
Snare Hydro went into effect, for some reason or 
another they went ahead without consulting native 
people and yet, at least the power generating plant 
over there is, it seems to us, is right in front of 
our doorstep. Yet, we have to pay the fuel, not 
the fuel, but the power rates, something which is 


too damn great. Yet you people come around and say 


that you are going to get cheap fuel from the pipeline. 


I don't think you'll ever be any better than what 
the Snare Hydro people done with us in the past 
years. 

None of the native people 
that live in Northwest Territories ever want to 


damage his own land or his surrounding land and we 
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don't want to see the land spoiled or buggered up. 

We like to live off the land and be nice and peaceful 
and living amongst one another because we know that 
the land is important for us. We know and hear a lot 
of stories about the Alaska Pipeline which is under 
way and there's lots of hazardous things that are 
coming with it surrounding the pipelines. 

After what we learned over 
there through experiencing it, which we don't want 
to see it happening within the Northwest Territories. 
Since we are in a process of having the land 
settlement with Government of Canada ourselves, and 
we decided a lot of times saying that we don't want 
any development to be created within Northwest 
Territories, not until after the land claim is 


settled. I'm not saying that even though it's been 


settled with the native people, I'm not saying that 
the pipeline should go, because I pretty have to 
consult with other people before it's been approved. 
Well, we really appreciate 
having you to listen to us because you are hired to 
listen to people, he says. After you have been over 
here in Northwest Territories, visiting every 
settlement and hearing the same thing as what we 
are saying right now, probably down in the Delta, 
wherever the pipeline people are destroying. the lard, 


we don't want to see anymore of the land spoiled 


again. | 
So, with all due respect, | 


there is no doubt in everybody's mind that's the way 
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they feel at the moment, he says. I understand that 


all the native people that do live and survive off 


| 
the land before the white man came, and they somehow 
managed to have firewood for their own heat purposes 
and now you come in telling us that you need fuel 

for oil or something like that. Something like ae 
native people don't want. They have got all kinds 
of wood to burn. They don't need fuel to have heat 

in their homes. 

We know that there is all 
kinds of land that has been spoiled, not only by the 
oil companies, but all kinds of the people, the minin 
people like in Yellowknife. We understand there is 
Some arsenic in the water and there is fish or it 
doesn't even taste like it used to be at one time, | 
if you want to go fishing. 

Now, you come around and 


tell us that there was all kinds of expertise over 





there,experts and where are they? Why didn't they 
tell us a long time ago there was some arsenic in 
the water and polluting that little bay over there 
they got out of Yellowknife Bay? You call some 
scientists to look for the forecast and now there's 


. 
all kinds of fish being fished out of the Great Slave 





Lake. Something like that could have been used for | 
the native people or at least preserved for them for | 
the future use. | 
Yes, I've seen that the | 


construction sites sometimes I go and Visitor 


happen to take a look at the construction sites, even 
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just the road construction. I've seen the bulldozers 
using all kinds of diesel fuel, oil spills, and then 
there was some prairie chickens, rabbits and they go 
through them things and then they go and die off. 

All of those people that work out in the bush tearing 
up the land and I see it of my both eyes. 

Yes, we do talk about some- 
thing that we believe and see for ourselves with our 
both eyes. Just talking about the Hulldozers tearing 
up the land just to build roads and leave us the oil 
spills and things like that and then they spoil the 
lands for the game. Supposing if you are going to 
build a pipeline, you probably might need a lot of 
bulldozers and lots of oil, diesel fuel. You are 
going to kill more than one little road that is being 
constructed. 

Yes, we native people, we 
trust one another when we want to make some deals 
and talk to one another. We do trust one another. 
On that same token, we would like to trust you to 
come up with a good report to the Government of 
Canada on behalf of native people in Northwest 
Territories and saying that the native people don't 


x 


want a pipeline. 

Yes, I really appreciate 
having you listening to my views and taking the 
message back to the Government of Canada and I hope 
I could trust you again to make a good report. That' 
about all I'd like to say. Thank you. 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 
SUSIE BRUNEAU, resumed: 
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THE INTERPRETER: He is 
presently one of the Band Council. At one time he 
was one of the Chiefs of this tribe. Since you are 
here today, I'd like to express my concern too. 

Many of you are--Mr. Berger, 
you probably don't know who I come from. My dad was 
one of the famous Chiefs at one time and he was the 
Chief for thirty-six years. Yes, my dad used to have 
some visions or he was looking forward for the people, 
for everybody's future. At one time or another, he 
noticed that some of these children are sent out 
to school to various residential schools, right 
across the Great Slave Lake. They pretty well have 
to be flown in and there's quite a danger in having | 
the motor fail on a plane. So, he decided to have | 
his own residential school right--situated right in 
Fort Rae. 

At the present time now, it 
end up over at Edzo. This is where you probably are 
boarding all these nights, I suppose, he says. I 
really appreciate what he had to do for the people 
of Fort Rae at that time. I understand that there 
is a lot of young children going to school over 
there and having--and being able to write. In those 
days hardly any people could read and write, in his 
days. 

But something like he hadn't 
forecast for the people and nowadays everybody seems 


to be reading and writing. He handled a big tribe 
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at one time and not only the tribe itself, but he 
happened to talk to government officials on many 
occasions and yet, he went through a lot of promises 
since the government--was dealing with the government 
and saying that he'd like to retain the hunting 
grounds and trapping areas for native use. 

Yes, since he has spoken 
and dealt with the government on a lot of occasions 
and spoke the same native language and we listened 
to one another and keep for our own use and whatever 
he said to the Government of Canada at one time or 
another, we still believe and we still retain what 
he had mentioned or what he expected the natives to 
do with what he said to the Government of Canada. 

Having listened to my dad 
at many occasions repeating what I said over and over 
He likes native people to use the land as much as 
possible. You people are talking about employment, 
hiring people on the pipelines or any jobs on 
construction. If we believe you at any occasions 
and then do away with our lands, I don't think 
everyone of us will ever survive because we probably 
might end up starving to death. 

53 appreciate having you 
tonight and talking to you and bringing the message 
back to the Government of Canada and hope that you 
come up with a report that would just say exactly 
what we said tonight. Yes, I understand what has 
been said on many occasions at these hearings across 


the Delta and people spoke strongly against the 
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pipeline and I do agree with them wholeheartedly. 

Supposing the pipeline went 
through just by ignoring native people's voices and 
there's no way that native Badpes over here, especiall 
in Fort Rae, will ever begin to farm because the soil 
isn't there. There is nothing but just bare rocks. 

In order to listen to you, we are just wasting all 
our times, good times. We could have been out on 

the grounds, in the land, fishing or hunting; but in 
order for us to present our case, that's the reason 
why we're here today, just hoping that you bring our 
good stories, good side of stories back to Government 
of Canada. 

We know that you are not her 
for very long but yet, we hagoeri to take our time off 
in order just to talk to you, to trust you so that | 
we could hear that you brought our message to the | 
Government of Canada. Thank you. 

(WITNESS ASIDE) 

THE INTERPRETER: Jim 
Erasmus is one of the present elected Band Councillor. 

JIM ERASMUS, resumed: 

(JIM RABESCA RESUMED AS INTERPRETER) 

THE INTERPRETER: Since you 
are here, I really appreciate having you with us and 
hope that you would appreciate having us speaking to 
you too. 

Yes, since we have been-- 
there is a lot of talks about a pipeline. I'm just 
wondering what all the noise is all about. I'm 


getting to know exactly what's happening or what's 
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coming with the pipeline. That's the reason why I'm 
here today expressing my views and thinking that 

all the native people that spoke against the pipeline, 
I believe them all and I support them too. 

Since the pipeline has been 
talked about and yet we understand that there's lots 
of things that are supposed to be coming in with it. 
You said something like six thousand people are coming 
in to work on a pipeline and yet there's all kinds of 
mixed people might be involved. Yet there's no doubt 
those people wouldn't even be drinking or probably 
transporting drugs and alcohol with them and surely 
we lost lots of lives in our communities in a lot of 
occasions. That's the reason why we don't want the 


pipeline. 


will probably be--well, there's a lot of talks about 
a pipeline. We are not in favor of pipelines to 
begin with. What really is going to happen when the 
pipeline went through, what you are really saying at 
the moment is saying that we are supposed to feast 
over any kind of game that is on the land right now. 
We sure don't like to see or I don't think that you 
people would like it if you are ehind a feast, a 
big turkey or something and we take it away from 
your table. 

That is exactly what you're 
doing with us, taking away all kinds of animals like 


game and big game too, he says. Talking about the 


history of the first signing of the Treaty, well we 


| 


Well, we understand a pipelin 
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as a native people don't agree with the government. 
Not only the native people, but at the present time, 
the present Chief of those days, that the Chief didn' 
agree with the Government of Canada right away. 

So, they delayed it for two 
days. It so happened that there was a bishop amongst 
them and convinced the Chief to sign a Treaty. When | 
they first signed the Treaty, the doctor was involved 
too and they told the government that they are going 
to have a free medicines and they got convinced by 
the bishop. When they made some such agreement that 


the government decided that there will be no re- 


| 
strictions on the games for any Treaty Indians and | 
free medicine and then they were convinced by the 
bishop. 

If it only was for the | 
government, I don't think the native people will ey | 
agree with the government. Just because of the bishop 
they were convinced and those days when they sign 
a Treaty, there was no mention about giving up the 
land to the Government of Canada. So, at the moment, 
there is no way that the government have any title 
to our land. 

The reason why they took the | 
Treaty was that they were convinced by the government 
and as well as through the bishop in order to be 
recognized by people coming into Northwest Territories. 
If the Territories got over-crowded, we mind end up 
not knowing who is who. In order to be recognized, 


that's the reason why they took--some way or another 
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that's the way they got convinced. Yes, those days 
there was no such thing as recognition of the money 
for native people at all but only recognition they 
know was the land, because they are entitled to their 
own land. They don't want nobody to go and take over 
their land. 

That's their general idea. 
There were some agreements with the Government of 
Canada in those days too saying that if the white man 
is going to trespass your land, what would you do wit 
him? We don't want them. The Chief told them. 
Supposing if they trespass. Supposing they were 
starving, what would you do with them? Or maybe 
give them a Cariboo or one moose or something like 
that just to have him survive off the land and then 
get out of the Territory without having no White | 
people to trap within the radius of the areas where 
they signed. 

Yes, after of all the promises weren't 
kept and then the white man came and came the game 
wardens and having some poisons to kill off the 
animals surrounding the native communities. There 
were a few animals that died of it and then some 
native people do hunt off the land, they see a 
depressed animal laying down, they go and cut it 
up and want it for their own use. 

It so happens they feed it 
to the dog team and the dog team happened to fade 
away. They all died of it, all poisoned up. 


Supposing those three human beings were there and ate 
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J. Erasmus | 
out of that, they could have died a long time ago. | 
Yes, all the poisons that they had laid down, they 
never picked it up and it probably sunk into any one 
of those lakes and died off a few fish off the'lake 
and that's how bad they were to us at that time. 

Then we don't know whoever 
did that after all the good promises have been made 
through the Treaties. Supposing one of the governmen 
staff, sends government representative that does that 
type of dirty work within our Territory and they call 
it a representative, They are saying that I'm 
representing Government of Canada and now supposed 
to be go and talk to the Government of Canada 
themselves, what's happening with your staff? They 


are killing all our land and spoiling our lands. How 


do' we know whether it's a true representative? 


If that's what they are going to be doing to be 
so-called representative of the Government of Canada, 
we don't seem to trust the government representative 
anymore, through just what I just mentioned. 

Since the Government of 
Canada made the laws for native people and the 
minute that he made an agreement those days, that 
became law and that's what the law is that we still 
retain. Yet the government staff, they come around 
and break them laws. There's always some other 
construction that has to go through within our 
country without people being consulted and those 
companies that do create some construction within 


our Territory, there's no doubt in my feeling that 
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they go and consult with the government before they 


go ahead or the government gives them the right-of- 


way without consulting us. 

After having listened to 
us, speaking very strongly against the pipeline and 
there's another few thousand of native people must 
have spoke against the pipeline, we hope that the 
Government of Canada, if they did hear about us 
through your report, that not to have the pipeline 
come through within our Territory. 

Thank you very much, if the 
Government of Canada happens to listen to me, he says. 

(WITNESS ASIDE) 

MR. J. RABESCA: It seems | 
to me like--it sounds like it's a good idea. We have | 
got six more people to speak yet and this afternoon | 
we were talking about after ten this evening, we 


have a hand game followed by a tea dance. So, I was 


asking the people how they feel. 





So, the answer from Nick 
Black, he says, maybe we have these other six people 
talk tomorrow. 

THE COMMISSIONER: What 
about having the--we have to go to Lac La Martre 
tomorrow as you know, but maybe if we came here say 
at ten in the morning and then tomorrow morning, 


those six people could speak that still want to. 


then until ten tomorrow and let me just say that 


| 
Would that be all right? Well, let's adjourn now 
I want to thank all the people who spoke this 


ee ‘ ieaiek i me , ue 
ale 
a nip 






: | : SHS ot — ’ md - 
, a 1 " . 1 \ , ih a 
Wisk os lll wie 
a ; ny a 7 sl] i 
Je yrev ient 


seb. ofqo0 pea +6 oe ae wot xodtons e'e z ae) 
orit gars egos aw .aabipoia oss oti? Jeniaps sdoae oven de 
" att suods s6e4 bib. said: i eBbansd to dreanxeved fe 
7 onkLeqia edd aved od ron tads Juoges suoy. dpuoad> 
yrosecust s80o nidsiw dpuowds amoo - 












aft tt Wdounyrevwoy AnesaT » i) iY Mi tr vi 
.Byfa ef jam of aetedt of emeuqed BbeAED lo +aemarzpeyod | et coe 
| (gqTBA eaeNerty) | bec 
| etesa fr pADRGRAR .U .AM ry y 
| even of .sebi boos s e'dh GAtl abmeoe ti-eadifl em o2 Vee 
| noomedie etd’ bas gov taeqe of slqoeq @etom xie top had 
| aw ,piineve eidd nag setts jueds patalled exew sw te 
enw t .o8 .ooteb sod 6 yd bowollot,omep, bas & oved Bf 
| Lest, yeds wod elgoeq oft paides Ag 

q Joi moxt, r9ewans edt , oe Os 
| aigosa whe satto esodd ever ow edysm ,eyse Sf ,Noa ld ten 
| shy angeles Aiss SS 
| decd <HeWOTeRIMMOD HT eS 
| Sis 18h od gat ‘02’ oe oF ove ew--ods, prived guods aS 
| yse, oxen ame ow it edyem gud ,womsk voy.es womxomos ae 
ealaxem wornomes neat bes priazom edt ab mast 3s 


.ot dnew LLite sade. aseae bigoo, elqoeq xbe- eaods 
| wen mxvotis ee’ tet Soll Stripixa Iie ed jed3 Riven 
| r Pe aowsonicn neg Stay aod 
|  SEdavssioge oxtw, ent Lis des ohaen : 
i 


i Silat sh 


rads Yee seut on + 






1| 








8125 


afternoon and again this evening and it was a most 
worthwhile day and even though I don't say very much 
when I'm sitting here, I want you to know that I'm 
paying attention and listening carefully and the 
people who told me that they wanted me to make sure 
the Government of Canada knew how you felt, well I've 


been sitting here listening and I think I have a 


| 
pretty good idea of the way you feel. | 

So, we'll just adjourn then 
until ten. Do you want to translate that, Mr. 
Rabesca? 

MR. RABESCA: Yes, I think 
we've still got another spokesman yet, which is 
Nick Black. He's sitting at the mike. | 
THE COMMISSIONER: Oh, I am | 
sorry. | 

MR. RABESCA: Before I 
translate what he just mentioned, I just picked up 
some ideas from the audience saying that you don't 
come up: very often and they want you to stay all 
day tomorrow and because it is not very easy to 
Settle the problem just over a few days. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, we 
agreed to go to Lac Ia Martre Pencrion, so we'll be 
going toLac La Martre tomorrow and we agreed to go to 
Rae Lakes on Friday, so we'll be going there Friday. 
We'll be here tomorrow and we'll start at ten and 
we'll hear from the people who still wish to speak 


but this is a world where the Inquiry has to complete 


its work and that means that we have only so much tim 
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to go to each village and we will have been as long 
in Rae by the time we leave tomorrow as we have been 
in any village in the North. 


A. ERONCHI: Mr. Berger, 








| 
| 
I am working at the Edzo school and I have taken 
6 | a half a day off to read this paper to you and I 
7 didn't even get a chance yet. I don't want to take 
3 another hour off to do this. Could you give me a | 
>| chance to read this paper to you? 
| THE COMMISSIONER: Okay. 
| Maybe we should hear from you then sir and then from 
! Mr. Black before we adjourn tonight. Is that what 
| you'd like to do? | 
14 | CHIEF CHARLO: JI would like | 
15 | to ask the people a question first. What we are | 
16 talking about here is the pipeline is very important | 
17 | and a pipeline is more important than hand game and 
18 a tea dance. So, we have only six people to speak 
19 | and I'll ask the people that we finish up tonight 
20 and we have a dance after. So, six people. That 
2s will take up an hour and a half. 
Ae ' THE COMMISSIONER: Okay. 


If that's what you want to do, that's all right with 


x 


me. 
MR. ERONCHI: This paper 


is written about the original Treaty 11. This brief | 


| 

| ALPHONSE ERONCHI, sworn: 
on the original Treaty was written by Alphonse Eronchi 
| 


through witnesses, Chief Jimmy Bruneau, Henry 





0 | Lafferty and Ned Herron. On August 19, 1921, Mr. Co 
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the Treaty Commissioner arrived in Fort Rae to 
negotiate the first Treaty. There were two police- 
men and one White man with him. Bishop Breynag 

was there too. The next day, August 20, 1921, they 
put up a tent outside the Catholic Church and started 
a meeting. 

There Mr. Conroy told the 
people that they have to choose one man for their 
Chief and some others for head men. Mr. Conroy then 
informed the people that he come to Fort Rae from 
Ottawa on the Order of His Majesty the King to give 
a Peace Treaty. As provided in the Act, the Chief 
of the band will receive twenty-five dollars and a 
head man gets twenty-two dollars and the rest or the 
tribes will each get twelve dollars. 


Aside from that, the Indian 


will receive a fish net, ammunition, tools, flour, 
tea, bacon and matches. The sick will get--will also 
be cared for. In the future, there will be lots of 
white people coming into this country. They will 
come for the minerals and not to take away the land, 
nor. games, hunting and trapping. 

Eventually when the mine 
will start several jobs opening will give way for 
the Indians to work and make money. Actually the 
Treaty was desijgned for the white, for the white man 
and Indian to live together peacefully but not--but 
at that time the Indians were still living a very 


primitive life. Not one could understand the Engli 


language. 
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For this reason, Chief Murphy | 
doubted very much the truth about the provisions 
contained in the Treaty. He then refused to take the 
Treaty. Later in the afternoon, the Chief asked the 
Commissioner if he could have the paper to verify what 
he said, to see the map with the mark on it, showing 
the land boundaries, but the Commissioner refused to 
give the paper to the Chief. This made the Indians 
doubtful. 

The meeting was adjourned 
without assurance that they will accept the Treaty. 
The following day the whole crowd came again to 
participate in the meeting. Mr. Conroy said that to 
the people, to need not worry. As long as the sun 
rises in the East and sets in the West, and the river 
flows down the Mackenzie River, the Indians could 


fish, hunt and trap as long as they wished to. 


Bishop Breynag came and 
told the tribe, "My dear people, whatever Mr. Conroy 
said is true. Don't worry and take the Treaty. 
Since the people regarded the Bishop as a Moly man, 
they took his words but the Chief asked Commissioner 
again for the paper and said, before he signs the 
Treaty, this time the Commissioner handed the paper 
to Chief Murphy and showed him the marks on the map 
and said, you sign the paper, you keep a copy of it 
and I will keep the copy of it too. 

The Treaty was signed but 
never mentioned that there will be such things as 


reserve in the future, nor the Treaty against the lan 
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All this time the Indian 
believed that the Treaty was negotiated to bring the 
White man and native people together so that they 
could enjoy peaceful life in the country and share 
whatever wealth there is in it. This Declaration is 
hereby signed by the three witnesses, Chief Jimmy 
Bruneau, Henry Lafferty and Ned Herron. 

Thanks very much, Mr. Berger 
for this opportunity for me to say a few words that 
according to this paper, even though at that time 
these people were still leading a traditional life, 
they still know what might happen in the future. 

So, therefore, they have spoke for us and they. have 
done such things for us, for their children for the 
future. 

Today, we would like to do 
the same thing. The pipeline must be very important 
for Canada, for the people in Canada, but in other 
words, if you have built the pipeline and if you have 
built the oil pipeline, there might not be nothing 
happen within the year or two years or three years 
or four years, but in this country, it's a very cold 
country. According to the weather, in the wintertime 
it freezes and the summertime it thaws out and at's 
shifting gradually. It might burst someday and if 
it does burst someday, the pipeline is--what I heard 
is four feet in diameter. It's a very great big 
pipeline and if it does burst, it's going to affect 


a big area. 


I understand the majority 
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of people in the North disagree with this pipeline 

and I also disagree with the pipeline too. It's 
getting pretty late. I don't want to give a long 
talk, so this is all I can tell you. Thank you very 
much. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you. 


SS ne | 


MR. ERONCHI: I would like 
to translate this in native language. 

(WITNESS ASIDE) 
(PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED FOR A FEW MINUTES) 
(PROCEEDINGS RESUMED PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT) 

THE COMMISSIONER: I wonder 
sir, if we could have your written statement so that 
it could be part of the permanent record of the Inquiry. 
(SUBMISSION OF A. ERONCHI MARKED AS EXHIBIT C648) | 

NICK BLACK, resumed: | 

(JIM RABESCA RESUMED AS INTERPRETER) | 

THE INTERPRETER: Well, his | 

name is Nick Black and he reappeared after having 


adjournment overnight for reconsidering what he's 


going to say for today. 


| 

Just mentioning that I have 

talked yesterday and then I thought of having talk 

again today. Then I understand that we got our 

government representative with us today and we're 

not too sure whether the Government of Canada will 

ever receive our final words, but we got representative 

here just to listen to us, he says. | 
When we say this land is 


our land, well we are the original people. We were 


here before the white man came. This is where we 
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understood it through our old folks and we still | 
retain the title of our land. Before the white people| 
came, the native people survived somehow} living off 
the land, strictly off the land. 

There was no such thing as 
laws, anything imposed upon them. There's no such 
thing as anything has been made by white people or 
didn't even have to see a white man, but yet they 
survived through the winter. In order to kill 
anything, they managed to make some bow and arrows, 
birch bark canoes. They made their own gill nets 
somehow to survive through the winter. 

There came Columbus coming 
overseas to hit the ground in America, I suppose. 

Now, who did he see? Land, a few Indians. That's 

the way it was. That's where the Indian people come | 
from. When the first white man stepped on land, on | 
native land, and he appeared to face the native 

people and somehow or another native people got their 
own system of governing. ‘There wasn't anything as such not 
to share the land. But the native people at that 
time, supposing they nevér knew that the white people 
were going to take over their land. 

Yes, we understand that the 
native people down in this part of the Territories, 
they survive long time ago without white people, but 
after the white people came, then the traders came 


first. They are the people that wanted to trade for 


the fur of this land and so, the native people try 


hard to kill some fur in order to get some supplies 
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from the white people to trade and the poor native 
people had to work hard in order to kill some fur 
and there were a lot of lives--native people lost 
a few lives in order just to get the fur for the 
white people. 

Since then, there wasn't 
any trust amongst the white people and the native 
people because they always cheated the native people 
just for fur. Up until now, we had all kinds of 
leaders that did a lot of impossible things and then 
came our great Dogrib leader which is called Edzo 
and those people, they were always fighting amongst 
themselves with different tribes and some occasions 
with the White people. There seems to be no peace 
whenever the people met. 

For some reason or another 
Edzo decided there must be such thing as peace, so 


he go and found out about how to go about it and 


decided to make peace amongst the people that did 


fight amongst themselves and then that's how the 
peace being created amongst the native people and 
various tribes and amongst the government of them 
aliy 

The original landing of the 
white people happened to be situated around Fort Rae 
was the old Fort Rae Point. That's the first origina 
site of Fort Rae and then for some reason or another 
the trader happened to move at this site and then 
came along the present Chief at those days, move 


along with him, and then the Bay moved and then this 
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is the original site now. 


In those days when the first 


traders that arrived over here, I used to remember, 


they uséd to have the gunpowder and everything. 
There wasn't anything as fancy or modern stuff that 
you've got nowadays. Even the white people have to 
suffer through those days. Yes, those days there 
wasn't very much of a transportation available. 

The white people, when they 
first landed over here, they used the native people 
from here as the slaves and stand ahead of dogs to 
go all the way down right across Great Slave Lake, 


down to Ft. Resolution, just to transport mail for 


them. We understand that the native people did work 


hard for the white people when they first arrived in 


the Northwest Territories, all the way down Mackenzie 


River, up and down. All the way down to Fort Chip 
or either further south yet by working for them. 

If it wasn't for native 
people, Tt don't think those people ever get around. 
All the history that I have been repeating about, 
how the native people have worked hard for the white 
people; those people, the native people used to go 
down to Snare Lake all the way down to Coppermine 
River just by pulling a little sled. There was no 
dog teams in those days. They have to pull their 
own sleds just to have some dry meat for those white 


people and come back all the-.way back over here to 


Coppermine River, to Snare Lake, and all the way down 


to Ft. Simpson over land just to work for the white 
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people, not to earn anything. 

After doing so, they come 
back with their bare hands but nothing in their 
pockets. What I'm talking about is that the people 
used to work pretty hard for the white explorers 
when they first arrived. They have to go to work 
all the way down the Mackenzie River, all the way 
up to probably around--pretty close to Coppermine 
River and all the way down to Snowdrift, all th 
way down the Mackenzie River and up all the way down 
to the Fort. Chip area. 

There's no such thing as 
working overtime for they weren't getting paid by 
months or years. They just go there for one summer 
long working just for the people, just for sixty 
dollars. Well, that's the sad story that we heard 
about the history of our Dogrib people, not only 
Dobrib people but the people down the river 
the Delta, We don't come from very rich people but 
somehow we managed to survive and work for those 
rich people. | 

Yes, those days when the 
native people worked pretty hard for the White people 
just in order to do some trading with them. Then 
there's no such thing as money involved per pelt as 
such in those days as a trader when they first 
arrived. They brought in big tall rifle and then 
what they asked for the rifle was no money involved 
but just a stack of fur up to the rim of the barrel. 


But there's no money involved but I don't know how 
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many thousands of dollars that gun must have been 
worth to the people, the White people, but the native 
people don’t seem to know this them days. 

It seems to me nowadays that 
all the money that the traders got away with, you're 
the people living with it. We've got nothing out 
of it. Yes, those days when the explorers came, 
native people had to, before the white explorers 
came, the native people have to survive just mainly 
off the land. After all that, after their arrival, 
the native people have to work for them, like I told 
you the history of it and then in return, native 
people got nothing, not even a smile from the 
Government of Canada. 

Whenever we see the 
government people arriving in our community to talk 
with the Band Council and then we understand saying 
that the one particular fellow representing different 
department, the other fellow different department, 
the other fellow different department; all in the 
same roof, working for the Government of Canada. 

Once the native people ask for something and they tum 
around and tell us, “ask the other guy." There's no such 

thing as help but we, as a native people, we have got 
our own government. 

When it's time to make 
decisions, they pretty well have to consult with 


our government which is our Band Councilsand Chiefs. 


Yet bypassing them, they make their own decisions just 


as if .native people haven't got their own governments. 
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When we first signed the Treaty with the Government | 
of Canada, we didn't expect to tell us or to tell them 
to make a pipeline or something like that, or to make 
some construction, because we native people need them. 
Certainly wasn't involved when the first Treaty was 
signed. 

Yes, all the old people that 
left everything for us to use, trapping grounds, 
hunting grounds, possible fishing grounds. At this 
site over here in Rae, the reason why those people 
chose it was because it was a good fishing spot and 
yet, people got nets in the water everyday and they 
get some fish off the lake everyday. 

Certainly some other people, 
some other native people, they're in the same shoe, 
probably doing the same ideas. The old folks must 
have left everything for them to use. There wasn't 
anything mentioned on the Treaty that a white man: 
should spoil their hunting grounds and their fishing 
grounds. Yes, we native people have our own sites 
where all our old people that used to live from the 
grounds, they still got some grounds where it shows. 
They used to have their celebrations and some sites 
where they must have had a gathering, good 
fishing grounds and hunting grounds. 

We still keep them and 
preserve it for the future use of our native people 
and we don't expect the government or anybody to 
have the pipeline go through our land because we 


native people use our land for anything that swims 
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like fish and anything that flies like a bird, 
animals living on the land. That's what we like 
to retain. 

Certainly we are not going 
to live off the pipeline because-- or the money, 
probably it's good but there's no way that you are 
going to convince us because we are not going to 
share your money, the money that you make out of all 
the resources. Certainly we are not going to share 
your money. We are not going to share your gas. 
That's the reason why we don't want the pipeline. 

We like to live the way we are, without being 
bothered by any companies at all. 

We heard lots about the 
Alaska Pipeline, which is under way, and then 
everything that's surrounding with it and we believe 
the same thing is going to happen over here in the 
Northwest Territories. There wouldn't be any 
difference at all. We feel kind of sorry for those 
people that their pipeline went through,whether they 
had any consultation before the pipeline went 
through but we certainly don't want to see it happen 
here in the Northwest Territories. 

We appreciate having you 
to listen to us dnd everybody else must appreciate 


you listening to us because you probably might be 


the one that's supposed to be making a recommendation 


to the Government of Canada. We don't know for sure 
what type of government you are talking about when 


you say the Government of Canada. Could he be a 
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fellow that has a good heart for everybody or he is 


another ignorant fellow that don't want to listen 


to people of Canada. For some reason or another, 
he must have a heart to give the people some 
pensions, family allowance and some other assistance. 

Certainly when we see some 
government representative that they takes notes, 
thinking that native people will believe them, that 
they bring the message back to the Government of 
Canada but yet, we've never seen any report come out 
back. Never at all. You know, since the government 
had supplied a few people in the Northwest Territorie 
with some homes and some homes are falling apart. 
Prefab houses, something that is not very capable 
enough to stand for the winter and yet they look | 
fancy from outside, painted, fancy and skirted | 
probably and yet maybe there's some families living | 
in the homes that haven't got anything to eat. 

You probably must have went 
to the Delta and visited various communities and 
never seen the clean landscapes or at least a garden 
or people growing potatoes and vegetables. No, 
there isn't such thing as that. Yet, the people 
depend on one another. Whenever they've got somethin 
to eat, fish or game or moose or anything, they like 
to share. That's the type of people they are. 

Yes, we understand that the 
people coming from the South, going through 
universities and all that and then we got enough 


people over here without being employed or there is 
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an employment shortage over here in the Northwest 
Territories. We don't like to see the white people 
coming from outside and taking over their jobs, the 
job that could easily have been done by local people 
over here. But yet those people come in from the 
South and take over their jobs all the time. 

The government representativ 
must at least tell the people about how things could 
have ran or consulted with the people before. I 
wouldn't doubt or I wouldn't imagine that there could 
have been that much talks. We don't like to see the 
people exploiting our lands. We had that situation. 
I think we've had enough. We don't want anymore 
people coming in and exploiting our land. It's 
probably good for them and the government as well 
but certainly it isn't good for the native people. 

That's the reason why 
those people are complaining over the same problem, 
over and over again. Supposing if we tore up all 
the lands that the white people got and then I 
wonder what would happen. We wouldn't even escape. 
It wouldn't take us no longer than half an hour or 
so before we would get caught and put in jail for 
it because we haven't consulted the owner of the 
land. The same goes with the white people that are 


exploiting over our lands. 


If the pipeline went 
through, I don't think the people would ever like 
it. That's the reason why we've been repeating 


things over and over again. I think with all the 
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speeches that we've made and all the speeches you 
must have heard throughout Northwest Territories, 
maybe it's a pile of book by now. So, at that 
occasions, maybe I should just sum up everything 
now, he says. 

Since we know the history 
of our Dogrib nation and throughout the Northwest 
Territories and if we are going to be talking, I 
guess there will be no end to it, but I would like 
to say the pipeline will never feed me. That's the 
reason why I don't want the pipeline to go through 
now. On that occasion, I really appreciate taking 
your time off to listen to me. 

(WITNESS ASIDE) 

NICK FOOTBALL, resumed: 

(JIM RABESCA RESUMED AS INTERPRETER) 

THE INTERPRETER: His name 
is Nick Football Weel Hitt the present Band 
Councillor and at least I have the opportunity to 
speak to you and I'd like to say a few words on my 
behalf. We had a meeting for the last three days. 


We covered a fair amount of grounds that we think 


it's important for you to bring back to the Governmen 


of Canada. 

Not Sitty the Band Council 
had the opportunity to speak to you, but there's 
some young people that spoke and old and some women 


and the general public. The way I understand it, 


I gather from all the people that spoke, the majority 


of them that are in favor of not having a pipeline 


coming through. I do agree with them too. 
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We know and we understand 
what the pipeline is all about and we know it's going 
to do some harm. By just saying the pipeline, it's 
hurting a lot of people already. But when it is 
originally planned and done on the ground, I think 
it's going to do more harm than just the plain word. 

But living off the land, I've 
decided that won't hurt nobody's feelings at all. It 
wouldn't hurt your feeling. It wouldn't hurt nobody's 
feelings and yet it's going to do some good for the 
native people because they live off the land. We 
know that money is important but we got our own 
resources to depend on, something like living off the 
land. Certainly money is probably involved for you 
people to build a pipeline but we native people were | 
quite positive that we are not going to end up | 
living off the ea peines | 

Just because we work for 
a few years on a pipeline doesn't mean that is going 
to do us any good for the remaining years and future 
generations of native people. Well, we heard enough 
of what harm the pipeline is going to do for us. It' 
kind of harmless. You are talking about natural 
gas which easily could be Gaught on fire and you're 
talking about oil again and the pipeline is going 
to remain on top of the ground and once it leaked 
out of the pipe. 

That's got nothing to do 
for the native people to live. The native people 


have to live off the land all right but there's no 
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way --— it's going to hurt the environment pretty 
bad. We got all kinds of forest fires are located 

in Northwest Territories and I don't know how many 
thousands of acres are burning at the present time. 
Nobody seems to be involved or want to take it out 

of the Northwest Territories but yet, they're talking 
about something which is pretty hazardous, which is 
gas. 

Supposing the fire is 
closing over the land and putting a pipéline in and 
Supposing it broke, even now nobody is paying 
attention to the land that's burning. I don't think 
that anybody will ever protect the land for the 
pipe. Then if the forest fire took over the pipe 
and there's no way that anybody in the Northwest 
Territories will ever survive that. | 

If the pipeline catches on | 
fire and then you might lose the pipeline itself. 

You might lose lots of lives. That's something that 
pretty well has to be considered nice and clear 
before the pipeline goes through but I don't where 
you found the idea of bypassing that. Thank you 

for listening to me and I hope that you bring the 
message right across Canada up to Government of 
Canada. That's my sincere thanks, he says. 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 
HARRY KOYINA, resumed: 


THE INTERPRETER: His name 
is Harry Koyina and he is one of the longtime member 


of the Band Council and yet he came back to the Band 
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Council just recently and was elected to this present | 


H. Kovyina 


Council again. He likes to say a few words. 
One hour is long enough to 


listen to somebody's complaints maybe but you happen 


| 
to take your time to listen to all the people, young 
and old alike, their speeches and their presentations 
he says. 

Yes, after listening to on 
has been said through thegeneral public, it seems to me 
there is hardly anything more to add. By listening to 
CBC right across from the Delta, people speaking, 
there's hardly anything to add, but he'd like to say 
a few words yet. 

I'd like to ask you a | 


question, he says. Mr. Berger, I understand that 


the people--one way or another I've heard a lot of 


| 
| 
times that the government people say that the land | 
belongs to the Queen and it makes me wonder if it's 
crue. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Well, 
the Government of Canada is sovereign over the whole 
of Canada. The Government of Canada is sovereign in 
the name of the Queen. I don't want to turn this 
into a lecture on political science but let me put 
it this way. 
The Government of Canada as 
a matter of policy has said that it is obliged to 
negotiate a settlement of their land claims with 


the native people of the Northwest Territories. That, | 


it seems to me, is sufficient for our purposes here 
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today. Let me put it this way. Under the Constitutional 
law of our country, there is an underlying interest 

in all land that is held by the sovereign and that 

means in the name of the Queen. I have a house in 
Vancouver. It belongs to me but there is an under- 
lying interest in the sovereign and that means that 


there is an underlying interest in the name of the | 


Queen. 


I don't know whether I'm 
answering this question in a way that is helpful but 
under the Constitutional law of every nation, the 
nation itself has an underlying interest in all of 
the land that comprises the country. In Canada, the 
sovereign interest that underlies all land titles 


is held in the name of the Queen. 


Having said that and having 


said it as simply as I can, let me repeat that the 





Government of Canada has acknowledged that the native 
people of the North have an interest in the land here 
in the North and that they have an obligation to 
settle the claim of the native people. Now, do the 
best that you can with that, Mr. Rabesca, because 
I did the best I could. 
MR. RABESCA: Well, I'll 

transpire it back to my government. 
(INTERPRETER TRANSLATES THE ABOVE) 

| THE INTERPRETER: Anybody 
that owns land, he travels on it | 
guite often, periodically or something like that. | 


Supposing if it's the government's land, why don't 


the government travel on it? 
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We native people travel and | 
cover our own land. We don't go and disturb the / 
government's land. We travel on our own lands. 

If that's his land, he could have been travelling on 
it a long time ago, quite often. It looks to me 

that when we first signed a Treaty saying that the 
land belongs to the native people and which they 
agreed and now it seems to me they are telling us 

and any company representative or government 
representative come around to our settlement saying 
that belongs to the Government of Canada. 

To me, I don't think it's 
true, he says. Since everybody got their own 
interests, especially the native people have got 
their rights to make their own decision whether they 
should have a pipeline go through or not, but in | 
order to define who owns the land, we still have | 
to renegotiate with the Government of Canada. Until 
the land claim is settled, we don't want to see any 
development come up within the Northwest Territories, 
anything as such so-called pipeline either too. 

We know that the pipeline 
might be important to the Government of Canada and 
maybe oil companies that want to sell our gas but 
we, the native people over here, we know that it's 
going to spoil the land pretty bad and it's going 
to hurt the land pretty bad as’ well as the native 
people within the Territories. That goes for the 
younger generations and for future generations too. 


We want to retain the good ownership of the land and 
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no disaster things to appear within our native 
lands. 

The original history of my 
old folks that I understand that the original founders 
of the two people, so-called Indians and white man, 
the Indian people,they are the people that found the 
white man. In turn, they don't recognize it. They 
kept saying that they want to do something--whatever 
they want to do with the development of the Territories, 
they'd like to go ahead. By rights, it shouldn't 
be like that. 

When the first fur traders 
came and the white people came to Northwest 
Territories, they don't know what the hell to buy off 
in order to. trade off for the goods from the native 
people. They want to trade but they didn't know GARE | 
to trade with or they want to buy some fur maybe but 
what they did, they bought some scalps off the native 
people. 

Yet, native people have to 
work for their own scalp to ‘sell it back to them. 
Well, I understand that they were buying some scalps 
all right and then everybody got a scalp. Even the 
white people, they had one. Then supposing if they 
were smart enough, I don't think they would ever 
buy one--their own scalp maybe. Yet, I heard you 
the other day saying that some experts--supposing 
there weren't any experts involved in order to define 
what scalp was. 


Nowadays, he says, after all 
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| 

| 

| 
we went through, the hard times in the past, just to | 
have the white people survive and then they wanted | 
to buy some very expensive furs, I suppose, and which 
they did, which is our scalps, I guess. 

In order that all that 
hardship those days, nowadays, he says, in return, 
we've got nothing. The poor native people still have 
to live off the land, go out to go and visit their 
nets in the morning in order to feed their families 
and there's no return from the white people. I don't 
know why we sold our scalp for it, for the amount 
of money. 

After all, buying off all 
the scalps and sold it in the market somewhere down 
South and got all the money for it, that's got to 


be the white people which is the government and come 


back to the native people saying we should have a 
Treaty. I'll give you five dollars a piece. There's 
your share. 

I believe personally that 
I think it comes out of that money that they made 
out of our scalps. Supposing the government, I don't 
think they ever spent any money on native people. 
The original money they were giving out for Treaty 
money somedays and up until now is the money that 
they once made out of the native scalps, as far as al 
the fur bearing animals that once the native people 
made off the land for them. 


Yes, we do understand that 


the people that did a lot of research in mostly these 
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companies. The oil companies must have done a lot 
of research in order to find out how effective it | 
is for native people and so did the native people. 

| 


They did their own research in such a way to know 


how effective it is. All that time we 
hear the people complain about their own side, 
how effective the pipeline is going to be to them. | 

We never did once hear of 
the oil companies saying that under our research, 
this is how effective the pipeline is going to be 
to you people in the future. JI heard enough of all 
the things that the native people had to say about 
their land. I really appreciate having you listening) 
to them too to share their thoughts about the people 
within the Northwest Territories, as well as our own | 
community over here too. | 

But since I'm talking up | 
too much time myself and all the speakers that did, 
it's kind of getting late. I'd sooner quit. I just 
might as well quit for now because I just haven't 
got time since the time is running out. 

‘I sure appreciate listening 
to the rest of the people and since the land belongs 
to the native people, and they've had enough to say 
about their land but in other words, the government 
representative feels or the oil companies feel that 
every land belongs to the government. 


So, there's not very much 


ee ee 


to say but I hope whenever you make your report to 


the Government of Canada, I hope you make the best 
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H. Koyina 
P. Huskey 


report out of what our feelings are within the 
Northwest Territories. Thank you. 
(WITNESS ASIDE) 

THE COMMISSIONER: How many 
more are there? 

MR. RABESCA: Just one more. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Fine. 

MR. RABESCA: And this will 
be it. 

PETER HUSKEY, sworn: 

THE WITNESS?‘ I would like 
to say something. We the young people today talking 
about the pipeline. We are talking about it because 
we do not want it on our land. What if the pipeline 
busts? What will happen to our land? Our land will 
be spilled with gas and oil. | 

If the gas and oil gets | 
into the water, the water will not be good to drink. | 
We won't be able to drink water from the lake. What 
will we wash our clothes with? Everybody should 
know it is cold in the Northwest Territories. Some- 
times we even have to make a hole in the ice to 
set up the fish nets. 

We have three to four feet 
of ice in the cold weather. Sometimes the cold gets 
from fifty-five to sixty-five below zero. We hunt 
in the cold weather without tents and it's a hard 
work but we still do it. The pipeline would hurt 
our land, our money and our food and especially 
our life. 


We enjoy the way of life. 
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P. Huskey 


We like to hunt and trap because that is the way we | 
are brought up. That's why we are talking against 
the pipeline, which they want to put on our land. 
It.will really inflict us. I would.like to say 
something else, too. It is about forest fires, 
which I do not like. 

There was no forest fires in 
Older days. There weren't any forest fires. Why is 
there always forest fires in the land? Somebody has 
got to be building the fire. It does not start by 
itself. Forestry or the fire fighters should know 
they are burning our money, our land and our food, 
which we get in the bush. That is all I would like 
to say today. By the way, my name is Peter Huskey. 
I am twelve years old. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank 
you, Peter. 

THE WITNESS: Thank you. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Thank 


you very much. I'd like Peter's statement to keep 

as part of the formal record of the Inquiry. 

(SUBMISSION BY PETER HUSKEY MARKED AS EXHIBIT C649) 
(WITNESS ASIDE) 

THE COMMISSIONER: I don't 
speak Dogrib but I think I understood that. 

THE INTERPRETER: I'd like 
to translate what Alex Charlo had to say about that 
little fellow there. He says, I really appreciate 
what he had to say. In his remarks, he says I forgo 


to mention something that is very important to the 


land that is still affecting us right now at the 
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moment, he says. Something that we really don't like 
to see within our Territory was the pipeline to 


begin with and then the forestry. Forest fires, we 


thing, pollution or either that or poison stuff, 
whatever the pollute the country with. That's three 
main things I really don't want to see within my 


don't like to see that in our land and there's anceoes 
| 
; | 
Territory. | 


He says, I really appreciate 





that little fellow's remarks and from this day on, 


| 

he's going to be my friend, he says. | 

THE COMMISSIONER: May I 
then thank all of you for coming to this hearing | 
these last three days. Chief Charlo said that this | 
is serious business and it is, especially serious | 
for you, the people who live here in the North, who 
make the North raiehang state because whatever decision 
is made, is a decision that you will have to live | 
with. 

I am conscious of that and 
I will not forget it and I will not forget what all 
of you have said here these past three days. That's 
why I came, so you could tell me, you the people that 
live here, could tell me what ae in your minds, 
could tell me what you would say to the Government 
of Canada if they, the Prime Minister and all of his 
colleagues were here tonight instead of me. 

I want to thank the Chief 


and the members of the Band Council. I want to thank 


the former Chiefs who spoke. I want to thank the 
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elders and I want to thank the young people and to 


| 


thank all of you who told me what was in your minds. | 
We have a written record of everything that has been 
said these past three days and that written record 
will be sent to the Chief and the Band Council so 
that you in Rae will have a permanent record of what 
was said here these past three days and I will have 
it too so that I will be able to go back to it and 
read again what you've told me at this hearing in 


Rae. 





Now, not everybody got a 
chance to speak but I think that those of you who 
didn't get a chance to speak will agree that many of | 
the things you wished to say were said by others | 
who spoke. The main things that the people of Rae | 
wanted me to know and through me, the government | 


and the people of Canada, have indeed been said these 
| 





past three days. 

So, let me just thank you 
all again and we will be leaving tomorrow to go to 
Lac La Martreand then the day after that on Friday, 
we will be going to Rae Lakes to hear what the Dogrib 
people who live in those communities have to say to 
the Inquiry. So, thank you again. 

I will be finishing the 
hearings in the North at the end of September and | 
after that I will report to the Government of canada | 
and after that, my report will be laid before | 
Parliament and you will hear about it. So, thank you 


CHIEF CHARLO: In closing, 
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I'd like to thank Mr. Berger and the staff that is 
travelling with you. You've heard all the different 


ages from eleven years old, older people, eighty- 


four years old and all the different opinions and concerns, 


it comes from their heart. This thing that is a 
major project that is coming up is the Mackenzie 


Valley Pipeline and they are against it and we not 


etl -“baevor. 


56, An. closing, 2h. Like 
to thank you for coming into our community and 
listening to my people. MThank you. 

(SUBMISSION OF P. W. SETON MARKED AS EXHIBIT C650) 


(PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED TO AUGUST 12, 1976) 
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Michael Jackson, Esq., for Mackenzie Valley Pipeline 
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Darryl Carter, Esq., and 

Al Workman, Esq., for Canadian Arctic Gas Pipelin 
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Lac La Martre, 


N.Wael.} 
August 12, 1976. 
| 


(PROCEEDINGS RESUMED PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT. ) 


(FRANCIS ZOE SWORN AS INTERPRETER. ) | 


THE COMMISSIONER: Well, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, I'll call our hearing to order. 
I am Judge Berger, and I am here to find out what you 
think about the pipeline and the changes that it will 
bring with it. Do you want me to continue, or do you 
want to do that? 

Now, the oil and gas industry 
wants to build a pipeline along the Mackenzie Valley 
that will carry natural gas from the Arctic Ocean to 
southern Canada and the United States. After that, the 
Government expects that an oil pipeline would be built.| 
So I am here to find out what you think about the idea 
of building a gas pipeline along the Mackenzie Valley, 
and then building an oil pipeline along the Mackenzie 
Valley after that. . 

Now, Im not here to tell you 
that a pipeline would be a good thing, and I'm not here 
to tell you it would be a bad thing. I'm here to 
listen to you tell me what you think about it. 

For many months now I have 
been listening to people who live here in the North, 
Indian people, Metis people, Inuit people and White 
people, tell me what they think about the pipeline. 


I've been to thirty communities so far, and I'm here 
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because I want to know what you have to say about it, 


because you are the people who live here in the North, 


| 
this is your home, and whatever decision is made about 
a pipeline is a decision that you will have to live | 
with. That's why I want to know what you think about | 
it. | 
I think I should tell you that | 
if the gas pipeline is built, it would take three years 
to build it, and six thousand men would be needed to 
build it. It's clear that an awful lot of those men 
would be brought in from the South here in to the North 
to build the pipeline, but it's also clear that there 
would be a lot of jobs in the pipeline for Northern 
people who wanted to work on the pipeline. If a pipe- 
line is built, we are told enae there will be increased 


exploration for oil and gas all along the route of the 


pipeline, and that would mean that all along the 





Mackenzie Valley there would be increased seismic 
exploration activity and, of course, wherever oil and 
gas were found there would be drilling rigs established. 
Now, I want to make sure that 
all the people who live here in the North will have a 
chance to tell me what they think about all of this, 
and I want to know something about the way you live 
now, and the way you want your children to live, the 
way -- I want you to tell me something about this 
village today, and about what kind of a future you, the 
people who live in this village desire for yourselves. 


Let me just tell you that -- 


you may have noticed that I didn't come all by myself, 
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and these two young people here who have this mask over 
their face, they're just repeating everything that is 
said here so it can be written down, it's recorded on tape, 
and then written down:-and typed up, and it will mean 
that I can read it and remember all that you say here 


in Lac La Martre to me, and we will send a copy of the 


written record to Chief Beaulieu and the Council so 
that you, the people of Lac La Martre, will have a 
written record of all that is said here today. 

The CBC's Northern broadcastin 
crew are with us today as well, and they are the people 
you hear on the radio every night. Joe Tobie, who 
broadcasts in Dogrib; Louis Blondin who broadcasts in 
Slavey; Jim Sittichinli who broadcasts in Loucheux; 

Abe Ookpik who broadcasts in tains and Whit Fraser who 


broadcasts in English. And in addition to them, there 


are other people here from newspapers and magazines in 





Southern Canada, because people throughout Canada are 
anxious to know what is going to happen here in the 
North, and are anxious to know what you, the people of 
the North, think about it all. So that's why these 
other people are here today, and I told them to come, 
and we also have representatives of the pipeline 
companies here. I asked them to come so that they coul 
listen to you, hear what you had to say, and later on, 
if you want to, you can ask them questions. 

Now; 2d won'to-reit 'sanotoumto 
me to decide whether a pipeline should be built, that's 


for the Government of Canada in Ottawa to decide. But 


they have said that they will not make up their minds 
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about whether to build a pipeline or not until I have 
completed my work here in the North, until I have given 
everybody in the North a chance to be heard. So that's 
why I am here today to listen to you and then to make 
my report to the Government of Canada. 

I've talked enough, so I'll 
ask you people to proceed. Chief Beaulieu. 

(INTERPRETER INTERPRETS ABOVE.) 
CHIEF LOUIS BEAULIEU, resumed: 

THE: INTERPRETER: First) of 
all, he would like to say thank you that you people have 
come out here to discuss the pipeline with the people, 
and he said we're here to do things to help each other, 
he said, and to get things straightened out, and that he 
wishes that the meeting, or the -- the meeting with you 
will turn out the way it should, he said. | 

Now, he would like to -- also | 
mentions that you may be aware of the first treaty that 
they have, the people have with the Government, but now 
he is not going to say anything about this treaty. But 
he would like to say something about the people, the 
poor people that we live in this North, and how they 
lived up to date, from the past and then up to date. 

And he also mentions that in 
the past, he said that we were poor people. We depend 
highly on the land, he said, for the fishing, trapping, 
and hunting, and that the people had to help each other 
to survive. 

He would also like to say that 


this is what happened. This is how they lived, he said, 
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until now, he said. It's not going to be up until now, 
he said, it's going to be done in the future too, he 
said. This is the way we live, and this is the way we 
are going to live, in the past and in the future, he 
said. 

Okay; he also mentions that we 
the Denes, that we depend on our land, since what he 
had mentioned just recently. He said we depend on our 
land for the fishing and the trapping and the hunting. 
It doesn't only effect this community, but it also 
includes other communities where people are helping 
each other, the Dene people are helping each other to 
hear that the pipeline hearing, the people are trying 
to help each other to do or to decide on what is good 
for the people in each écrimiunity, he said. 


He also mentions that when 


you swear the things that he is going to speak, like 
just before you speak you have to swear in that you are 
going to say something is the truth. Well, he said, 
we are talking the truth. We swear with the Bible, 
with the Bible in our hands, and what I am going to say 
is true, he says. 

We depend on the land for 
Survival. People have to do sorte sian hy to live, he 
says, hunting, and that up until now they have been 
doing this for a living, he says, all the Dene people. 
And in the future they will still continue doing this, | 
he says, hunting and trapping and fishing for their 
living. 


Well, okay. He says, in the 
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{ 
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North he says, where there's permafrost, four feet down,/ 





the ground at that time is about four feet in depth, 
he says, and that is pretty hard to grow anything a 
and that the people here in the North depend on what ) 
exist on their land, and that they have to protect 


their land. He says, they depend on their land for 


survival, and that they have to protect their land, is 





what he says. 

He would also like to mention 
that during their, the time they are trapping, he says, 
they have a very tough time, he says. And during that 
period of the trapping, there is hardly anything that 
they can feed on, he says. The only thing that they 
could feed on is the fish that they could get, and a | 
few birds that they can kill, ava this is the reason | 
why they depend on the land, he said. | 

| Now, he would also like to | 
mention that what he means by the poor people, he says, 
now, is that the people have no income. They couldn't 
get a plane in here from Yellowknife to Lac La Martre 
to buy groceries, he said. And you may be well aware 
that there is no all weather roads here. We do have 
the winter roads but not all weather roads. And if 
they don't make money, there is ris way they can get any 
groceries from the store, he said. 

He would also like to mention 
something about the education there. Most of the 
people in -- the young people in the community, he says 
did go to school, but didn't go any further than Grade 


Ten, he says. They can see a lot of young people here, 
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he says, but not every one of them has gone over the 
grade of ten, he says. 

He would also like to mention 
that the young people who don't speak the English 
language, or rather I should say the foreign language, 
which is difficult for them to understand, he says, nor 
the ways of the White man, he said. They've been livin 
from the past up to date, they've been living the way 
their ancient ancienters, or the way their forefathers 
used to live, and they still live the way they used -- 
they did a hundred years ago. 

He also mentions that just 
recently, he mentions that the reason that he is 
talking today is that he would like to protect his land 
What -- the reason that he Pp, tha, on9 that is that they 
depend on the land for survival, and the pipeline 
destroy it, what exists on the land, they will have 
nothing, he says, nothing for the new generation that 
is coming, the future generations. 

Like you see today that -- 
in this community they do not have -- they depend on 
the fishing a lot, since there is no caribou around 
here. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Since 
there is no what? 

THE INTERPRETER: Caribou. 
And the reason why he is speaking today is that he is 
trying to protect what they have now for the new gener- 
ations and the future generations, he said. And the 


reason he is speaking now is that he is trying to 
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Jimmy Rabesca 


protect what he has on his land for the future 
generations, and that what he is telling you, he's 
asking you, is that for you to report back to the 
Government so that perhaps you can help the people. 

The things that he just 
mentioned now are not something that he is just talking 
about which is false. He is talking about something 
that is true, he says. This is the way they have lived 
before, and this is the way they are going to live in 
the future. This is what he is saying. 

(WITNESS ASIDE) 

JIMMY RABESCA, resumed: 

THE INTERPRETER: This is 
Jimmy Rabesca who is speaking now. He would like to 
say that now that you came to the community, that you 
have been hired by the Government to get the reports or 
the information from Ae people so that you can report 
back to the Government, he says. And he would like to 
say a few things to you. 

And he also says that we, he 
says, we Dene, we are poor, he says, and that we depend 
on the land very much, he says, and whatever exists 
like -- the things that exist like animals that they 
kill to feed on, he says, is the mee that they feed 
on. So this is why they say that they depend on the 
land, and once these things are destroyed, they have 
nothing to live on, he says. 

He also says that we depend on 
the things that exist in our land, he says, like fish, 


caribou, rabbits, ptarmigan, and so forth. He said our 
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he says. And we will still continue to depend on the 
animals that they depend on, that they feed on, like 
Caribou and ptarmigan, which he just mentioned. 

And we are trying to protect 
our lands, he says, to protect these things that exist 
on our land, and this is the reason why they want to 


forefathers had to depend on these animals for survival 
stop this pipeline from coming through across their 


land. 

The reason that he is speaking 
today and that he is -- the reason that he is speaking 
now is that -- to help their land, which is their life, 
he says. 

He also said that they haven't 
seen many -- any caribous for meaty years now, he says, 


in this community, and if there is caribou around, te 
is many miles away Fesin here, he said. And that the 
only way that they can go and get this caribou meat is 
by plane, he says, and that they have to go very far, 
Many miles to get the caribou. 

And that if there is going to 
be a pipeline, and if anything goes wrong with the 
pipeline, or an oil spill happens, this will destroy 
all the caribou which exists angina this area, he says. 

He can say that now, that we 
are getting our caribou many miles from here, about 
two hundred miles, three hundred miles from here. And 
in the future, that if they have any oil spills between 


here and there, this will cause the caribou to go 


further north, he says, and this will cause us a 
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problem. 

Now that the caribou is so 
many miles from here, and they will be more miles from 
here, if there would be anything that goes wrong with 
the pipeline, he says. This is the reason why they 
want to protect their land from building the pipeline. 

And he also mentions that we 
are -- the thing that he just mentioned just recently, 
is just one of the reasons why they want to protect 
their land from the pipeline, and these are another 
reason, he says. Like, for instance, most of the 
Indians -- the Native people around the North depend 
highly on the fishing too. Once the pipeline is put 
through, and if anything went wrong with the pipeline, 
if they had any oil spills dees lakes, they will 
destroy the fish, he says, and if a person wl is 
depending on the fishies is eating these fish which are 
not very good, it will also destroy the humans, like a 
person whoever is eating that fish. 

So, this is another reason 
why they are trying to protect their land from the 
pipeline. 

He also said that the animals 
that is living in the land He a on what exists in 
the land, and that if they build a pipeline, it will 
destroy all the animals that exist in the land like, 
for instance, caribou, beaver, and so forth. And then 
the people here who depend on -- who are resourceful 
and depend on the land will have nothing to live on. 


He said all the people -- all 
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the Treaty people that you visit in each community, he 
Said, the thirty communities that you have mentioned 
that you visited, these people are human, he said. 
They have to consume food to survive, he says. And 
these people are always resourceful people, and they 
depend highly on their land for survival. This is why 
they are pleading for the right of the land. They are 
trying to protect whatever exists in their land, and 
this is the reason why they are saying they don't want 
a pipeline to go through their lands. 

He also said that when we said 
the pipeline would destroy everything, he said we are 
not saying only one thing, it will destroy only one 
thing, it will destroy a lot of things, even the 
ground, he says. What he is trying to say is that it 
will also destroy the soil on the ground, and it will 
no longer grow aa 

We can take for instance a 
forest fire, where after a forest fire leaves nothing 
but ashes, and nothing can grow up on that land on 
which there was a forest fire. It will do the same 
thing to the land, he says, if the pipelines goes 
through. 

The eae why they are saying 
they don't want a pipeline is that the people that are 
building these pipelines are taking chances sort of 
thing. It is cold -- you know, this country is cold, 
and if anything goes wrong with the Pipeline, it would 
destroy a lot of things. 


Now they are -- somebody else 
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is proposing a highway in the Mackenzie, a Mackenzie 


| 

| 
Highway, and that they can use that highway to transfer 
their oil, gas and oil. 

He also said that we are not 
talking for the people -- he says that we are not 
talking for the people who exist now, he says, but we | 
would like to talk about the future generation, he | 

| 
said, the people who will depend on the land will be | 
the children. Himself, he said, he has children who 
he would like to speak for them, whereas he would like 
to speak for them so that he can protect the land for 
them. In the future if they are going to live the way 
he has lived, they will highly depend on the land, he 
Says, and this is the reason why he is speaking today, 
he says. | 

He also would like to say that 
you, Mr. Berger, you ne the person who is hired by the 
Government to go to the people to get -- to talk with 
the people and see what the people have to say about 
this pipeline, is the reason why you are hired, he says 
And once that you report back to the Government in 
Ottawa, they will like to see that you help the 
people as best as you could, and they would appreciate 
very much if you would help them. 

Now that he has said almost 
everything that he wanted to say, and that there is a 
lot of people waiting to make their speech, he would 
like to say thank you for listening to his speech. 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 
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JOE ROAMIE, sworn: 

THE INTERPRETER: The fellow) 
speaking is Joe Roamie, and he would like to take the 
time in saying this here. 

He said, I have lived on my 
land up to my age now, he says; up to my age now, he 
says, and that he would like to say a message to the 
Government with this speech, he says. 

He is not only talking for the 
people who do exist now, he said. He is talking -- he 
is speaking for the people that -- a future generation 
who will also depend on the land, and that the people, 
the Dene people who are Treaty, all the Treaty people 
depend highly on the land, he said. 

He REGS says that the people 
that are living on the land now, he says, we people who 
are living on our land now are poor people, he says. 
He says during the past they have been brought up very 
poor, he says. They depend highly on the land, and the 
animals that they kill, which they use as food, and 
they have been brought up through their past life up 
to their age, this is how poor they were, and that they 
depended highly on their land. This is the reason why 
they are pleading for their right to say that they 
don't want the gas pipeline or the pipeline. This is 
why they are trying to protect their land. When they 
make a speech, these are the words that they have to 


mention to protect their land, he says. 


He said, these are a few 


things that the old generation used to live -- this is 


Al 
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how they used to live, he said, the old people. Throug 
cold, he said, through cold they have been brought up, 
and their mothers had to breast feed them. During that 
time there were no such things as cans of milk, nor any 
goods from the store, he said. They had to get things 
from the land. And this is how the old generation 
brought their children up. The reason it is done that 
way is that they love their children and their land. 
And I believe that they love their children and they 
want their children to live, and also they love their 
land for survival for their children to live, he says. 

These are the reasons why we 
want to protect what he have now is the land, he says. 
He also took the time to say that this our land, he 
says, and we would like to protect ft. 

He said that through the past 
all the peoples, cts the Dene people used the land, 
he says, just not one part of the land but all in the 
North, he said, even through cold. The old generation 
you don't know how many frostbite they went through to 
reach today, he said. 

The people depended on the 
things that exist on the land, like, for instance, the 
animal, the caribou, and the ecg -- the fish, and 
that most of the people have to travel so many miles to 
get the things like caribou. And that the old 
generation did -- the old people did travel a lot, many 
miles, he said, they must have. He said the old people 
did go all over the North, he said. Like what he is 


trying to say is this, to give you an example, that the 
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old people, they used to travel so many miles, they 
said -- most of the people said that there is caribou 
here, and then so many miles, but they would still 
travel to it, to get this caribou. But before they 
reached this area, there had been people there before 
them, he said. This is how it is in the North, he 
said, and this is the reason why they say this is our 
land. 

The old generation have 
searched all the areas in the North for survival. This 
is our land. We love our land. We do not try to 
destroy what exists in our land that we depend highly 
on, he says. 

But he sees -- nowadays, he 
says, he sees a lot of aaLGraRiLon activities. They 
see a lot of White people from outside doing -- who are | 


| 
working on exploration which -- who are spoiling their 





land, the good hunting area, and these White people, 
which is not their land, go ahead and use the land, and 
which spoils most part of the land, he said, and it 
also spoils a good hunting area, or fishing area. 

He also mentions that not only 
exploration is hurting the people, also there is 
fishing, he said. He sees a lot of lakes where 
fishermen from outside were using lakes. They didn't 
give a go-ahead, or they didn't give a notice to the 
people in that area, the Dene people in that area, and 
that they just went ahead and used the lake, Most 


lakes is in the area like a trapping area, where the 


people do depend on the fishing on lakes, where outside 
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fishermen are taking the fishes from the lake and 
leaving nothing for the trappers, and that these people 
didn't know that these fishermen from outside were 
taking the fish out of the lakes from them, which is 
not very good, he said. This is spoiling the trapping 
area, he says, or rather we should say destroying the 
trapping area. 

These are a few examples of 
how these people of the old generation used to bring 
their children up, he said. During the cold, the cold 
season in the North, he said, in the north territory, 
most parts of the north territory, the temperature 
would go up to 60 degrees, he said, cold. Still the 


old generation struggled for to bring their children 





up, he said. 

The people had to be 
resourceful, he Sid & During that time there was no | 
fish nets, he said, and these people had to make their 
own nets. They had to dig five to six feet of ice 
before they can set a net. And this is how tough it 
was for the old generation. And this is how poor they 
used to be -- this is how poor they brought up their 
children, the old generation, he said. 

He also aouls like to say that 
the old generation had to struggle, had to suffer and 
struggle to bring their children up through the cold, 
and that they had to be resourceful, he said. And 
that these people were aware of the cold winter. They 


had to do most of their things during the summer. 


They used to make -- they didn't have any store boughte 
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type of nets, and they had to make their own nets to do 
their fishing, which is one part of being resourceful. 

He also said now that he is 
living on his land. He said we, the Dene people, we 
love our land, he said, we love our children. We love 
the Treaty people, he said. And we don't want to 
destroy what we have existing in our land, he said. | 

He also mentions that through 
the past we do not depend on the pipeline, and now why 
should the White people build the pipeline now, he said 
Since in the past we did not depend on the pipeline, he 
Said. 

It is not only him who is much 
concerned about the pipeline. Other people are also 


struggling and trying to help to stop the pipeline. 





He would like to ask you -- ask your assistance -- 
assistance from you ue talk with the Government for 
him so that there will not be a pipeline going through 
our land. 

He said he loves his children 
and that he is also speaking on behalf of these new 
generation, the future generations, and that he only 
wish and hope that the Government will take pity on 
him. 

They are pleading so that they 
don't have the pipeline going through their land. I 
am trying to mention a lot of things which will be -- 
which will effect the Dene people if there is a pipelin 
going through their land. 


He is trying to say that we | 
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are poor people, who were brought up poor, up to date, 
and that we depend on our land, and this is why we are 
pleading that the Government will take pity on the 
Dene people, and to help the Dene people to struggle 
for their right. 

He also said that you may have 
visited all the communities, he said, all the Treaty 
communities, he said. From this end, from this 
community, he said, you may have visited other 
communities where people made speeches. They wouldn't 
know what they have talked about, he said. Nor the 
Mackenzie, wherever you were visiting the people, like 
Mackenzie. They wouldn't know what we are talking 
about today, he said. This is the way the situation 
is, he said. In each community the people don't know 
what other communities are talking about. And this | 
seems not so right, vid says, Since you are getting | 
information from every individual communities. And 
you don't know what's been said in this community, and 
then the next community, this is what has been said, 


we don't know. 


Perhaps the whole -- he said 
there is -- like you mentioned that there is thirty 
communities that you visited. We don't know if the 


people all agreed to the one thing. It would have been 
better, he said, if we only had the whole -- officials 
of each community together and then discussed things 
together before giving you any information. This 
should have been done, he said, and this should have 


been the right way for this to be done. 
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Johnny Tsatchia 


So, they are pleading for 


their right, and they hope that you will take pity on 


them, and that you would help them to struggle for 





their rights. And I. believe that you are going to 
report this to the Government. He only hopes that | 
the Government also will take pity on them. 


He also mentions that they 


| 
are pleading to protect their land. They do not want | 
to destroy what exists on their land. 

They would like to ask you, 

Mr. Berger, for -- they would like to ask for 
assistance from you in helping the Dene people, and 
that -- and help the people, assist the people, and 
that you will take pity on the people, and help them 


with whatever they are asking for, which is to stop 





the pipeline. They believe that you are in between 
the Government and the people, the Dene people, is aa 
reason why he is asking for assistance from you, to 
help the people with whatever you could do, or whatever 
you can help with. He would appreciate your help. 

He is not trying to take 
advantage of anybody, he said. He is only saying this 
to protect the people, the land, and to help the 


future generations. Thank you. 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 
JOHNNY TSATCHIA, sworn: 
THE INTERPRETER: This is 


Johnny Tsatchia. He said, now I am here and I would 


like to make a speech. 


a. Serle icin 
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These are a few things that he | 
would like to say. These are a few things that he 


would like to mention how his forefather has brought 





him up, and now that he is 44 years old, he understand | 
and he is saying how his father has brought him up. 


He also mentions that the 


people that made a speech before him, he said, he 
understood the speech and he believes they were the 
right speeches, he said. 

He would also like to mention 
that he has eight children, who he would like to speak 
FOPi 

He also mentions that the 
pipeline that we are talking about affects all the 
Treaty people, he said. There's a lot of money going 
with the pipeline. If the pipeline is going to be | 
built, there's going we be a lot of money involved, he 
said. All that money will not be worth it to us Dene 
people, he said, or Treaty Dene people. And the 
pipeline is not worth it, he said. They will only 
destroy what we have on our land, he said. 

He is talking about the past. 
He said, during the past, he said his forefather used 
to -- they didn't have any inacuemcteh as the income 
today which are Family Allowance, employment income -- 
income from employment, Old Age Security Pensions, 
which didn't exist during the time that his forefather 
lived. 


He said his father used to 


feed him whatever they had, fish, meat, the things -- 
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the animals that they can kill to be as food for the 
family, he said. During that time these kind of food 
were the things that exist now, he said. The store 
bought food, they didn't have those before, and they 
didn't need them before. And this is the reason why 
they say they depend on the land for survival. 

Who doesn't want the pipeline? 
It is every Dene people, every Dene Treaty people who 
doesn't want the pipeline, he says. 

Just before he mention about 
facts regarding the Government pipeline. If anything goes 
wrong with the pipeline, he said, the White people who 
are building the pipeline are taking chances. If any- 
thing goes wrong with the pipeline, it will destroy a 
lot of things; even the ground will be destroyed, the 
soil will be destroyed. | 

| He said, as far as he is 
concerned, not one of the Treaty Dene Indian would 
agree with the pipeline itself. He is saying that 
every Treaty, Dene Treaty would disagree with the 
pipeline. 

The White people who are -- 
or the company, the gas company or the oil company who 
are constructing this pipeline [8 find other ways of 
transferring their gas and oil, he says. There is 


other ways of transferring these things. They can do 


the pipeline goes, the people will not agree with it. 


it by railroad or by truck, he said. But as far as 
There is a few old people in | 


here, he said, who knew the ways of the old people, he 
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Said. They have been living in the Northwest 
Territories for -- ever since they exist, and they have 
been travelling from north, west, south and west up to 
the north, and that they have searched almost every 
part of the north territory for survival which are 
hunting, fishing and trapping. They have travelled 

sO many miles just to survive. 

And now that there is a few 
Old people here, he said I am sure that they would 
like to make a speech themselves, so this is all that 
he 1S going to say for now, he said. 

The old people that are here 
knew the ways of the old generation, and will probably 
give you a few facts about the old ways, he said, like 
building birch bark canoes, which were familiar to 
them, and perhaps they will say more on the old ways, 
he said. | 

So for now he would like to 
say this, and that's all. 

(WITNESS ASIDE) 

THE COMMISSIONER: By ee 
getting close to supper-time. Do you want to stop now 
and we could come back after supper, or whatever you 
think. Do you want to carry oe 

(INTERPRETER INTERPRETS ABOVE.) 

MR. ZOE: It is getting close 
to supper-time and we could have more hours after 
Supper. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Okay. 


MR. ZOE: From 7:00 to 12:00, 


| 
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and we will leave it at that for now. | 
THE COMMISSIONER: Okay, SO we 
want to stop now. | 
MR. ZOE: We want supper now, yes. 
THE COMMISSIONER: And come back 
aL resus 
MR. ZOE’ Yes. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Well, Ladies 


and Gentlemen, I gather that the Chief and all of you 
think it would be a good idea to stop now and come back 
after supper, so we'll just stop now and have supper, 
and come back here, and I certainly invite you all back 
here at 7:00 o'clock. Do you want them to sit at 


7200, OL == 


(INTERPRETER INTERPRETS ABOVE.) 


THE COMMISSIONER: Okay; well, 


then, we'll all come back at 7:00 o'clock and you can 
collect your thoughts in the meantime and we'll hear 
all of you that wish to speak at 7:00, and we are 
Staying here tonight, so we're not going anywhere. 
We'll stay as long as you want tonight. 

(INTERPRETER INTERPRETS ABOVE.) 
(PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED TO 7 P.M.) 


se 


(PROCEEDINGS RESUMED PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT. ) 


(MIKE NITSIZA SWORN AS INTERPRETER.) 


(FRANCIS ZOE RESUMED AS INTERPRETER. ) 


THE COMMISSIONER: Well, Ladies 
and Gentlemen, we begin again this evening, and I think 


that many of you were here this afternoon, so all I 
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to say is that I want you to feel free to just come 
forward and tell me what you think about the pipeline 
and the changes that it will bring with it, about your 
community, and your way of life, and about the future 
as you see it, and I'm sure we will get on very well 
this evening. 

JOE ZOE FISH, Sworn: 

INTERPRETER ZOE: This is 
Joe Zoe Fish speaking. First of all he mentions that 
since -- now that we are here to talk about the 
pipeline, he would like to say a few things regarding 
the pipeline. 

The speaker says that as far 
as we people -- as far as discussing about the pipeline 
that we people, we are aware of ourself. We know how 


we live, he said. We are people who don't have a 


| 
steady income, he eaibe and there is no such thing as 
we people having money in the bank, he said. 

We all know how the people, 
the old people used to live, he said, and that's not 
only talking for ourself, but the future generation. 

We are trying to protect something that is worthwhile 
for the people here, he said. And this is the reason 
why we are all making our eeedchkordaapy he said. 

He also says that we people 
are highly dependent on our -- the things that is on 
our land, he said, such as the animal that we use for 
food, and the things we have an income from, he said. 


We have to go so many miles to get these things, he 


said. Like for instance, trapping and -- just take for 
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instance trapping furs. Most of the people around 
here go many miles, like Fort Simpson, Fort Providence, 
to do their trapping, and they have to go a long 
distance. And some people from Franklin have to do 
their trapping to Lac La Martre. They don't reach 
Lac La Martre but they almost reach Lac La Martre. 

We are struggling, and that we 
are trying to get our rights in speaking -- and that we 
are speaking to get our right for what we want to get. 

What he is trying to say is 
this. They don't want the pipeline, and they are 
struggling for their right to get what they are 
Saying now. 

He mentions that now that we 
are talking about this community, now that -- you see a 
lot of people in here but perhaps none of them have any 
money here, and they have to depend on the land. They 
have to do some fishing and hunting to live, he said, 
which is -- the animal that they kill -- most of the 
animals that they kill are the main source of food that 
they have. So this is why we say the people are 
dependent on their land. 

He also says that the old 
generation, he said, they used to do hunting, trapping 
and fishing for their life, he said. This is the same 
way that it's happening today. It's a traditional 
thing for the people here, he said. And they live in 
the traditional way. They still live in the 
traditional way, and they have their own culture. 


When they say they depend on 
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the land, exists -- what really exists on their lands, 
they depend on it very much, like the animals, which 
they use for food and the money. What I mean by using 
that animal for money, that when they do the trapping, 
they receive the money, that's an income. And the 
people here don't have a steady income, so therefore 
they have to depend on the land. This is what I am 
trying to say. The animals that they kill are used 
for either food or to get the money. 

We are talking about the 
pipeline, he said. The White people are taking a 
chance. It is cold in this country. Theanine ine coul 
become a disaster. What I mean by a disaster is this. 
If anything goes wrong with the pipeline such as a pipe 


breaking, or other cause, there is other ways the 


pipeline could break such as -- they are taking a 
chance -- what I mean is that there is a lot of forest 
fires. And these pipelines are not well -- well, they 


couldn't be always protected and watched. Well, even 
though they -- the people who are working on the 
pipeline would constantly watch these pipes I believe, 
but they won't do it all the time, and they could 
become a disaster. The oil could spill; the pipeline 
could break, because it's too cold, or a forest fire 
could destroy it too. Once the pipeline is broken, or 
something happens with the pipeline, they could destroy 
a great part of our land. It could be the part, the 
land where fishing is very good, and hunting is very 
good, including trapping. 


When he said that the pipeline 
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being -- pipelines destroying the land, the good 
hunting area, it's going to be -- the animal that 
exist in the land depends on the food that exists in 
the land such as vegetation and so forth. Like, 
Caribous depend on the moss. This will destroy that. 
And there will be no food for the animals, so the 
animals will be scarce there. And another thing, they 
may also destroy the animals, which means the animals 
is perhaps grazing on the moss, and that this moss is 
destroyed by the gas or oil, which will destroy the 
animal. 

These are the things that they 
are worried about, and they feel that the White people 
are taking the chance of building this pipeline. This 
is the reason why they say it will destroy the land. 

So it will not only destroy the land, it will destroy 
their life too for tna people here. 

He also mentions that we are 
not talking just for the people that exist today, he 
said, we are talking about the new generation that's 
to come, the future generation. We are trying to make 
things better for the people that's coming, and that 
the new generation will depend on the land too. 

SOfthis :% -- and we are askin 
the Government to help us with what we are asking for. 
The thing that we are asking for is that we disagree 
with the pipeline. And that's all he has to Say. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
very much, sir. 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 
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JIMMY NITSIZA, Sr., sworn: 

INTERPRETER ZOE: This 
speaker is Jimmy Nitsiza, senior. First of all he 
mentions that -- well, the people that just made a 
speech before me, he said, they are telling the truth, 
he said. This is exactly the way that we people feel, 
he said. This is exactly how we feel about the gas 
pipeline, he said. 

He said, we love our land, and 
we like to struggle for this, for this way we have, to 
Oppose against the pipeline, he said. 

He said today that he is 
67 years old, he said. I know from the past and from 
the fact that I went through life trapping and hunting, 
I know exactly how things are; the said. He remembers 
way back, he says, when they used to -- well, he grew 
up the traditional wane He remembers that a long ae 
ago there used to be a lot of animals for hunting, 
trapping and fishing, he says. But now he can see the 
difference, he said, from the past to this day, that 
things are getting astetes The animals are getting les 
in numbers, and he can simply see the difference he 
says. 

He also Saya that before, 
he says, there used to be less number in forest fires. 
There was less forest fires and there was more animals. 

Now, the White people arrived 
in our country, he said. It simply shows that there 


is more things destroyed now today than it was before, | 


he said. There is more fire, more forest fire. 












= o- ‘ 
i ne at, 


teat Ptah re ted, tamed acne | eb oa oe . 
| BSP. edt suods ees. ow wor, etoane el ekat, _ sbise 8 


my bse eh seetiogia * 


= 
a 


bas bast “00 evel. ow bisa oa Sala 7 aa 
ot ever ow Biol ids xo? ous 202 elppuste. ot ert, aw Jor , 
| bie ari seattogia | “— — stoage: fax 7 

7 ak - teddy yabos Alas ou eer ae Bel | te a ist 
mort Bas tesq ast mort woud 1 bisa ed , bio exsoy Ta | EL iG 
vPatsoud bas patqasnt etil dpuoids stmow I tent dost as ome 
| etodmemez © .bise od , ote agnidd worl \{398xe wont abr 
it weitp ef ,{isw -~ 93 Beau yads qaciw qeyee ard yiged. yew | OL7 : 
| emit paot s Asda eiadmemat OH  ». Yaw Lsnoktibsxs edt ee i ; 
{ aegaisnun tot alamine oO tol s ed oF heen e1edd Ops ety ; 


en? eo@ Ano ed won dud -eyse off ,poidett iiss pakggsrt — er 











tacdt ,yob aidt o3 jsamq ot mov? ,bise of ,ennerettib }os. 
peel piheten: anh CAARLES “ROE .9orsoe prisszeg. ets senids | 18; 
an eone192%2b ad? sae: setgme aso of bas sexo ni iss 
| | ways | ES. 
| yetoted tad? snotgnem oats. oH fe 2i PbS 
aauth ge9203 «at tednmmt ensl od od beam steds ,ayee of pes 
| elamias arom asw esods Ane wetit 2ee702 agal asw szediT | as. 
hevizre elqgosq stidW eile wow — | ii ey ut [rs 
eieds s6c3 ewods yignia 41 .bise edi ae da muoO nt | 
,Stoled asw Sf met yabos woo Leyouseeb aprids)exom at aa | 
O35} | S0m vine sxom, et bce sine 9 A 
es Poe) Lah D 


Jimmy Nitsiza, Sr. 8182 


He sees a lot of people, White 
people, doing research, exploration, research, et 
cetera, which are destroying the good area of the 
hunting, fishing and trapping, and it's simple to show 
the difference, he said. Ever since the White people 
started to move in to our country, .it's been bad for 
the people, he said. 

Now, today, he said, they can 
see that a lot of things are destroyed on our land 
with the forest fire, by the forest fire, and now they 
are talking about the pipeline going through, he said. 
If it goes through, it will simply make things worse 
for the people here, he said, especially when he told 
these people, now that he is 67 years old and he knows 
the facts, they can see the gee ene over the years. 
And if you put a pipeline through, it will make it no 
better for the ee ee he said. 

The people here now who are 
present in this hall, not everyone has a regular income 
or a steady income, he says. So therefore we have to 
depend on the animal that exists on the land which we 
use for clothing, food, and money , he said. And once 
you put a -- and once these things are destroyed, the 
animals are destroyed, we will ee nothing, he said, 
for the present people and the future people. 

He also mentions that just 
before a recent, when he made a recent speech there, 
he said -- when he said that the animals being destroyed 
for the present people and the future people, he also 


Said that we would definitely have to oppose the 
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pipeline. 

And now that he mentioned 
that -- when he talked about the employment that's goin 
to come out of the pipeline, he said, even though you 
hire Native people, he said, they would get incomes 
from that, they would be employed, and they would get 
incomes from the pipeline, but how long would it last, 
the money would last. It would last no longer than two 
months or three months. And once the pipeline is put 
through, it would only make things worse for the people 
here, he said. If they would -- if they don't put the 
pipeline in, -- if they do put the pipeline in, they 
would get income but it would only last two months. 

But if they save their -- the 
animals that exist on their Tana! if they save it, they 
can live on it for so many many years, he said. 

| He also mentions that whoever 
is responsible for building that pipeline must be a 
money greedy person. This is the way he mentioned it. 

He's not taking the Dene 
people into consideration, he says. He's destroying a 
lot of people, he says. He's making things worse for 
the people. It is simple that whoever's idea this 
pipeline is, whoever the person Ty is a money greedy 
person. 

Dene people who oppose of this 
pipeline is right, he said. It's simple that they have 
to oppose of this pipeline, since the Dene people 
depend on their land. They simply depend on their 


land, highly depend on their land. 
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Pierre Beaverho 


As far as I'm concerned, he | 
said, as far as for myself, he said, I like to see that | 
I will -- I definitely don't want the pipeline, he said. 
And those people who oppose of the pipeline, he said, 

I think they're right, he said. And for myself I think 
it's right, too, he said, that we definitely don't want 
the pipeline. The pipeline won't do any good for the 
people here, he said. And it's simple to see that we 
don't want the pipeline. And that's all he has to say. 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 


PIERRE BEAVERHO, sworn: 

INTERPRETER ZOE: The fellow 
speaking -- the person speaking now is Pierre Beaverho. 
He would like to say that he appreciate you coming here | 
to listen to the Pipeline Hearing. He said he would 
like to mention a few things that would cause problems 


if there is a pipeline. 





He said, we people, we the 
Dene people of the North, we depend on the animals 
that exist in our land, he said. We have to do 
fishing there, hunting and trapping, he said. Fishing 
is one part of our food for the people, he said, 
hunting -- including hunting. And then there is 
trapping. Trapping and hunting whiten they depend on 
for clothing, and then there is money. 

He said, now talking about the 
pipeline. If they build a pipeline and anything went | 
wrong, it could break, it's cold, he said. The | 


temperature in this country is cold, he said. And if 


somehow the pipe would break, if it breaks, and oil 
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spilled in, and it would probably -- it would destroy 
the lake, he said. If it goes on a lake, it will 
destroy the lake. And if it goes on the land, it will 
destroy all the animals that is on the land, he says. 

Once you have this pipeline 
going through, he said, things are going to be no 
better for the people, he said. It will make it worse, 
he said. Nothing good will probably come out of the 
pipeline, he said. Things are just coming to worse, 
he said. 

The individual making speeches 
are not just talking for ourselves, he said. We are 
talking for everybody in here, he said, all the Dene 
people, all the Treaty people, the future generations. 
We are not just talking -- if we say the new generation, 
generation to come -- not just the generation to come but 
the generation artes Rothe one, and he said we 
definitely know that the pipeline will cause problems 
for the Dene people. This is the reason why we oppose 
the pipeline, he says. And the people who agrees with 
not having the pipeline is right, he said. And I am 
sure everybody feels this way, he said, all the people 
that's in here, the Dene people, the local Dene people. 

aoe was talking about the 
subject about -- regarding the forest fire. I would 
like to say a few things on that too, he said. 

He would like to say this, tha 
the forest fire that we have, he said, it has destroyed 
a lot of things, animals, the animals of all sorts, he 


said, hunting which they depend on. The animals that 
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Louis Wedewin 


they depend on are like the ones that they trap, hunt 
and fish for. It's destroying all these things for 
them. 

He also mentions that during 
the summer season, there's a lot of forest fires, and 
if they put their gas -- the gas or the oil pipeline 
through, he said, it will become a problem for the 
people, he said. 

The pipeline -- well, he 
feels that the White people are taking a chance of 
building a pipeline when they know that a forest fire 
could destroy the pipeline, but still the White people 
are taking a chance. That's what he says. 

He's aware that the other 
people are sitting here waiting to make a speech, so 
therefore these are a few things that he wanted to 
mention. As far as he is concerned, he doesn't want 
the pipeline. So that's all I have to say for now, 
he says. 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 


LOUIS WEDEWIN, sworn: 

INTERPRETER ZOE: The person 
speaking is Louis Wedewin. I would like to take the 
time to say this, the people that just made a speech 
before me said they are already talking about their 
land, he said. To protect their land they are saying 
things that is correct, he said, which is right for me 
too, he said. 

He also says this is our land, 


we love our land, we are born on our land, he said. 
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And the things that exists on our land like an animal, 
caribou, ducks, the furs, these are the things that we 
depend highly on, he said. 

He says, we are not only 
talking for ourselves, but we are talking about the 
future generations, he said. He understands that the 
young generation will still live in the traditional 
way, and they will depend on the land, he said. And 
this is the reason why we oppose of the pipeline, and 
that we are trying to struggle to get our right, he 
Said. 


And as far as the pipeline 


going through, he said, what we see against the ee 


is true, he said. We definitely are trying to support 
ourselves, the Dene people, eoeehar we don't have the 
pipeline going through our land, he said. 

| They were talking about the 
pipeline that the White people are building, he said. 
If it breaks, the chance of breaking is pretty simple, 
he said. And this means that it would destroy the 
things that lives, that exists in the land, he said, 
like the animal, not only animals, but the soil. It 
would destroy that too, he said. 


And that what the people are 


saying now, who are talking against the pipeline, 


all the things that they have said against the pipeline 


is true, he said. And this is exactly how I feel, 
and that he feels that he is willing to struggle 
against this pipeline, he said. 


And he also mentions that the 
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people that's here now do not have a permanent 
employment, he said, and they don't have a steady 
income. And the people now here definitely depend on 
the land, and the animal that exists in their land. 
They have to do hunting, fishing, to enable them to 
feed their fete ct for them to feed their families, 
to enable them to feed their families. 

People who are making speech 
and struggling to oppose the pipeline are doing the 
right thing, he said. Since we love our land, we 
like to help the people, the Treaty people, he said, 
the Dene people, and we definitely have to help each 
Other to oppose the pipeline, he said. 

Before the pipeline could 
cause any problems -- before ehe pipeline would create 
any problems for the people here, he said, the Dene 
people, we are cepa ng to struggle for our right, he 
said, and that we definitely have to help each other 


to oppose against the pipeline, he said. 


And that the future generation 


-- we are trying to support the future generation, he 


Said. We are trying to make things better for ourself 


he said, before it could become a problem to our people 


_ 


he said. He is talking about the pipeline. 


We Dene people , the local 


Dene people, are trying to get a message across to the 


Government, he said, the Government of Canada. And we 


would -- Mr. Berger, we would appreciate it if you 
would take kindly to your people and assist them and 


help them to go through whatever the people wishes 
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Andre Zoe 


here today. 


He said, we, the Native 
people of the North, he said, we depend highly on the 


animals that exist in our land, he said, and we 


definitely don't want the pipeline, he said. And he 
said, I'll support that, he said. . And since other 


people are waiting to make a speech, this is all I have 


to say for now, he said. : | 
| 
THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you. 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 


ANDRE ZOE, Sworn: 


INTERPRETER ZOE: The person) 
speaking here now is Andre Zoe. First of all, I would | 
like to mention a few things that he has in mind. | | 

In the old days, he said, 
there was no cotton material for clothing, he said. 
They used to have no clothing such as the things that 
you wear today, he said. We used to wear clothes from 
animals, he said. The furs that we get we use as 
clothes. He knows from a fact, he said, that he used 
to wear one too himself. And this is how they used 
to clothe before, he said. 

And now today, he said, the 
White man, they came -- and then White man came 
around. We didn't hardly see the White man nor got 
too acquainted with them, he said, before they caused | 
problems for us, he said. | 


He also mentions that we, the 


Dene people of the North, depend on the land, the 
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lsadore Nitsiza 


animal that exists on the land. We live on it, he 


said. The land is something that we highly depend on, | 


that we can call it a father. I say depend on the 


father. The land is almost the same thing which we 


depend on, he said. 


And he says now that the 


pipeline, the White people are talking about -- now 


that the White people are talking about the pipeline, 


that they want to construct a pipeline, he said, we are 


asking not to have a pipeline, he said. 


The speeches 


that we are making, he said, doesn't have to be very 


long, but he only wish that he can get his. message 


across to the Government of Canada. And that's all he 


has to say for now. 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 


ISADORE NITSIZA, Sworn: 


INTERPRETER ZOE: 


speaking is Isadore Nitsiza, and I would like to make 


a short speech here, he said. And I think that he 


would like to speak about, talk about all the things 


that he has seen in the past, he said. 


In the past, he said, looking 


back on Fort Rae, he said, in the past 
wooden boats, he said. He is talking 
modern boats that they have today like 
TOPEn. There used to be none of that 
And during that time they used to have 
outboard motors, nor those modern type 


said. 


there was no 
about the 
canoes and so 

in Rae, he said. 
no. Motor == 


of canoes, he 
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At that time they used to live 
in tents made out of moose hide. Looking back in the 
past, he said, during the time when they still used 
the hides for tents, he said, they were poor people, 
he said. 

And they depended on the 
hunting, he said. At times it was tough, he said. 
They would hunt all day, he said. They would hunt 
daily, and at times they would hunt all day, morning 
until dawn, I think, they would hunt. And during all 
this time they would sometimes kill nothing. And they 
would sleep with no food and no blankets, and it was 
pretty tough, he said, looking back. 

During that time, he said, 
people used to help each other, he said. A person 
who can kill something for a meal, like a person who 
can kill a moose, would help each and other, he said. 
These are things that they -- like the animal, the 
Caribou that they kill, were the food that the -- 
were meant as food for them, he said. 

He also mentions that -- at 
times, he said, people would kill something, moose, 
caribou, and the hunter, whoever he is, is aware 
that his family has to be fed, even in darkness and in 
cold, they had to get back to their family, bring the 
things that they have killed home. 


He is trying to say that 


during that time people that lived were poor. And they 


had to struggle through cold, struggle for their lives, 


he said. During that time there was no such thing as 
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luxury. During that time they used to wear those 
caribou or ahide, hides for clothing, he said. And 
he knows from a fact, he wore one too. 
Talking about the pipeline, 
he said, we are saying we don't want the pipeline, and | 
we are struggling to get what we ask for, he said. 
The pipeline, he said, will probably effects -- taken --+ 
involves me too, he said. But not only me, but the | 
future generations, he said. | 
We have to look at these | 
people, he said. We have to somehow try to make it | 
better for the people that -- the new generation, | 
so that when that new generation do exist, they will | 
have things -- they will have things that they depend 
on from the land, he said. | | 
This is the reason why we are | 
trying to -- that we are struggling for the -- we are 
struggling against the pipeline, he said. 
So, we are simply saying 
we don't want the pipeline, and I'm sure that everyone 
in here, the Dene people, everyone of them, have the 
same thing in mind, he said, that they don't want the 


pipeline. 


information from the people -- you are getting 
information from the people on how the people feel, 
you will -- after you complete this Pipeline Hearing, 
he said, you will go back to the Government. We will 
appreciate any assistance from you, if you could plead 


| 
And that you are taking this 
| 
| 
to the Government for us, he said. | 
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Philip Nitsiza 


Since other people are 


waiting to make a speech, this is all I have to say, 





he said. 
(WITNESS ASIDE) 
PHILIP NITSIZA, sworn: 
INTERPRETER ZOE: I would 
like to make a short speech. This is Philip Nitsiza. 


Now, we are talking about the | 
pipeline going through our land, he said. The people 
that are against the pipeline, and who are talking | 
against the pipeline are saying the right thing for us 
Dene people, he said. 

He said, we are trying to get | 


a message across to the Government of Canada of the 





Situation that we are in, and in our country, he said. 


We are depending on our land, and we love our land, he | 





said, and the things that we do in our land. These are! 


the kind of messages we are trying to get across to the 
Government of Canada, he says. 

I am talking about the pipe- 
line. He believes that the White people are taking a 
chance of building this pipeline, he said. We just 


recently mentioned things like pipelines being broken, 


What he is trying to say is 
that we are scared, he said. We Dene people are 
scared they will destroy the land for us. 

And he said, when you 
mention -- just recently mentioned that -- if the 


| 

| 
causing disaster for the people, and in the land. 
pipeline goes through and if it breaks, and if the 
| 
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Oil would spill on the -- on a hunting area, ora 
trapping area, or a fishing area, it will destroy 
Whatever exists on the land. Like some part of the 
country, he said, there is a good area where most 
hunters do go for hunting, he said. In these area -- 
if these area are destroyed, he said, there will be 
nothing left for the people here, he said. 

And the animal that exists in 
our land is somehow sacred to us, he said. We depend 
bhighblvs ~-0On.it highly, he,.saids form clothing. for 
food, for the money. We depend on these things very 


much, he said. It is somehow sacred to us. And this 


is the reason why we are struggling against the pipeline, 


he: said. 

And thus we people, the Dene 
people who are resourceful, and depend highly on the 
land and the things ae the :land, is that there is some 
part of,.our country where there is a lot of caribous 
and there is a lot of fish, good fishing, and areas 
like this where if a pipeline is put through, and if 


there is any -- if there was any oil spill, this will 


destroy a good hunting area, fishing, or trapping area. 


This would create a problem for the people here, he 
Said. ; 

Like, for an example, let's 
say we had -- in Lac La Martre we can go for caribou 
for 200 miles from here, and if that good area is 


destroyed, the caribou will no longer exist there. It 


will go further north. And this means we will have to 


travel further, and this would create a problem for the 
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people. This is exactly what he is trying to say. 


And now presently at this 


session here, in the Hearing, he can see a lot of young} 


people, he said. They are the future generation, he 
said. These new generation, this future generation 
we are talking about, we are trying to support these 
people too, he said. We definitely have to support 
them too, he said. 

He said he would definitely 
go against the pipeline, he said. It could create 
disaster, not only for the Dene people, but also the 
people who are in the area of the pipeline, he said. 
Why he is saying that is, there's a lot of people, he 
said, involved in this pipeline. And if anything 
goes wrong with the pipeline, fe there would be any 
fire there, in that area, and the people can simply 
make mistakes like ictal ne a match near the pipeline, 
this could erupt into a disaster. It is simple to be 
done, he said. This is the reason why they are going 
against this pipeline. 

Now, these are a few things 
that he wanted to mention, and now that he has 
mentioned it, he hopes that it will get across to the 
Government of Canada. And that ie all he wants to 
say. 

(WITNESS ASIDE) 
THE COMMISSIONER: Maybe, 


Ladies and Gentlemen, we will take about a five minute 


break and just stand up and stretch our legs, and after) 


that we will start again, and those of you who wish to 
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| 

| 

speak can do so then. 
(INTERPRETER INTERPRETS ABOVE.) 

(PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED FOR FIVE MINUTES) 


(PROCEEDINGS RESUMED PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT. ) 





Ladies and Gentlemen, we will call the hearing to 

order again, and we will hear from those who still wish 

to speak now. 
(MRS.) MARIA BEAVERHO, sworn: 
INTERPRETER ZOE: This is 

Mrs. Maria Dell Beaverho. She said she would like to 

make a short speech. 


She mentions that people who 


i 
} 


THE COMMISSIONER: Well, 
| 


made speeches before are Eng about the pipeline and 
how it is going to take effect with the people, for | 
the present people in ee new generation, she says. 

She agree with all the people 
who have opposed against the pipeline, and what they 
have said is true, she said. This is the way we feel. 
These are the things that we have mentioned, and this 
is the way we feel about the pipeline, against the 
pipeline, she said. 

She sadbt: she mentions that -- 
she also said that we definitely don't want the 
pipeline, she said, on our land. And we are supporting 
each other as the Dene people, and that we definitely 
don't want the pipeline. 


She mentions that she is the 


mother of twelve children, and that she is speaking on 
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behalf of these children, and she definitely supports 
the other people who makes speeches, that she would 
definitely oppose of the -- against the pipeline, 
Since it will effect the future generations, and the 
people that exist today. 

And she also mentions that 
the speeches that have been made by these people here 
beforehand, she said, these are the kind of messages 
that should go through to the Canadian Government, and 
if it does go to the Government, she will appreciate 
that, because this way, if the message goes through to 
the Canadian Government, the Government will know what 
the situation is like with the Native people, and the 
pipeline. 

ate is simple that she was 
against the pipeline, and that is all that she has to 
say. | 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 


ISADORE ZOE, sworn: 

MR. ISADORE ZOE: First of 
all, I would like to sort of introduce myself as of 
being the Settlement Council Chairman of Lac La Martre. 

My pUsat eH is to go between 
the young and the old. It is the sort of the thing 
like you compare from the old to the young generation 
to see what is suitable for both, and to create 
what sort of a development such as the job would be 


the best. 


We young people are the ear 





- enbtedig "eas ‘sentan: i et | are | a 
gels pe J saaokantenoe-aau3t end toette Lrtw 32 pe 
ha a .ysboo seixe Sarid stg0o4 


tsda shoistnem oefs | Oris bad et 







ete siqoseqg ssedd yd shia noed oven tsdt: eodoeaqe od? 
gopseaem Yo baix ent ais seeds ,bise ona sbradetoied — a fer 


bas ,ffemateve? naibere? of? ot dproid? op bivode Fens nS 7 pa 
ets tpetqga i liw ede |. dnemisvodD eft oF OP 2o0b dh as . ot 
os ipvetds seep Spseaen od FL , yew eid? gseusoed , teas } is : 
dstw wort ILiw scommzevod edd, Jaematevod asibsasd ody —1ét 
edt bas ,elqoeq svissvi edgy Atiw oAtL ef moitsudie ods pel 
| ,enifegqta Cae 
| esw eule sods eigmie as $f os vi pel 
| os ath ode Jons Iie-ei teat bas ~antieqiq en? tanisys 1, 
| «Ysa it 
| (ad12A esantIw) hes 
| jer 
sormowe . M08 SaH0dAat ‘4 }Os 
to setit {OS BAOGASI 1AM 4 | [is 
iO 286 ilaeym eoubox tat Io sto02 ot eAiL hisow Tt (tia ss 
| exsisM sd omt 20 aamsiedd Liomvod stasmelt2e2 ant panied €¢ 
| ugewted op OF eer ¥M | jas 
phids sdf Xo Jxoe odd @kgl .bf0 edt Bae pavoy edt jes 
holssiensp’ pavoy ena oF Blo saris mott etsgmo> yoy sAtid jas 
eters oF bas ,dedd 403 oldstine ebvssdw aoa of 










‘ed binow dot oW4 @s dee saomqoLeyeb e120 d20e sche 
169) eid Sis nag ow 5 eee a in aob Me: 
heath: i | vir | o 7 £ 
ma a id ie i 





; =! 7 











Isadore Zoe 8198 


of the old people, to listen to what has been said. 

We hear what the politicians say, to pass it on to the 
Old people, in order for them to support and to make 
decisions. 

We young people are the eyes 
of the old people, to see what is happening down in 
the South, what we read, and can compare what is the 
best for the Dene people. 

We young people are the tongue 
of the old people, to see and to say what they have to 
say. 

Since the old people have 
told us, and seen us, and also show us | the old 
way of life, and we young people brought this 
yesterday's generation back to the future, with this 
future development pipeline, and compare it. 

| Now, we will not accept it, 
accept this pipeline in the North, for the old 
generation and the way of life which we cannot let go. 

To us Dene people the resource 
means the land, a life on the land, by getting the meat 
from the big game such as the moose, caribou, bear, 
et cetera, money from the fur pelts, waters, and the 
fish from the lakes. The land and the earth which is 
our mother. Our father is the spirit of what comes 
to protect our mother earth, because the mother earth 
and us Dene people are the natural things together. 

Therefore, when we do not 


say something or do anything to protect it, it will 


bring us destruction. Therefore, this is the only 
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hearing which we bring our views to it. To this 
Berger Hearing we bring our words and our hope to 
stop this pipeline development. 

In the past, in the history, 
how many Dene people have froze to death and how many 
Dene people have drowned themselves, and how many Dene 
people has lost their lives in order to survive, to 
live the traditional way of life for this generation. 
We believe this sort of death is better than getting 
the people drunk and be drowning. 

And how many of people -- 
how many more of the people have to keep on pushing 
and do something in order to stop, in order for the 
Government of Canada to help us to stop this develop- 
ment. Uneducated people, the government cannot give 
us money for more education which we young people 
require. | 

Education departments, such 
as the big high people. in! education departments, 
will not let us Dene people control our own 
education in our own community. In the past all our 
children have learned in school is cutting up the 
papers and looking at the movies. And we would like to 
have the control of this edt Patten in Lac La Martre in 
order to show them what is the best for them. We would 
like them being taught in two ways, from our generation 
like which the White people have learned in school 
and also in the Dene ways of life. 


The reason the young people 


cannot go out for the job, or train on the job such as 
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the pipeline, they have fear of what happened in a 
place like Alaska, where the South people have moved 
in for the job, some make money, some have been 
robbed. And how many White people will move in from 
the South? If the pipeline was to go through, there 
is no escape to it. From there -- if the White people 
come and take over the job and doesn't leave the 
Dene people nothing, and thus holds the job and the 
money. 

And down in the Mackenzie 
Valley where they have all sorts of liquor stores, 
which will bring the same thing as destruction to the 
land. Probably they will bring a great sort of 
unfriendship between the White and the Native people 
for the jobs. 

For example, we, the 
Settlement eagueiior: have -- sort of not enough 
power to make any changes in the policies, like the 
way the Government have written the policies about the 
educations. And we have refused it, the N.C.P.C., to 
putting up the dam which they wanted to put it up at 
the Lac La Martre River. | We refused it because we 
see what happened down in the South. 

For oa years this Lac La 
Martre, ever since it's been established, the people 
from different settlements have come in to Lac La 
Martre to depend on the caribou. That was 22 years 
ago. Since that time they have never seen no caribou 


in this Lac La Martre area again. And since that 


time we have depended on fish. The fish'for the people 
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for themselves and also for their dogs. For the whole 
year around, it's millions of fish have been taken out 
of this lake, and what will happen to all this area if 
we have a dam, the trapping ground, and the fishing. 
For this reason we said no to the N.C.P.C. to put up 
the dam. 


And I wonder if the dam will 


be built, if they will go ahead and put up the pipeline. 


The last four years ago we had 
this commercial fishing here in Lac La Martre. That is 
for an example of the reason why myself andmany of the 
people of Lac La Martre have refused a development of 
a pipeline. This fishing, the commercial fishing had 
brought us'a little bit of help for the first year. 
Then on the third year the limit of the fish went down 
and the prices of the fish went down. On the fifth 
year we stopped fishing. Only about last year the 
fish have regained a little. 

Okay, I will do my transla- 
tions, and this is all I got to say, and thanks a lot 
for this Court, for this Hearing, Mr. Commissioner. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you, 
Mr. Zoe, and I hope, if you don't mind, you will let us 
keep the written statement that you have prepared in 
English. Could you let us keep that? 

MR. ISADORE ZOE: Okay. 

It's not been really sort of written good. 

THE COMMISSIONER: That 

doesn't matter. 


MR. ISADORE ZOE: Okay. 
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THE COMMISSIONER: We would 
like to keep it as an exhibit -- 

MR. ISADORE ZOE: Okay. 

THE COMMISSIONER: --and part o 
formal record of the Inquiry. 

MR. ISADORE ZOE: Okay. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
very much. 

MR. ISADORE ZOE: Thank you. 

(SUBMISSION OF ISADORE ZOE MARKED EXHIBIT C-651) 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 


JIMMY NITSIZA, Jr., Sworn: 


INTERPRETER ZOE: His name 
is Jimmy Nitsiza, Junior. and he would like to men- 
tion that he is not going to make a lengthy eoeccue but 
a short speech. | 

He said that the things that 
people mentioned before him, the people that made a 
speech before him, he says that what they are saying 
against the pipeline is true, he said. They are all 
speaking the true words against the pipeline, he said. 

The reason why the people are 
talking against the pipeline is tot simple to explain, 
he said. We love our land. We love our country, he 
said. 

And he also mentions that 
we depend on the land, he said. We are resourceful and 


we depend on the land, he said. We depend on the big 


games and the small games, he said, for the food. And 
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we depend on the fur, which is the pelts, for the money, 
he said. 

First of all, he has mentioned 
that the things that we depend on, we cannot destroy it, 
he said. And also we are not speaking just for the 
people who exist today, but also the generation to come, 
he said. 

And the thing that he just 
mentioned, if the message will go to the Canadian 
Government, he only wish that the Government would take 
kindly to the people, and with the message this would 
give -- probably give the Pind of view -- would get the 
view across to the Government so he would perhaps 
understand the situation with the people, and how they 
feel against the pipeline. Ana he only hope that the 
message get to the Government. , 

| So, he explains that he 
oppose against the pipeline. And as far as he is 
concerned, all the Treaty people will definitely go 
against the pipeline, and he is supporting them to go 
against the construction of a pipeline. 

And he also mentions that 
people are waiting to make a speech, there's a lot of 


‘ 


people waiting, so for now he'll say just this much. 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 
JIMMY MOOSENOSE, sworn: 
INTERPRETER ZOE: The things 


that the people just mentioned, he said, they are 


correct. They are the truth, the true words of our 
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people, he said. We are struggling and supporting each 
Other against this pipeline, he said. And the guest 
speaking is Jimmy Moosenose. 

The proposal for the pipeline, 
he said, once this pipeline is built, it will just 
Cause a destruction and create problems for the people, 
he said. And that there is no way that we can support 
the pipeline, he said. We simply have to go against 
it, against the pipeline, he said. 

He also mentions that we 
Simply are trying to support each other, he said. We 
are pleading for our right, he said. 

This pipeline that we are 
talking about, he said, once this pipeline was built, 
he said, it can simply create problems, disasters. 

And also he mentions that the 
people who are constructing this pipeline are taking 
chances. The chances is that -- well, the problem 
that it would perhaps cause is that -- as you people 
may be aware, that there is fire, forest fires, 
everywhere in the North. And a pipeline can easily be 
destroyed by fire, or any Sine accident. This is the 
reason why he sees the people who are constructing this 
pipeline are taking chances. 

He also mentions that once a 
gas pipeline or the oil pipeline goes through, and if 
there is any accident such as an oil spill or a gas 
spill, they can destroy a lot of things that -- since 
we depend on this -- since we are a resourceful people, 


he said, we depend highly on the games. We depend 
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highly on the things that exist on our land, he said, 
such as big games, small games, fishing for food, he 
said, pelts for money. Once it is destroyed, there 
is nothing left for the people to live on. 

He remembers in the olden 
days when there was an abundance of animals existing 
in their land, he said. He didn't really have any 
problems. Now they can see the changes. The things 
that lived on their -- the animals that lived on their 


land are scarce today, he said. It's simple to see 


i 


the difference. 

Since people feel that 
everybody should get a chance to make a speech, he 
doesn't want to -- he just wanted to make a short 
speech, so for now he'll say eis much. 

THE COMMISSIONER: choo you 
very mucn; sir. 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 


MANZIN MANTLA, sworn: 

INTERPRETER ZOE: He says 
thank you very much for coming here, and he said, 
thank you for the Berger Hearing. 

I am also bringing -- for the 
past sometimes they've been wishing to see one of the 
representatives from the pipeline to discuss these 
matters, the pipeline which involves the Native people, 
and they are willing to discuss this. The person 


speaking is Manzin Mantla. 


He said the people who already 
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made the speeches, they are speaking in the right | 
mind, with the right words. In other words, these | 
people who have made speeches are true. They are 
trying to explain the situation now, and trying to get | 
the message across to the Government. | 
He also mentions that his 
father, he said, used to live poor. He thinks now that 


-- during the past, when his father lived, they 





weren't employed, he said, his father wasn't employed, 
and they didn't get any special kind of income, he 
Said. I mean, they weren't employed. The only income 
that they received were through trapping, pelts which 
are sold for money, but they had no other income, he 
said. And his father lived very poor, he said. 

They were brought up by their 


father. Their father lived poor, but he took them -- 





but he lived the way his father lived, the traditional 
way. And he still continue living the traditional way. 
And he would like to see the young generation live the 
traditional way too. 

The people who just made 
speeches, he said, they are not talking individually 
for themselves, but they are talking for the people, 
all the Dene people who are here, he said. 

For instance, like me, he 
said, I'm talking for my ten children that I have, he 
said. We simply have to struggle against the pipeline, 
he said. 

And that we agreed among 


ourselves, the Dene people, that we have to oppose 
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against the pipeline. We are simply saying no to the 
pipeline. If the pipeline is built and anything 
happens to the pipeline, it will destroy the animal, 
the soil, everything that exists on the land, wherever 
gas or oil is spilled. 

They depend highly on their 
land, and once this is destroyed, they cannot live. 
They do not have the educations, and they cannot go 
out to places like Yellowknife to get a job. They 
can't speak tor themselves. 

They have no income, and what 
they receive from this land are the things that they 
are uSing like fish, small game, big game, for food, 
pelts for money. This is the reason why they are 
Opposing against the pipeline. 

As far as talking about a 
pipeline, laying the pipes, he said, they are digging 
Six feet of dirt and burying the pipes, he said. We 
are aware of that, he said. If this pipeline is 
built, he said, it could simply -- the pipeline could 
be simply destroyed, he said. 

And if you are talking about 
gas, he said, the gas is flammable, as you may be 
aware, and the oil is the same thing. 

He said, it could become a 


disaster, he said. People can create accidents. 


People kind of create hassles. And the people that are 


thinking of constructing this pipeline are taking 
chances. 


Now, what he is trying to say 
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is that people -- like, for instance, fugitives I think) 


is what they call them -- that people who are wanted, | 
for instance, these people that are -- if there is any 
around in the area, they can simply set fire to these | 
pipes and destroy all the pipes, not only destroy the 
pipes, but the land, the animal that exists on the 

land, the soil. 


And he also mentions that for 


| 

| 

| 
myself, I do not speak English, he said, and I cannot | 
speak the foreign language, nor understand what you 
people are saying, if you speak in English, that is. 
I am poor today, he said. I do not speak the English, 
the foreign language, and I cannot get employment from | 
outside, nor within the community at times, he said. : 
So what I do for income is trapping, he said. And if 
there was any disaster with the pipeline and destroyed 
my trapping areas, he said, it will also destroy my . 
life, he said, since I depend highly on trapping, and | 


the fishing, and hunting. 


The people who have just made | 
speeches, and for myself, I just made a speech, he said, 
we are trying to discuss things, discuss this matter, 
so to make it better for the people, he said, and to 
make it better for themselves before it could create 
problems for the people here, the Dene people. 


And now the proposal made for 


the pipeline, he said, he would like to say no to the 
pipeline, and that's all he has to say for now. 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 
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HARRY ALEXIS, sworn: 

INTERPRETER ZOE: He would 
like to make this speech briefly. The person speaking 
is Harry Alexis. 

The people who are making -- 
start making speeches and talking are right, he said, 
about the pipeline, in discussing it and bringing our 
ideas against the pipeline is the right thing to do, 
he said. 

Harry mentions that he is 
pretty well aware of how the pipeline is. He is 
familiar with most of the -- he is familiar with 
Norman Wells, he said. I have been there, he said. 

I have seen the oil, he said. I seen the drilling, he 
Said. And I believe he lived there before he moved 
to "Lac “La "Martre : 

And he said he has witnessed 
a few things that was bad, which is birds, like ducky. 
rabbits, and bear. These type of animals which ns 
near the drilling, he said, where there ig Oil being 
drained into a lake or something, and Stee these 
animal uses this lake, they die, he said. They simply 
die. And he has witnessed this. 

And the people who are 
opposing against the pipeline are definitely telling 
you the right thing, the Dene people, he said. 

That example, he said, let's 
take the example of the birds and the ducks and the 
rabbits and the bear which died of drinking from the 


lake where the oil was spilled, he said. The same 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
Ms 
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thing with the pipeline, he said. If anything 


happened to the pipeline and the oil would spill, or 
the gas would spill, it would simply destroy all the 


animals living near that area, he said. And it's 


simple that we cannot take that kind of a chance, he 
Said. 

And the people that are -- 
made speeches, that are talking against the pipeline, 
were simply trying to support each other and pleading 
-- pleading the Government, the Canadian Government to 
take kindly to the people. And we are trying to get 
the message across to the Government so he can 
understand the situation that erie Dene people are in, 


and how they are struggling against the pipeline. 
| 


And now, he said, the pipeline 


| 


we are talking about, if there was an oil spill any- 


where near the hunting area or the fishing or the 





trapping area, it would simply destroy the animal, and 
that would mean simply destroying the food, the 
clothes, and the money for the coming generation, he 
Salicl 

And he says I also agree 
against the pipeline, he said. And the people who are 
supporting against the pipeline, he said, I appreciate 
their support. 

With this kind of speech and | 
talk that they've made, he hopes the Government will | 
take consideration before constructing this pipeline, | 


and that he only wish that what these people are asking 


would happen. They do feel that they don't want a 





Le to <ifhas bluow eae 1 30 
| eds Lis yorseeb sean soe 22 thigh oy BEE 
| a'si bad. .bise ed 898 sede 1s0n peer etek 
onl yeoRedo 6,20 bale 2919 e464 torts ow edt siqnia 
| ee! Pooh tl pt Lar -tbhsey 






| ,eniilegiq saz tentsps patAlss 215 gad3 ,eedoseqge obs na yey hes 
r 


[iitw) tnemazevoo ent seed od: ,ebem sv talk ere afst a 


-- 916 tadt eiqoseq edz baA , | cpa uals seca 
paibselg bas terito tose Sioggue ot paryxs yiamie, eiow | a i . 
ot Snemnxe vOo nsibensd. ols seremaxoved ent pnibsoly: as he 
| gop of pnoiyid 916 sw BAA apidqaad ond on. ylbnis oabd. iat . a 
aso od 98 daomazevod. 13 OF BROTOS, epsaeom oft, Si 
| iat exs slqoeqg sxed ode tect aolsmiaie efit, basdetebau tr. 
| .entiesata, eit deantaps pailpputse sts yeds wor Sas lee Z 
‘snilegqta eft ,bise en , won beA | . ber. 
| -yos Ifiqea Ito ne asw suedd 2i ,tuods pmitist ots 9w bas 
\ edt 10 genital? edt to sexs patsaued eit iseq stew i | 
bos ,femias edd yorteeh yignie biuvow 3i .se%8 paiagszt pel: 
| . éri+ .boot edt patyortesb. yiqmie.asem bluow 3sn3 “Vet 
| sti ,aoksstenop oakimos ed¢ 102 yenom eds Sas , eedsols | 0s 
| mY .  ~bise bis | 
. serps cals T eyse of bad. : | ra 
| eis odw silqeed ets bnA .bise ot <onilegiq edd .taaisps ) hes 
| atpinvesqqs, 1 .«bise ot ,enifegiq sdt senisps paisiroqque RBS 
E | .stoagia sheds | ¢S 
| bis doseqa 20 bais eodd Dalal ie LPS 
| 


St airs ph semed seen Seok 

















Harry Alexis 8211 
Charlie Peter Nitsiza 


pipeline, and they do not wish to see it. There are 
Other people waiting to make speeches, and that is 
all he has to say now. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
very much, sir. 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 


CHARLIE PETER NITSIZA, sworn: 


INTERPRETER ZOE: The person 


speaking is Charlie Peter Nitsiza. And he said he 
would like to say a few things regarding the pipeline. 

And the people that -- the 
Older people that make speech before him, he said, 
before me, he said, are saying the right thing, he 
said. They are all struggling against the pipeline, 
and he do feel that is the right thing to do. 

| And he also mentions that he 

love his land, and once the pipeline is put through, 
and the animal that exists that they depend highly on 
are destroyed, they will have nothing left to live on. 

And he also mentions that as 
far as the construction of the pipeline, he said, no. 
But he would approve if they would have a railroad or 
some sort of a railway for transportation -~scfor 
transferring of these gas and oil across the country 
to the South, from the North to the South. 

And the people that make 
speech supporting against the pipeline, he appreciate 
those people very -- the speeches that the people made 


very much, and that he also supports that. He simply 
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Louis Moosenose 
1| said, no pipeline. That's all he has to say. 
2 (WITNESS ASIDE) 
3 | 
4 | . LOUIS MOOSENOSE, sworn: 
3 | INTERPRETER ZOE: The person 
6 | who is speaking is Louis Moosenose. First of all, he 
cm mentions that he would like to make a short speech, 
5 and he appreciate Mr. Berger coming to our community to 
| discuss the pipeline. 
a Now, the people that are 
| talking about the pipeline, he said, the people that 
22 | Support against the pipeline, he said, I also support 
13 | that, and I thank the people, who are supporting, | 
14 | he said, against the pipeline. | 
13 He said, we do not want a 
16) pipeline, he said. And that mentioning things like | 
17 destroying our land, the things on our land, the bea 
18 that we depend on so highly, if that is going to be 
19 destroyed, there is no way that they can support the 
2 pipeline. They simply have to say no against -- to the 
at pipeline. 
4 And they are giving their 
23 | Support not to only the present existing people, but 
24 | to the coming generation. And this is all he has to 
| 
25 | say. 
| He is just saying that there 
27 | is more people who are waiting to make speech, so this 
28 | is all he has to say. 


2 | (WITNESS ASIDE) 
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MARIA JEREMICHICA SIMPSON, sworn: 

INTERPRETER ZOE: The person 
speaking is Maria Jeremichica Simpson, and she would 
like to make a speech. 

She mentions that the people 
that are talking against the pipeline, that she'll 
support that. And that she will support the new 
generations, like her son's children. She has a son 
who is married and he has -- who has children. She'll 
Support her grandsons. 

She would like to say the 
things that the people depend on for their -- for her 
grandson, she would like to save it for this grandson. 
She doesn't want that to be destroyed. 

She said that presently that 
she see the White people now in the stage of develop- | 


ment. We can see a lot of White people working here 





and there, doing exploration, doing research, doing 
whatever they want, getting all the resource from our 
land, without letting our people know, the Dene people 
know. And they simply are taking all the resource 
from our land, she said. 

And talking about the pipeline 
she said, if there is no pipeline, we will save a lot 
of things for the new generation, she said. If the new 
generation will live in the traditional way and still 
hold their culture, they would depend on the resources.,| 
They would depend on the things that exist in their 


land. This is the reason why we are trying to save 


what we have, and not to let the pipeline destroy it. 
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Rosalee Zoe Fish 


A long time ago when she was 
just a young girl, she said she used to help her 
father. There used to be an abundance of fur 
animals, big games, small games, fish. All the things 
that the people depend on. There used to be an 
abundance of them. But today you see the difference. 
Things are getting scarce, she said. 

She remembers a long time ago 
when she used to help her father, she said. She helped 
her father with the dogs. She even used to do the 
trapping herself. And she mentions that she did a lot 
of work with her father. 

Her father lived the 
traditional way and she lived the traditional way, and 
that in her time she trapped a lot of fur. And she 


Still knows the traditional way of life. 


She mentions that -- regarding 


the pipeline, that we hear all the people who have made 


speeches to support and struggle against the pipeline. 
We are saying this for the new generation, the coming 
generation, and the present existing people. 

We hope that the Government 
would approve not to have the pipeline, and that she 
will go against the pipeline. rind that's all she has 
to say for now. 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 


ROSALEE ZOE FISH, sworn: 
INTERPRETER ZOE: She would 


like to make a short speech herself. Mrs. Rosalee Zoe 
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| 


Fish. She would like to take the time to say that the! 


people that make speeches are the right way to speak 
regarding the pipeline. 

The pipeline will effect the 
new generation, and the present existing people. So 
this is the reason why we are giving the support 
against the pipeline. 

Personally, I have ten 
children, she said. I love my children. I love my 
land. I like to save the resource for my children, 
she said. 

We depend highly on the 
animal that exists on our land. And it is simple 
that we have to give our support against the pipeline. 
We do not want to destroy the réeniihes existing in our 
land. 

It is simple for me to say no 
against the pipeline, she said. She also mentions, 
she repeats the word "no pipeline" again. 

She also wishes that the 
Government would receive the message from the people 
here, she said. Once he receives the message, perhaps 
we can make him aware of the situation that the Dene 
people are in, and that each individual Dene people 
are supporting each other against the pipeline. She 
only knows that -- she only wishes that the Government 
gets this thing in his mind, and that she would 
appreciate it if the Government would also give the 
support to the people, if he could. 


She is saying no against the 
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Rosalee Zoe Fish 8216 
pipeline, and that is all she has to say. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
very much, ma'am. 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 


MARIA ADELE RABESCA, sworn: 

INTERPRETER ZOE: This is 
Maria Adele Rabesca. She would like to make a speech. 

MRS. RABESCA: I would like 
to make a speech to you tonight about our land and the 
pipeline. 

We people depend on the land. 
When our husbands go hunting -- they go hunting, and 
they go fishing, and trapping, us women, well, we stay | 
home. Sometimes we go with our husbands. And when | 
our husbands, they get meat or fish or furs, we are 
happy, because we know that our kids are well fed. The 
are well clothed. 

Last year, like, we had a lot 
of money. Like the land is something that is most 
precious to us. We are proud to live on our land, and 
we do not wish our land should be destroyed. | 

If there is a pipeline goes 
on, many people will be hurt and suffer. Our poor 
kids will be suffering, and they will be hungry. And 
also what we live on, the wildlife, will all be 
destroyed. And we know that our land, and the soil, | 
and everything will be destroyed. This is why we do | 


want this pipeline to go on. 


Many people have made a speech 


Aer Nea > | Ss 
i ‘ aS poe ws i bk 


‘ | - ; . ; 
ae a one ve wy nt ae Be | Wig 
Dek 4 


oe. | ; 
“a e oe bei ba el al ve 2 a : 























ows | San be BA HTS is as ae 0a tues tees aia ee ai ee j 
nd eset | a sxvanonase raat grts ih y any a tt oY ‘ 
eee & “eelsmt OF okLE biwow ede .sonedsi efebA size tee ie | 
pALL biwow I rAD@MEAM » BAM Beis ‘Segd mnt te ae make | 


+ hoe Baal so Syods" saptaod Hoy oa ndoseqe ‘5 atom Od” pone Ps 
/, sablegig ie i | 
sal edd no Buadeb elgosq a8 -. | : [st 
bas .onienud op yodt -- emistaud op ebnsdeud 10 asi: a E t a 
ga ew ,fiiew ,nemow on oniggs1s bas <pridatt op yede:) | bE 7 
netw boa -obnadagid x29 dtiw op ow sembsemo2 § .omon Fi 
sts sw ,atut to deli to seen teo yods ,ebasdeud HO. af 7 
‘bet Liew ots abla uero ded woud ow gavsoed .yqqsd ir mi 
| iin 4 .bedgolo [Lew eats eres 
Wf 6 hed ew ,otil yreey teat | 
seo ot tedd pnitttemot ai basi ett eAxLi .yenom 20 
Ye ,bael x0 a evil of buoxq et6 OW .@8 oF suolostq: {$ 
beyorsaed od pheoite: hiiekt avo dekw ton ob aw- LS 
seop entiegig s ah stedt | | | 
106q) quO “.nettue bas sitesi edt LLiw' aigosq yriem = tO" 4 eS 
baA syxpandt ed [Liw yeds bes senixetive ed ILiw abit. es 
ed fis fiw ,ethiblkw eid ,ao evil vew dedw cals Ls 
_fioe eft baa best tuo asde woud sw boA .beyorseoad: 
Ob ew yaw ei alcT -heyoutash ad iLiw pativyzeve Sas 
alt 10@..03 - oak beaig abd t0S8W) 


age © obam ved ofaeea wast a } 











Maria Adele Rabesca €217 
Annie Simpson 


before me and I agree with them. So this again I say, | 


I hope they will not have a pipeline in our land. 
Thank you. 
(MIKE NITSIZA TRANSLATES ABOVE TO DOGRIB.) 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 


ANNIE SIMPSON, sworn: 

INTERPRETER ZOE: They have 
been looking forward to visiting you, Mr. Berger, and 
they appreciate that you attend the hearing here, and 
they appreciate discussing things with you. And the 
person speaking is Annie Simpson. 

She said the speech made by 
the others are the true words, she said. It is simple 
that we have to save the things that we depend on that 
exist in our land. We have to save it for our 
children, she said. 

For instance, our children 
could not eat without having to do some fishing or 
hunting or trapping, she said. 

If the pipeline goes through 
and these things are destroyed, the things that we 
depend on are destroyed, there is no way we can feed 
our children, she said. The things that we depend on, 
the animals for food, the games, small games, big 
games, the hunting, like the furs, we depend on this, 
she said. 

We strongly feel and support 
each other against the pipeline, she said. And that we 


are aware that we depend, we know we depend on this 
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hunting and fishing and trapping, she said. We know 
and we cannot destroy it, she said. With the person 
with their right mind, what he lives on, he cannot 
destroy it, she says.. 

And that -- she also mentions 
that she has nine children. And what she is saying 
now is to support her nine children. If her children 
are to live the traditional way of life, they will 


simply depend on fishing, trapping and hunting. 


And if we look at the pipeline 


it will mean only destroying what we depend on, she 
said. And it is simple for me to say no to the 
pipeline. This is what she said. And that is ail 
she has to say. Thank you, she said. 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 


MARY ADELE SIMPSON, sworn: 

INTERPRETER ZOE: This is 
Mary Adele Simpson, and she would like to say a few 
things regarding the pipeline. 

The other speakers gave me 
the support against the pipeline. She thanks all the 
people who have given their support against the 
pipeline. , 


Presently she is living with 


six of her children, and she has no husband to rely on. 


She loves her land and she loves her children. 
She would like to save the 
existing things on her land such as small games, big 


games, and the furs, which her children will depend on 
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in the future. 





She also mentions that I am 
poor, she said. I am a widow. During the cold 
Winters, she said, I have to support my children, she | 
said. Even during the cold you cannot see anything | 
because of the fog. I have to go out and get some | 
firewood, she said. We still live the traditional | 
way and still use the fire, wood burning type of furnace 


and we have to get the firewood, she said. And I still 





do that, she said. I still get the wood myself, she | 
said. 

Netting, which is fishing, 
during the cold I know I have to support my children. 


I have to check the nets. I love my children, I love 





my land, she said. I love the land because of the 


things that it has given me, she said, the things that 


I need, like the food that I get, and the clothing I | 


get is given me through the things that I have on the 
land, she said. 

And there is no doubts that I 
would like ‘to destroy this, she said, and I will give 
my support against the pipeline, she says. 

| As I mentioned, I have six 
children, she said. And as far as I'm -- she says, 
I'm quite aware that I will not live, that I will not 
exist forever. Some day my life will come to an end, 
she said. But I would not like to see my children | 
suffering because there is nothing in our land that 


they could be depend on. | 
This is the reason why we are 
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giving our support against the pipeline. We want to | 

save what we have for the new generations. If the new | 
generation are to live in the traditional way, they 

will depend on fishing, hunting and trapping. So this | 

is the reason why we would like to give our support | 

| 

against the pipeline. | 

And that she wishes that this 

message would come across to the Government, and that | 


she hopes that the Government will consider this 


matter, and it is important for the people to get their 
message across to the Government with the help of Mr. 
Berger. 

She also mentions that if Mr. 
Berger would take kindly to the people and give his 
Support to the people, she will appreciate that. | 

And also again, if the | 
Government will takebeonataéraeion over the people that 
they are pleading for their right, and things that they 
can save for their generation, the things that they 
depend on, they will not want to destroy what they 
have. 

She definitely said -- she 
said, I definitely would support the people who are 
against the pipeline, and I wOuta simply say no against 
it, to the pipeline, she said. That's all I have to 
say, she said. 

(WITNESS ASIDE) | 

FRANCIS ZOE, sworn: 

My name is Francis Zoe, and I 


am a C.E.S. Co-ordinator for the communities, which 
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means I am working for the people. 


I would like to support the 


people who have already made a speech. I appreciate 
all the people who support against the pipeline. | 

As far as taking the pipeline | 
into consideration, the Dene people didn't have a | 


pipeline before, and they didn't depend on it before. 


Now, the White people are proposing a pipeline. Why 





will the Dene people want a pipeline? They still want 
to live the traditional way. I know we are in the stag 
of the development. They do not need the pipeline. 
Why would they want a pipeline, especially to people 
who want to live the traditional way of life. 

When speaking about employment 
that it would create, that the pipeline would create, | 
they will not only hire the people in the North, they | 
will hire most of the people from outside. They can't | 
get the experts from the North. I'm sure of that. 
When they look at a pipeline, it's a large project. 

If I understand, it's a three year project. 

I'd like to say a few things 
regarding education. As far as education goes, we 
people, the people that exist in my community, I can 
tell you that they don't have, everyone of them don't 
have Grade 10. I know froma fact. They can see in 
this country the education, it's a competing thing. 
They can see that we are -- even though we have Grade 
12, this is pretty low, I think... They can see the 


competition that they have with education. We have 


different schools. The outside schools in U.S., the 
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U.S.A., you have different schools there. They are 
quite competing. And the people out there have a 
pretty high grade. I can tell you that. We are really 
low graded people. Sooner or later, in the future, I 
know that -- for sure that most of the people that have 


a little education, that exists now, will not hold a 


If you are looking at a 
Pipeline -- and as far as I believe, they are looking 
at a pipeline, the gas pipeline first, and the oil 
pipeline, then a highway perhaps. Once this is done, 


job at all. | 
who's going to get a job? The outside people is going 


| 


to get the job, not the people existing in the North. 
When I say I'll give my | 
support to the -- against the pipeline, iad Gives. ot 
| 
them 100 percent. I don't want nothing else. | 
The people now, they still 
live the traditional way. They depend on trapping, 
fishing, and hunting. Why should we just switch 
around and adjust them? They do not understand the 
foreign ways, which is the White man's ways. 


Like for myself, I had a 


little education. I do not know exactly the foreigner 
way, the White man's way, nor I speak correctly the 
White man's way. This takes time developing. Like what 
I mean, you just can't turn from one language to the 
next language in one night, you just can't turn people | 
around. It is going to take time. We all know that. 


And in the future I know for 


sure that most of the people from the South will be 
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employed. Most of them will get all the good jobs. 
The other jobs like labour, and jobs which is not very 
good, is going to the Native people, the Northern 
people for sure. 

And I wouldn't give my 
Support to the pipeline. I don't want the pipeline. | 
I know that after the pipeline is built, they are going 
to be talking about the highway again. We can see all 
that. It's simple. It's development. 

I would like to say more but 
I think that other people are waiting to say something, 
so I'll say thank you. That's all I have to say. 

(MIKE NITSIZA TRANSLATES ABOVE TO DOGRIB.) 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 

very much. | 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 


MARY ANN JEREMICHICA, sworn: 

INTERPRETER ZOE: The 
speaker is Mary Ann Jeremichica. 

THE WITNESS: I am 
here to say a few things about the pipeline, which is 
going to go through the Mackenzie area. 

We Denesnpeapie here in Lac La 
Martre, we are talking against the people -- the 
pipeline to protect our land. We have seen a lot of 
damage done to our land and our lives. I have seen 
what he White people have done to our life. Our old 


people had depend on the land so much for us young 


people to make our living. 
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| White people have changed our 

24 life and make us turn away from the old days. | 
| 

3} Education, for example, they brought -- which they 

4 


| brought here and made us turn away from the old days. 
| Things like fur, hunting, and fishing were done mostly 


Ul 


6 | all year round in the old days, but nowadays which we 
7+ live now, we are just like stuck to something which we 
4 can't go anywhere for hunting, fishing and trapping, 
9 like the old people did. 


. Young people nowadays are 





11] going for jobs out of town here. They also take off 
12 | from the parents, who had support them. Their parents 
13 | have brought them in the poor hard way. Yet the White 
14 | people has changed the young people's lives. The 


) White people have made them turn against the parents. 





The White people have also done a lot to my people | 


children in the future. 

And you, Mr. -- whatever it 
is -- have said there will be about 6000 men working 
on the pipeline, and mostly of these men will be from 


the South. If these men come from the South, what 


x 


1s), out here, yet they are trying to make it worse for our 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| will it mean to us young people? It means, if these 
| men come, they will take our young womens away for a 
year or two. Like the pipeline project will be going 


on for three years. They will take our young womens 


pregnant, and leave them alone after the job is done. 
What will these young women do? They don't have 


| 

| 

| away, probably get shack up with them, make them 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| education. Where will they get the money to support 
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Marie Moosenose 


their children, and what will they do for a living? 
And how will they feed their children to grow up? 

This is all I want to say. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
very mucn. We would like to keep that as an exhibit. 

INTERPRETER ZOE: I will 
give it to the Commissioner. 

THE COMMISSIONER: We would 
like to keep the document after it is interpreted. Than 
you very much. 

That will be marked as an 
exhibit and it will form a permanent part of the 
record. 


(SUBMISSION OF MARY ANN JEREMICHICA MARKED 


EXHIBIT1C-65 2. ) 


. (WITNESS ASIDE) 


| THE COMMISSIONER: We have 
got lots of time, I think. Ifanybody else wants to 
speak, my are certainly welcome to do so. We'll just 
Sit here \for a few minutes and let those people who 
still wan\. to speak make up their minds about whether 


they are going to come forward. 
| 


| MARIE MOOSENOSE, sworn: 
| INTERPRETER ZOE: The 


speaker is Marie Moosenose. She would like to take the 


time to mention that perhaps the Government may have 


| 


hired a person to come out to each community to discuss 
the pipeline matters with the people, she said. That's 


the first \hing she said. 
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She says, we rely on what 


| 
| 
exists on our land, she said, like the things that we 
get from hunting, fishing and trapping. These are the 
things that they depend on. And they also depend on 
their husbands who do -- who have the chores of doing 
hunting, fishing and trapping. Without their husbands 
doing this, they cannot live without -- they couldn't 
live if their husbands did not do any fishing, or 
hunting, or trapping. 

She said at times it was 
tough, cold and tough for the wives. But when you find 
your childrens weeping because they need food and a 
shelter. The womens had to do a lot of fishing, she 
said, while their husbands were away on a trapline or 
on a hunting trip. | 
She also mentions that we, the | 
wives, had to do fishing to support our children, she | 
Said. And we also depend on our husbands to get -- to 
do the hunting for us, she said, hunting, fishing and 
trapping. 

This is the reason why we are 
against the pipeline, she said. We cannot destroy the 
things that we have. 

She mentions that during the 
time their husbands are away for trapping, or hunting, 
or on a long journey, or somewhere, while they're 
absent from -- well, they're not home, is what I mean. 
The wives have to -- the wives were the only people to 
Support their children. Their children could not do 


anything. But as far as -- the children need feeding 
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and heating to live, so the wives have to get the | 
firewood during the cold, and do the fishing, and then | 
do the cooking for the children. And this is the way 
we were brought up, she said. It was a tough life, 

but we love our children, and we love our land. 

We love our land because we 
survive with it. It gives us life, she said, the land 
gives us life. This is the reason why we give support 
-- she says, this is the reason why I give my support 
to the people who are against the pipeline. 

During that time I suppose 
that the Government didn't exist in this country, the 
time she is speaking about. That is the time when she 
was thinking about the Government, she said. She 
needed help, is what she said. She needed assistance, | 


because it was cold. She knew it was cold. And the 


work was hard, but she still struggled for her life. 





She love her children. She 
love her land. The land gives her life. At the time 
she wanted assistance from the Government, that was 
the time when the Government didn't exist in this 
country. It was the time when her husband was away, 
and she had to do the fishing, cooking, and then get 
in the firewood to support her children. Since the 
husband was away, these are the few things that she had 
A> d0:. 

She remembers her father who 
didn't exist very long after she was born. She 
remember how her father used to live, the traditional 


way. And then her sister, the same thing, they lived 
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the traditional way. She remembers her father when 
they used to do some fishing with the handmade nets. 


These nets were made from the roots, I believe. And 


| 
| 
the North is a tough life, she said. 
And now you find, just when 
you didn't depend too much on the Government, he | 
comes around and bugs you about the land. They want | 
the land, she says. They keep bothering us about the 
land. They want the land. They want the resource. 
I mean, it's time that they don't rely on the 
Government that much. Why do they do that? Why do 
they bother us about the land, she said. 
We people, the Dene people in 
this community, are religious, she said. We believe 


in God, she said, and that's who we pray to, she said. | 
| 


If God doesn't want the world to exist no longer, it's 





His doing, she said. And the Government is not God. | 

She also mentions that if her 
father did exist today, her father lived the tradi- 
tional ways, and he would -- and her father, if her 
father did exist today, he would give his support to 
all the people who are supporting against the pipeline, 
she said. And that he would also support the people 
against the Government asking, or repeatedly bugging 
the people for their land, that the people have the 
right to, which -- the land is theirs, she said, is 
ours, she said. And the Government is bothering us 
for it, she said. 

And she says, I'll give my 


Support to the people who are against the pipeline, and 
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I will say no to the pipeline. And that's all that I 
want to say, she said, that I wanted to mention to you 
people. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you | 
very much. 
INTERPRETER ZOE: And also | 
she would like to include this, the pipeline being a | 


destroying the land, the things existing in the lands. 





They would become a problem to the people, she said. 
And that she will not -- she would like -- she would 
not want to see her land being destroyed, and whatever 
exists on the land. 

So, she will give her support 
to the people who are struggling against the pipeline. 
That's final, that's all she has to say. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you | 


very much. 





(WITNESS ASIDE) 
THE COMMISSIONER: Well, 
Ladies and Gentlemen, is there anybody else who would 
like to speak before we adjourn the hearing? 
ALPHONSE SIMPSON, sworn: 
INTERPRETER ZOE: The 
speaker is Alphonse Simpson. RA phoride just mentions 
that -- he said that there are things that has been 


discussed here are the right things to discuss, he 


said. 


People that make their 
speeches before me, he said, these people are talking 


the truth words, and I support them very much who are 
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strongly against the pipeline, he said. 





Also from -- with other 
thoughts, or there were some other people, they 
mentioned these hearings. Without that -- with his 
own mind, he had that in mind before the hearings, he 
said. He simply wanted to support the people who are | 
struggling against the pipeline. This is what he is | 
saying. 

He's not here to make a 
lengthy speech, but he would like to speak just to 
support the people. 

He also would like to say that 
-- when talking about the pipeline, he said, which is 
not very good, he said. The pipeline will only cause 
hassle to the people here, he said, and the people 
who -- the people who are involved in this pipeline. 
They could simply find other ways of transporting these 
gas and oil to other countries, he said. It's simple 
for the Government, or these gas companies, to build a 


railroad to transport their gas and oil to the outside 


and oil, it will be cheaper, he said. 

He said, the people that made 
a speech before him have mentioned most of the things 
that he wanted to say. So these are the few things 
that he wanted to talk about, the railroad especially, 
he said, he was talking about. 

He didn't want a lengthy 
speech, but he would like to say that he will give the 


| 

| 

| 
country. If the road is built to transport the gas 
| 

| 

| 
support to the people who are struggling against the | 
| 
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pipeline, the people who are opposing against the 
pipeline. He will give his support to them. And that 
is all that he will say for now. 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 


CHARLIE JEREMICHICA, sworn: 

INTERPRETER ZOE: The person 
speaking now is Charlie Jeremichica. 

CHARLIE JEREMICHICA: First 
of all, I would like to introduce myself that I am the 
Co-Op Manager here in Lac La Martre. This is my first 
time speaking on this type of meeting. But, first of 
all, I would like to say a few things about the 
pipeline, land, and the people. 

I would like to support my 
people about the land. And I'm aware of the pipeline 
not to be built up across the Mackenzie area, so that 
the land wouldn't have to be destroyed, and also the 
animals and the wildlife, and other things. A hundred 
percent I agree with what the people have said about 
the pipeline not to be built up in our land. 

We are talking against the 
pipeline because we want to protect our land and 
wildlife. A lot of things have destroyed =-—sa bot of 
things are going to have to be destroyed if the 
pipeline has been built. 

But, anyway, the people here 
have lived here long enough, but things haven't been 
changed yet. But nowadays people live in the 


community, they don't move around like they used to in 
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the old days. 

So then I wanted to say I 
agree with the people, what they have said before me, 
and I was listening to them, which I was supposed to 
Say things, and this is the first time I've been 
talking in this community and in this meeting. So I 
don't really have much to say, but I would like to give 
thanks to all the people here, what they've said, and 
what we heard. 

So, now, that's all I have to 
say, but the main thing is the pipeline. I am not 
interested in the pipeline to be built up. So, that's 
all I have to say. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you. 
I wonder if I could have Joa an ca statement, Mr. 
Jeremichica, and it will form part of the record of 
the Inquiry. Thank Sor: 

(SUBMISSION OF CHARLIE JEREMICHICA MARKED 
EXHIBIT “C-653 <:) 
(WITNESS ASIDE) 

THE COMMISSIONER: Does 
anyone else wish to say anything before we adjourn the 
hearing? 

INTERPRETER ZOE: Mike 
Nitsiza would like to make a speech. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, by 
all means. 

MIKE NITSIZA, sworn: 

MR. NITSIZA: Yes, Mr. 


Judge Berger, I would like to make a speech. 
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THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, 
please, by all means. 

MR. NITSIZA: Firat of all. I 
would like to say thanks to Mr. Berger for coming in 
to hear from the people of Lac La Martre here. And my 
name is Mike Nitsiza. 

I joined in the settlement 
this year in February. I just moved back here in Lac 
La Martre to do the maintenance here for the settle- 
ments. 

I am also support those 
people that are against the pipelines going through the 
North here in the Mackenzie District. 

Why am I against the pipeline? 
Why, it's simple, simple to know. that our land has been 


already been destroyed by fire and by polluting our 


lakes, our clear water. This is why I am against the 
pipeline. 

I guess this is the reason 
why all these people here are against the pipelines. 

Those forest fires that I knew 
from the past, last five years ago, when we had the 
forest fire about five miles away from the settlement 
here in Lac La Martre, and we phoned the Forestry, 
the Fire Department, and asked them to control this 
fire. And then what they said was that they wouldn't 
put the fire out because we Dene people were careless 
about this forest fire, that's what they told us, but 


| 
which is not true. We care about our land. 
Even the last couple of weeks 
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| 

| 
ago, there's been about -- a forest fire a little north 
and from here, and it's been burning about hundreds of 
acres lands, and it finally dies out by that rain we 
had. 

The Government don't care 
about our land. They let it burn. They let it burn 
by itself. 

And this is why they want all 
the money, but money doesn't mean much to us Native 
people. Our lives, we are dependent on our land. 

And in Yellowknife, there is a 
great danger of arsenic in Yellowknife. We Native 
people, or I'm sure the Native people, us Dene from 
Detah and Yellowknife have not polluted the lakes. And 


what does the Government do about it, nothing. They 


just sit back and see what happens. And see if the 


Native people make any movements out of it, but none 
has been done about it. 

I have been working for the 
Indian Brotherhood as a field worker and I know what's 
happening. And I have been to lots of communities, 
I have been talking to lots of leaders in different 
communities. I support all those leaders that are 
against the community -- I mean che are against the 
pipelines. 

And there is also, there is 
another thing, during the last 15 or 20 years ago, 
I hear from the older people, and they said they could 
see all those dogs there, and those cliffs there, 


there used to be lots of water, -- lots of water. 
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But now every year, each year the water is going down. 
Where does it goes to? Where does it goes to -- it's 
easily can be, because it goes to the living things. 
People drink them, animals, all the living creatures in 
the world,all the plants, and certainly you people 
know that, realize that. 

But the mine that they have, 
and some old mines, in the gold mines, they dig up all 
the holes, polluted all the lakes, and then it's 
filled with water. That's where all the water goes. 

And people who are born every 
years, new childs is born every years, and getting 
less water. That's where all this water is going 
to. 

And i support those Dene | 
people in other communities that are against the | 
pipeline. And also aie have been destroyed, all the | 
land, and yet they still want pipelines which will 
destroy, destroy our land, our life. There already 
has been too much, lives been taken for protecting us. 
They won't -- after destroying our land, they won't 
even give us back all the plants, and all the animals, 
that they have destroyed. They won't even give us 
back the A.I.M. leader, which ve re Indian 
Movement, the great leader, Mr. Nelson Small Legs, Jr. 


back alive to us. 


And I thank you people for 
coming here and listening to me, and this is all I have 
to say. Thank you. 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 
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Lloyd Simpson 


THE COMMISSIONER: Well, is 


there anybody else that would like to speak tonight? 





MARIE TLOKKA, sworn: 

INTERPRETER ZOE: The person 
speaking now is Marie Tlokka. She would like to make 
a speech briefly. 

First, I would like to say 
that if the pipeline goes through, and if anything 
happens to the pipeline, it will simply destroy the 
games that they depend on, the furs they depend on, and 
the wildlife. If these things are destroyed, there is 
nothing that they can live on, because they depend on 
the things that exists in the land. They are resource- 
ful. They do not have any education, and they cannot 
ask for jobs. And so they rely on these things. And 
if they are destroyed, there is no chance that they can 
live. i 

The reason that she supports 
the people that are against the pipeline is simple. 
They want to save the land and the life of others 
before it is destroyed. And you will say no to the 
pipelines. And that is all that she has to say. 

(WITNESS ASIDE) 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, 
Ladies and Gentlemen, -- 

LLOYD SIMPSON, sworn: 

INTERPRETER ZOE: The person 
speaking now is Lloyd Simpson. 

He mentions that -- he says 


that we have a beautiful country, and we love our 
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country. He only wish not to see the pipeline destroy- 


iG vite He doesn't want to see the pipeline destroyin 


what the Dene people have. He will also say no to the 
Pipeline. He will give his support to the people who 
are against this pipeline. And that's all he has to 
say. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
very much, sir. 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 


THE COMMISSIONER: We have 
been here since this afternoon, and we have heard from 
thirty-one of you older people and younger people, men 
and women, who live here in Lac La Martre, and that 
certainly has helped me to understand the way you live 
and what your hopes are and your fears are for the 
future, and those are the things that I have to know, 
and those are the things that it is important that the 
Government should know. 

So, I am glad that you all 
came today. I'm glad that you were prepared to sit 
here in public and tell me, and tell your friends and 
neighbours, and through me the Government of Canada, 
how you feel about the proposed pipeline and the 
energy corridor, and the changes that they may bring. 

Now, leaders of the Native 
people of the North, leaders of the Dene people, come 
to Yellowknife to tell me there what the Dene people, 
what they think, about the proposed pipeline and 


energy corridor, and of course I listen to them and I 





Dh tr 


a it 2 ay _ 7 ace we a 
fe ee wie oi - won 
i eB fi ine 
cs : va. 







02 ata har en is 


OY: ADBAT 5s gress amt i | i ayes 
Ga yok oe erry T, Ames ate soon conf 
_(S0x26, Beamer). ie) scot ee vd eae ; 
wi sist, che aiae e Abe 
syed ot | sagMoTaermMoD aHT | Terese): 


rox based aved sw bas pains eld eonke sied ased ; eae 
rom ,oiqoeq tepmvoy bas elqosg seblo woy Ro emo-yszide WW ef 
4sd3 bas .exdxaM o¢ o60 ai oxed evil ofw yaemow bas 


vil voy yew aft bnetexebas oF em begqled esd Yinissies | jer 


odj x9o% 916 exset awoy bas s1s eegod toy Jsdw bas | Of 
\wouxt o¢ even I ted¢ apnaidt of? ets seodt bas ,ervsut —§ PAT 
sit taut snsestoqms Bt #i tsds spnidd ods ets ovodd Sus Let 
| .wond blyore stnommzevod per 

{Is woy suds heip ms I ,oe "pes 
Sie og beisqe74 siew woy Itseis pete m'<  .¥&bos smso. Its 


bas ebaotx3 moy Lies Dae * 4 sm ilet bas otideg at sexed pss 
,8bsn06) tO Jhemnievoo edt om dpvords bas ,exuoddipien i€s 
sit bie. eniisqic beaogorg ond tuods Ise t uoy wor ies 
-paitd ysm yens tats aepnedo eds bas, ,1obinxz09 Ypxene i des 
svitsn ent to ersheoL \woU Vos 
9m0 9 ‘elqosg, ened sit ‘ad exebsel ere e323 to stqoed | rs 
,elgosg sned srit taclw sted. Sat ffes of ettmiwoliey os BS 
bas enifegiq baecqozq edt guods ,Ankdd yeds tsniw eS 

IT bas mods of megars I setuoo to bas ,xobEa300 Yezece 











8239 


give great weight to what they say. But let me tell 


you that it helps me to understand how you feel, and '§ 


how you think about these things, when I have the 
Chance to come to your villages, just as I have come 
to Lac La Martre today, because when you see the 
village, when you have a chance to hear from the 
people themselves, it gives you a deeper understanding 
of why you feel the way you do, than I would ever get 
if I just sat in Yellowknife listening to the people 
who come there to talk to me. 

I will finish my hearings 
in the North at the end of September, and then I will 
write my report, and hand it to the Government of 
Canada, and after that it will be laid before 
Parliament and you will hear about it then. Remember, 
all that I can do is make recommendations to the 
Government of Canada. It is the Government of Canada 
in Ottawa that must decide whether a pipeline will be 
built, but you can rest assured that they will be told 
how you feel about it, that they will be told the 
thoughts that you have expressed here today about the 
pipeline and the energy corridor. 

Lac La Martre is a beautiful 
place and I and all of those who came with me today 


are glad that we had a chance to come and to be here, 


and I want to thank all of you who attended the hearing 


today, and those of you who spoke. 
Andritais ib:0Q e‘cloek sand I 
guess I should adjourn the hearing until we reconvene 


at Rae Lakes tomorrow. But thank you all again. 
(ABOVE INTERPRETED BY INTERPRETER. ) 
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JIM GREEN, sworn: 


| 
| 
MR. GREEN: Okay, I am | 
sorry for this interruption. I just wanted to -- 
THE COMMISSIONER: Right, | 

fine, go ahead, Mr. Green. 


MR. GREEN: I wanted to 


wait until everyone else had spoken, and I don't know 
why it was, but I have been kind of afraid all night 

to say what I wanted to say, and I don't know why. I 
think maybe it's because -- it may be a couple of 
things, maybe I was going to be the only White guy 
talking here tonight, or that I was going to be 
speaking against something that Southern people, where 
I come from, have devised and made up and were trying 
to*de ff the Scdutryy ‘in this northern country. | 

But I've been -- I've been | 
vacillating about it all night. I've been going back 
and forth. I've been afraid of what I was going to 
say, and I suppose that's why I messed things up, and 
didn't say it until after everything had closed, or 
didn't, you know, say I wanted to say anything, because 
I was sort of afraid to come out. 

But I had some things I wanted 
to say, and I wrote them down Past night, and I wrote 
them down before anybody said anything tonight, and I 
just felt that I had to say these things for myself, | 
as well as anybody else, so that I can look at myself | 
tomorrow. And I'm sorry for causing a -- for not | 


doing it when everybody else was talking, but I would 


like -- 
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Jim Green 


THE COMMISSIONER: Just take 
your time, because we've got lots of time. I just 
thought no one else wanted to speak. 

MR. GREEN: Okay; I would 
just like to take this time. 

THE COMMISSIONER: We are all 


right where we were twenty minutes ago, So carry on. 





MR. GREEN: Really, okay. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Carry Gn. 

MR. GREEN: I am obviously 
not Dene. I don't have a Dene language, a Dene mind, 
or a Dene education. 

When I was a young boy, I 
used to wish I was an Indian, and I saw myself riding a 
horse and shooting lots of buffalo, and berea a real | 

| 
big guy. I don't do that anymore. | 

| I am a White man, and I found 

that I can live with being a White man, and I can 
accept that. I am a White man. I am a transplanted 
European White man, but I was born in this country. 
My father was born in this country, and my father's 
father was born in this country. Canada is my home; 
no place else. This is my home. 

And we are here today to talk 
about a pipeline. We are also here to talk about 
people. And I think one of the reasons that I have 
been able to -- and I don't know why I was so afraid to 
talk now that I've started talking -- but I think one 


of the reasons that I've been able to talk is because 


I've heard so many people tonight talking that I've 
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never heard talk before, and talking from their hearts, 
and talking what they really feel about something that | 
is very important. And so I am talking about my home 
too. Canada is my home. 

This pipeline we are talking 
about is the latest example, I think, of a long series 
of mistakes that new people in this country have made, 
because they are thinking more about money than they 
are about people. I think this pipeline is an another 
example of a mistake that could be made, that could 
destroy what little is left of the country that I call 
my country, and the country that I call my home. 

And I know -- I know that I 


don't feel as close to it, I don't know why, but I 





know that I haven't got the closeness or the attachment | 
to it as Native people who have lived with it for | 
thousands of years, but it's still my home, and I sontt| 
want to see it destroyed. I don't want to see things 
go on and on and on until we've got nothing left, 
because, like, these people are thinking about their 
children. I'm thinking about mine. And I think all 
of us in the South should think about ours as well. 

I guess the whole thing began 
a long time ago with our ancestors coming to this 
country. They took the cream off the European continen 
then they came to this country, and they took the top 
off of this country, and they made money as fast as 
they could, and the whole process of manifest destiny, 


and it just went on and on and on until today, and look 


what's left in North America. Not very much. 
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And all the time we were 
right, we were right the whole way. God was on our 
side. We were right. The Indians didn't have the 
technology to develop the land, to develop the 
resources, sO we did it. And we put all the profits 
in the bank. 

Looking back on it, as far as 
I can see, the White North American's reaction to this 
country was fear. They were afraid of starving. They 
were afraid of the savage Natives that were roaming 
in the country, and they were afraid of the unknown 
Wilderness. And it looks like this same reaction is 
carried on right to today, that we still want to contro 
the world, the weather, the earth, all the living 
things on it. It seems like we see it asa triumph to 
conquer the wilderness and control everything that 
LEVESRLAALTES . 

And I know this isn't a very 
popular thing to say, but I think we've been wrong, 
right from the start, I think we've been wrong. I 
think we should have been learning to live with things, 
like in harmony with everything else. We should have 
been developing a lifestyle that would complement 
everything else, that would complement all other living 
people, and all other living things on the earth. And 
I think in that way we could have had some hope of 
survival. But I think we blew it. 

Looking back on it, it looks 
like we had to conquer it, we had to take over control, 


and get some gain from that control. And it looks 
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like our gain meant piling up of material things and 
money, things that we recognize as a source of power, 
power to determine the direction of affairs of things 
On earth, of other people, and all living things on the 
earth. Well, even right now it is going into space. 

And it's happened. Look what 
we've done on the North American continent in two 
hundred years. And look how it was, when Europeans 
first came to this country, and people had been living 
there on this continent for thousands and thousands of 
years. And, sure, it might have been tough, but they 
had been making it, and it might have been desperate 
sometimes, and some people might have starved some- 
times, but they were living with the things the way 
the things were, and they were making it. And sure, 
they might have had inter-tribal wars and all those 
things that we know about, but they didn't write it 
oft, And it looks like that we might be doing it. 

So, we came along and in only 
two hundred years, and they've been here for thousands 
and thousands of years, so we conquered the’ wilderness. 
We overpowered the people who were living here; we 
fenced it in; we grazed it; we logged it off; we dug 
holes in it; we blew holes in pam levelled it off; 
we cemented it over; and it got to the point where we 
had to create National Parks -- National Parks -- so 
that we had something left to look at. Something to 
remind us of how it used to be, or maybe how it could 
have been. 


And all this time we had so 
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much trouble with the Indians. They didn't give up. 
They kept coming back. The vanishing race we called 
them. The vanishing race that kept not vanishing. 
Now, we tried; we declared them savages, heathens, 
non-citizens, wards of the government; we pushed them 
aside, and we developed the hell out of this country. 

So, now, it looks like we have 
to finish the job. It looks like there's to be no end 
to this madness. There'll be no end until we die of 
lack of food, lack of water, lack of air, under garbage 
heaps that we make ourselves. 

I don't think that anything 
the Dene people have to say will stop the pipeline. 
What they have to say might stop it, but not for the 
right reasons. I think that politically it might have 


some influence and it might stop it because of 


Sanity, in the name of their children, and our 
children, and your children. 
I got a quote from Aquisoni 
Notes, which is our Native newspaper from the States. 
It says: 
"An Indian woman once sent this message to the 
leaders of the European people. She said, 'When 
you have polluted the last river and have caught 
the last fish and have cut the last tree, it's 
too bad that then and only then you will 
realize that you cannot eat all the money that 
you have in the bank.' " 


| 

| 

| 

| 

politics. But it should be stopped in the name of 
Now, it's kind of a flat 
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statement, and everybody has heard that kind of things 
before, but it's pertinent. I mean, why make a pipelin 
when it could wipe out what little is left. So, the 
question is not whether the western world would 
continue without the Indian people. The question is, 
will the Indian people be able to carry on living and 
Survive on this land, whether their world may very well 
be the only world left. And I don't say that 
romantically or unrealistically. I think it's very 
possible, the direction we are going. 

I began by Saying that I ama 
White man, and so I had to speak about the pipeline as 
a White man. And then I went on to support the Dene 
people, who have been speaking to you about the 
pipeline. They have been speaking to you about the 
pipeline for months. 

And I found that I had to say 
this tonight because what they've been saying -- what 
they've been saying -- what I've been hearing they've 
been saying, and what I've been reading they've been 
saying to you for months, it just makes sense. It just 
makes so much sense that I just can't see it any other 
way. They're thinking about their children. And I 
think about my children. And ehen I hear what they're 
Saying about -- what they think about -- what they're 
afraid about the future of their children, I'm afraid 
of the same things. Rather than my children grow up in 
the North, as they are now, or in the South, or any- 
where in North America, or anywhere in the world, I've 


got the same fears for them. And so I have to agree 
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with what they're saying. 

They are thinking about the 
future of the whole people. Now, when they talk 
about that, they are talking about the future of the 
whole Dene people. Well, I am thinking about the 
future of all people, and if we carry on this craziness 
I really can't see how we got much chance. I just can' 
see that they could be wrong. They're right. It's not 
money, Or Oil, or gas that we should be thinking about. 
We should all be thinking about our children. 

Well, I am thinking about my 
children when I ask you, and the Government, and the 
people of this country to stop and think awhile. 

Maybe we don't need this pipeline next year. Maybe we 
don't need it in five years. Possibly we don't need it, 
ag any. And it's what these people have been saying | 
all along, and I jieet Have to agree with them. Maybe , 
we should just stop while there is something left. 
Maybe it could save us all. 

And that's all I have to say 
is that I hope that you and the Government of this 
country listen to them well, because for some funny 
reason, they seem to be the only people that are making 
sense, and they are talking Wreat Gur ultimate 
survival, and the survival of my children, as well as 
their children, instead of talking about dollars. And 
I support their position. Thank you. | 

THE COMMISSIONER: I would | 
like Mr. Green's statement marked as an exhibit. 


(SUBMISSION OF MR. JIM GREEN MARKED EXHIBIT C-654.) 
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Chief Beaulieu 


THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you, 





Mr. Green. 
(WITNESS ASIDE) 
INTERPRETER ZOE: Chief 
Beaulieu would like to say something. 
CHIEF BEAULIEU: Okay. 
THE INTERPRETER: Chief 
Louis Beaulieu would like to take the time to say that 
he would like to say thank you to you, Mr. Berger, and 
the people, all the people who attended the meeting 
here. 
f It is good to have you here to 
listen to what the people have to say, and the feeling 
that they have against the pipeline. 


Now that you have listened 


to the people, the speeches the people has made, from 


thass!7ou can peeeneiges or understand how the people 
feel about this pipeline, which will effect all the 
Dene people. 

Our people, they are pleading, 
he said. And they are trying to say things with their 
own heart, he said. And the people wishes that you 
will also support them when you present the papers to 
their Government. , 

So, he would like to say 
thank you for everybody that attended the meeting, and 
that the meeting is now adjourned. | 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you, 


Chier. 


(PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED TO AUGUST 13, 1976) 
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—6—=74M211 MACKENZIE VALLEY PIPELINE INQUIRY  Pebdlications 
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Rae Lakes, 8249 
ws We DT, 
August 13, 1976. 


(PROCEEDINGS RESUMED PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT) | 
THE COMMISSIONER: Well, I'll 


call our hearing to order. I think you know why I'm 
here. I am Judge Berger and I am here to find out | 
what you think about the Mackenzie Valley Pipeline. | 

There are two companies, 
Arctic Gas and Foothills Pipelines that want to build. 
a pipeline to bring gas from the Arctic Ocean to the | 
big cities and industries in southern Canada and the | 
United States. That pipeline, if it were built, | 
would be built along the Mackenzie Valley. | 

Now, the Government of | 
Canada has not decided whether they will let the : 
companies build a pipeline or not. Before they 
decide, they want to know what you think about it 
and that's why I'm here, aoe out what you, the 
people who live here in the North, think about the 
idea. 


I think I should tell you 


that the government is going ahead on the basis that 
if a gas pipeline is built, then an oil pipeline will 
be built after the gas pipeline. So that what we 
are considering is an energy corridor along the 

Mackenzie Valley that would carry gas and oil; a 
gas pipeline buried beneath the ground and an oil 


pipeline elevated above the ground. 


Now, I asked representative 


na.) ieee serene 


of the companies that want to build the gas pipeline 





to come here with me today so that they could listen 


to what you had to say and so that you could later | 
on ask them any questions, if you wanted to. Now, | 
/ 
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they want to build a gas pipeline and the gas pipeline 
along the Mackenzie Valley, if it were built, would 

be the largest project every undertaken by private 
enterprise in the history of the world. 

It would take three years 
to lay the pipe, six thousand workers would be needed 
to build the pipeline and if the pipeline were built, 
there would be expanded exploration by way of seismic 
crews and seismic exploration activity throughout 
the Mackenzie Valley and extending onto the land on 
both sides of the Valley. 

Now, it's not up to me to 
decide whether this pipeline should be built or not. | 
That is for the Government of Canada. It may be that 
in the national interest it will have to be built. | 


It may be that it will not have to be built. But 





before the government decides what to do, they want 
to know what you think about it and that is why I 
have been to over thirty communities along the route 
of the pipeline, along the Mackenzie Valley to hear 
what the people, Indian, Metis, Inuit and White 
people to hear what all of them think about it. 
That's why I'm here today. 
Let me put it this way, I'm not here to tell you that 
the pipeline is a good thing and I'm not here to tell 
VOU. thats! Ss bad thing. Ti it ds buile. it wil) 
bring changes to the Mackenzie Valley and--I'll 
explain it in this way. I'm not here to tell you tha 
the pipeline is a good thing and I'm not here to tell 


you that it's a bad thing. If a gas pipeline is buil 
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then an oil pipeline will follow it. 


If a gas pipeline is built, 


| 
there will be opportunities for people living here 
in Rae Lakes to work on the pipeline, to have jobs 

on the pipeline and that will mean that they will 
have a chance to earn money as long as work on the | 
pipeline lasts. As I told you, there will be 
increased exploration for oil and gas throughout 


the Mackenzie Valley and beyond if the pipeline 


ts ben. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
So, I want to know what 
you think about it because I have to report to the 
government and tell them what you think about it. 
| 
So, I'm here to listen to you. I want to know 
about the way you live, about your hopes for the 
future, for yourselves and your children, because 
we cannot understand the impact of large scale 


frontier development here in the North unless we 


understand what your attitudes are toward industrial 


development. 


I didn't com all by myself as yo 


will have noticed and these young people with the 


masks are just taking down everything that I say 
and that you will say on tape so that it can be 

typed up and then we will send the written record 

of everything that is said here today to Rae Lakes, | 
to Chief Arrowmaker, so that you will know--you will | 


have a written record of everything that was said 


today. 


These other people that came 
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J. Arrowmaker 


with me are from the CBC's northern broadcasting 
unit which broadcasts on the radio each evening. 
Joe Tobie broadcasts in Dogrib. Louis Blondin who 


broadcasts in Slavey, Jim Sittichinli 


who broadcasts in Loucheux, Abe Ookpik who broadcasts 


in Eskimo and Whit Fraser who broadcasts in English 
and in addition to them, there are some people from 
newspapers and magazines in southern Canada, because 
people throughout Canada want to know what is going 
to happen in the North, want to know what you think 
ADOU EG. Lc.» 

I've talked enough now and 
T'll ask Chief Arrowmaker to begin, if you would 


Crier. 


MADELINE CHOCOLATE, Sworn aS interpreter. 


PETER ARROWMAKER, Sworn as interpreter. 
(MADELINE CHOCOLATE TRANSLATES ABOVE INTO DOGRIB) 


CHIEF ARROWMAKER, sworn: 

THE INTERPRETER: We are 
here today. We have just heard what Judge Berger 
has just said. He said, the subject we are going 


to talk about is the gas pipeline. We have often, 


in the past, looked forward to talking to or meeting a 


representative of the government and now Judge Berger 


‘is here and whatever we have on our minds we should 
say. If we want to talk about fishing, we should 
speak about fishing, hunting, trapping, whatever is 
on their mind. 

We lead a very hard life, 


he says. We go hunting on the winter road and when 
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| 
we do go hunting, we see very many cariboo on the | 
winter road. He says, we are not only speaking for | 
ourselves, we are speaking for our kids and our Future 
kids. He said, whatever we have to say here today, 


we should be speaking for our kids in the future. 


He says, like I said, we 


| 
| 
| 
had often wanted to meet a representative of the | 
government and now that you're here, maybe we can say | 
all that we had on our minds and he says, seeing as 
[I've said enough, maybe TIT can say some more again 
before the end of the meeting. 

The government has been very 
good to us, he says. There were times when they had 
no money and the government stepped in and gave them 
welfare and gave them family allowance and whenever 
they wanted it, they gave them aid. When this 
pipeline should be built, he says that there will be 
jobs for a lot of people. We should be thankful. 

But then again, we 
don't really want this pipeline, he says. That is 
about all I have to say. The people who are sitting 
next to me will be coming up to say their speech. 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 
THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 


Chief. 


THE INTERPRETER: Now that 
you are here, I would like take advantage of this 
opportunity and say a few words to you. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Could 


I have your name? 


THE INTERPRETER: Philip Zoe 
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PHILIP ZOE, sworn: 


THE INTERPRETER: He says, 
he'd like to welcome you here in Rae Lakes and that 
he's glad you are here listening and he also said 
that their way of living consists mostly of hunting, 


fishing and trapping and he says, life isn't very 


easy. The land here has been very good to us and 
has provided all they needed like fish and meat. 
The gas pipeline, he says 
it's too close to us. We don't want it. We don't 
want it at all. During the winter it's very cold 
and he says often life isn't very good out here. 


Sometimes when they haven't got anything, they have 





to go out in the bush and get it. He says, that's | 
all I have to say. | 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 
BRUNO APPLE, Sworn: 


THE INTERPRETER: First I'd 
like to introduce him. That's Bruno Apple and he 
thanks you for being here and for the people coming 
to listen to what the people have to say. Life 
hasn't been very easy in the past and it's unlikely 


it will be any easier in the future. 


few words on the pipeline. He says, this land here 
provides all the meat and fish and everything that 
they need to live on and he says that we hate to see 
all these things go when the pipeline gets through 


| 
| 
| 
| 
He says he'd like to say a | 
| 
| 
| 
and he also said that our real parents have long 
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deceased and this land is like our own father and 
mother. They provide all the meat and fish and 
everything that they need. 
‘ He says, out here it's very 
cold and during the winter they build a winter road 
from Rae to Great Bear and sometimes when they go 
hunting on the winter road, they rarely see any 
cariboo at all on the road. When they go hunting 
around that area, they hardly see any moose or 
cariboo. He says, even if they catch small, little 
animals, he says they still live on that. 

This pipeline that they are 


talking about building, they shouldn't build it too 


close to where the animals live. We, who live this 


way of life, like living this way, he says. We don't 


want to see this pipeline built. Even when they go 
hunting in the winter road, they hardly come across any 
animals but if this pipeline should get across the 
Valley, he says, it's unlikely they will see any 
animals when we go hunting near it. 

If this pipeline should get 
through, there's going to be a lot of people here, 
When this pipeline gets through, it's going to be 
like the end of the world here. He says, when we 
have forest fires here, they are not small forest 
fires. They are large forest fires. They destroy 
a lot of land. He says these animals here that are 
on the land, he says they live off of them and even 
if you give them money, the money won't replace the 


animals that are gone. 
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| 
This land here provides all | 
fur bearing animals and whenever they go trapping, | 
they get their money off the fur. He says, though 
the money won't last very long, he says we're still 
against this pipeline. He says, this land here has 
been very good to us. The little kids here who are 
now out with their mothers, like the little babies 
and little boys who are out playing, then in the 
future they're going to need this land to live on. 

He says, we love our kids 
and if this pipeline should be built, the pipeline 
is going to sweep the animals away from this land. 
He says, I have said what was on my mind. I have 
attended a lot of meetings here in the Northwest, 
he says, and we have often at the meetings talked 


about not having any big projects go through on the 


land. 

He said, this pipeline, 
they have made up some--he said that they are agains 
any development on the land. He says, we, who live 
off this land,don't want the pipeline at all. He 
also said that the White men don't live off the land 
like we do. So, it's not important to them whether 
they have this pipeline or not. He says he wants 
to thank you for listening to what he just said and 
he said there's a lot of people here who would also 
like to speak, so that's about all he's going to say 
and maybe at the end of the meeting he'll say 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 


another few words. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Fine. 
| 
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Thank you very much. 


HARRY SIMPSON, sworn: 


THE INTERPRETER: Harry 
Simpson. He says, he'd like to welcome you here to 
Rae Lakes and that he's happy that you would hear 


his speech. 


He says that when fall comes 
around it gets very cold up here and he says it's 
very hard when they go off in the bush and he says 
this pipeline that they are talking about; sometimes 

during..\the winter it goes to about sixty-five to 
forty below and it won't be good out here for the 
pipeline. 

He says all the people here 
that are with me, they also come around with their | 
families and their kids and they go off in the bush | 
around the end of September and he says, by that | 
time it's very cold and sometimes when it gets reall 
cold you can see the rocks mn crack and break and 
that also goes for some trees he Says. 

He says it gets very cold 
out here during the winter and sometimes when they 
go off to their nets, sometimes they catch about 
five to maybe four fish and if other families don't 


have anything to eat, they would share this fish 


that they catch. We love this land that we are 
living on and because we love it, he says we teach 
our little kids who have gotten to the age where 


they can go hunting and go in the bush with their 
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fathers and they teach them their way of life. 

It's because of our kids 
that we don't want this pipeline to go through. 
He said on your way up here I'm sure you must have 
looked out the window and seen all the little lakes 
and waters as you came up here, he says, and when 
winter comes it gets very cold up here and if they 
should build this pipeline, it's liable to freeze. 

When the cold winter comes, 
not only his family leaves for the bush but a lot 
of other families leave together and when everyone 
needs help, why they all help one another. If this 
pipeline should go through, he said it's going to 
be hard to live off the land. He says that he is 
happy to see you here today. He thinks now the 
government will get some sort of idea how the people 
live out in the bush. That's all he has to say. 
There's some other that would like to speak too. 

(WITNESS ASIDE) 

ANDREW GON, sworn: 

THE INTERPRETER: That's 
Andrew Gon and he said this land that we're talking 
about, he says, we love this land. Often there is 
some White people that would come here and work on 
the land and then whenever they object, those people 
would sort of ignore them and not listen but he said 
now that you're a representative of the government 
and he said he's happy that you've got an open ear 
and will listen to them. 

This land that we are livin 


on, he says, we love this land. That's why we talk 
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about it all the time. We love this land that we are 
living on. Not only do we live off this land, the 
animals and the trees also live off this land. I 


have been living here for more than sixteen years and 


| 
| 
| 
in all the years I have been here, I have seen a lot 
of forest fires and I have also, in my time, seen 
a lot of animals. 
We live off this land. 
That's why we talk about this land all the time. 
When you see this land being destroyed, you are 
also seeing the government's money being destroyed 
too. All the places where we go hunting and fishing 
and trapping is being destroyed. Now, there's not | 
very many pieces of land which you can live off. 
We were living here. We have a lot of little kids 


and little babies. Should they grow up or after they) 


} 


grow up they are going to want to go hunting and : 





fishing and trapping and if this pipeline should get 
through, they are going to have nowhere to go fishing 
and hunting and trapping. 

That also goes for the 
animals. If the pipeline should go through, there'll 
be no more animals for our kids to hunt. I'd like 
to thank you all who have come to listen to what we 


have to say. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 


very much. | 
THE INTERPRETER: He says 
we should all look upon ourselves as friends and | 


whatever is on our minds, we should be able to speak 
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out without having to hold back. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Right. 

THE INTERPRETER: I wish 
all of us were here to take the opportunity of your 
being here and say all that's on their minds. He 
said, I'd like to tell you a short story about the 
time when they first handed out five dollars for 
Treaty money. 

He said when the White man 
first came up North, as they made their way up North, 
they built roads to as far as Great Bear and he 
says we were about the last ones to whom they 
visited. After a period of about four or five years 
they finally went to Rae and got their Treaty money. 
Before the White man came here he said they had 
no policemen as well. So, when the Bay managers 
came up here, they sort of took the role of the 
policemen. 

They had this meeting. They 
all talked about it and Murphy was voted Chief. 

When they first talked about signing the Treaty, he 
had said that we shouldn't sign this Treaty because 
they might--I'd like to finish what I was saying. 

He said when they first had this Treaty, Murphy 

had said that they didn't want to accept this Treaty, 
this five dollar for Treaty because after they sign, 
the government people might say the land is off- 
limits to them and but after the father with whom he 
was then talking to, Murphy then talked to him and 


said to accept it or something like that. So, he 
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accepted it and signed the Treaty. 

At the meeting, he said 
everything that they talked about had to come to 
his approval first but it didn't. They further 
talked and said only when the river runs backwards 
and the moon goes black, only then will they submit 
this land to the White people. Only after he said 
this would they listen to him and then he signed 
the Treaty. 

At this meeting he said 
that before he signed he wanted so much land and 
that for his people to use. When they had this 
meeting, he also said to these people that from 
Providence to as far as Barren Lands, 
that's how much land he wanted the people to use. 
He had also said that no White people are to come 
and just help themselves of the land. He says, 
we are not the only ones who went out on this land. 
He says there are a lot of people here who come 
and go all the time. We love this land, he said, 
because we like our way of living and this land 
provided everything that they need. 

Before White men came here, 
they had no system at all and they just lived 
whichever way they liked to live. He's talking about 
Edzo and phan the made Peace Treaty with the Akaitcho. 
This is the big thing that Edzo has done for us. 

He says we should be thankful for saying what we 
had to say and talked to one another as friends. 


They are happy to say what they have to say to you. 
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A. Tailbone 


You are a representative of the government and 
whenever they come out here, they are happy that 
you're here. When you make your reports to your 
big boss, maybe you don't tell them everything that 
we've said but he says, we are still thankful for 
what little that you've said. 

So, maybe after the 
meeting when we're finished here, before you leave, 
maybe you could come into our homes and see how 
we live and see what sort of food we eat. Thank 
you. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank 
Vou, Sil, 

(WITNESS ASIDE) 


AMIN TAILBONE, sworn: 


THE INTERPRETER: He says 
we are glad to see you here today. We rarely see 
many government people out here at a time. When 
you made your way up here to Rae Lakes on a plane, 
as you looked out the window you must have seen all 
the lands and the lakes and when you looked towards 
Great Bear Lake, as ae as your eyes can see, that's 
how far we have travelled with our dog teams. 

Sometimes the weather was 
as low as thirty-five to forty below. Even though 
it's cold they still have to go off in the bush and 
go hunting and trapping and not only do they have 
to carry food for themselves on the sled, they 


also have to carry food for the dogs as well. 
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D. Chocolate 


Our way of living now isn't 


as easy as before, he says. Now if they want to go 


| 
out for cariboo meat they have to go as far as 
five hundred or four hundred miles to get some 
cariboo meat. When we go up hunting, we have to 
work very hard. Sometimes the boats are twenty-two | 
feet long to twenty feet long, he says, and they have 
to carry that across the portage and not only that, 
they also have to carry the gas across too and they 
also have to bring whatever clothing they brought 
and whatever food that they have with them. 

They have to go very far 
out of town if they want some fish or meat or anythin 
Due to the forest fires, there's not very many fur 


bearing animals anymore, he said. Like when they go | 


trapping, they would have to go very far from where 





the winterline is, winter road is and in the winter, | 


anymore. They have to go so far. 

Like everybody else here, 
I don't want to see the pipeline go through. That's 
all I have to say. 

(WITNESS ASIDE) 


DAVID CHOCOLATE, sworn: 


THE INTERPRETER: I am 
happy to see you here and I'd like to say some few 
words that his dad told him before his dad passed 
away. It's been twenty-eight years since his dad 


when they go trapping, there's not very many animals 
died and he will be talking about the time when he 
| 


“e.el/ean« 








as 
aig si 7 


wos dian sialon Re Ho He acme dirs 
owt-yonews ors essod sit seniteno Ltand Yew stiow ; 
vad yond bas’ ayeiven \BMOl 3992 yinewt ot prot gost” 
staii3 Ylno ton bas 2psitoq ota Baoxns tend Ye. oF rs | ; 

YS? Aas oot anorne eng erts vias of sved oels Haas 2 Te. 

sdpoud yer prinsols Ghats hae enti 63 ever oels | 


. o. 


mods djiw evad yernt tert boo? sevessedw ena 

162 YxSv Op oF even YortT 
ifgyns zo tsem xo det? emoe tuew yeds+ Y4 wis to juo 
1ult ynam ¥tev 4om eerteris ,#e1l? taex0}? sd of sya 


we yo? tedw otid .bise ef ,oxomyas aleamias pnizsed 


grow moz? 181 yrav op ot aved hivow yedt \patagsxt ~ | af 
,teto iw sft ai bas ai Ssox x9edmiw .et antixesniw ef vs ua 
rianios yasm yiev ton eetens .priqgert op yes nadw j 8 7 
te? Oa op of even yor .sxomyns 4 | ef 

,o19c eale ybodyreve etid | ey | ia | 
S"som® .dpworld op snifeqrd oft ofe.o¢ Jnaw ¢*aob I pas - 
| /yse of ove Pofis — ;*s | - 
(ROTZA aewr Tw) | eS 
:antows , STALODORY O7VAG fas ; 
fas’ f 
ms P. saaranwrerad ser aS A 





‘wet smo@ (se of exit B'r bas erent nt 998 oF yqoged 
beagsq Beb ein ei10ted mist bfox bab: head tent abrow 
Deb eld-eonia axrpey SHpie-~Yaswi x ad 29 “aie 

od nedw emis ers soods potted 8d’, . 7 


: : 
b> 6 | : a - | 
: 






z« 


D. Chocolate 8264 


was living with his dad as a young boy. | 
When his dad left, it wasn't. 
very easy. He says, now that White men are living | 
here, life isn't so easy as--isn't as hard as pera 
After hearing what these men have said, my dad's | 
predictions have been true. I agree with what the | 
men have said here to you. This land that we're | 
talking about has been good to us and we live on it | 
and we work and play on it. 
When we talk about the cold 
weather, it's true what they have said about the 
cold weather. During winters when it was really 
cold he often went out and worked with his dad in 
the cold winter. It is no lie when we say that we 


do work hard in the winter. When I worked with my 


dad, I often had to go out hunting and sometimes | 


when I went out for wood, it was really cold. All 
the times when we went trapping, we spent about ten 
or sometimes more days without a tent. We had to 
sleep out under the moon and the stars and it was 
really cold at night and they had to keep the fire 
going all night. 

Sometimes when they start 
to make camp and they cook meat, it would be so 
cold that the knife would sometimes get cold and 
whenever they cut the meat, their knife would stop 
and get stuck in the meat. Life was very hard before 
the White man came. After they came, they provided 
some dry goods and food and that and life wasn't 


so hard after that. After this meeting here, they 
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are going to have another meeting regarding a trip 
to the Barren lands. 

When his dad lived during 
this time, when they go trapping, they have to go 
as far as two hundred miles out in the bush to go 
trapping and after they have caught all the furs and 
that, they have to travel back again to put their 
fur into storage. The Bay men used to buy dried 
fish and dried meat off of us. The dry fish and the 
dry meat that they buy off us, they keep it them- 
selves. 

In his father's time, the 
men used to work real hard for so little fur and 
that, that sometimes they travel about two hundred 
miles just by birch bark canoe. During his father's 
time the men used to work real hard for the White 
men. He said even to this day, we still work hard 
for the White men and we don't think second thoughts 


about anything about it at all. 


He says why we are talking 


about this land is because we don't want this pipelin 


He says, we who have talked to you, we are happy to 
have said what was on our minds. He says, this 
winter already they have talked about it. He says 


it's true. He says, we work very hard during the 


winter and when they go on the winter road and some- 


times when they go hunting near the powerline, they 


don't see very many animals. 


The people have said that 


they don't want a pipeline. Even myself, I don't 


a ee 
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P. Drybone 


want a pipeline. We are not the only ones who live 
off this land. There are other people further north 
who live off this land as well. That is why we talk 
about this land all the time. 

The old people, the kids, 


the young men and the young girls and women and old 


men that you see here, we'll all be pleased if this 
pipeline shouldn't go through at all. He says he 
wants to thank you for having listened to him and 
for having seen him and for seeing you. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
Mr. Chocolate. 

(WITNESS ASIDE) 

PAUL DRYBONE, Sworn: | 

| 

THE INTERPRETER: He Says, | 
though they've said it so many times, I have to | 
say it myself. He's happy to see you here. 

Paul Drybone. This land 
we are living on, he says, the reason why we talk 
so much about the land is because we love this land. 
He says, we have grown up here and this provides 
everything that they need, clothing and food. 

It isn't like before 
anymore. Before they used to catch a lot of fish. 
Now, we can't even catch half the fish that we used 
to catch and that also goes for the animals. There's 
not very many animals anymore. 

He says you people all have | - 


freezers and fridges in your homes, he says. US who | 
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| 
live out here, we don't have no such thing, he says. | 
He says now we have a freezer here in our town but | 
it's not doing us any good, even if we go out to see 
our net, we don't catch no fish and they ican't put what 
little fish that they catch in the freezer. 

We love this land. That's 
why we talk about it. We work and play and raise 
our kids here, he said. For the men who have said 
so far how cold that north is, it's true, he said. 
Sometimes it gets so cold that some family that had 
nothing to eat and they have to get an ice chisel 
and try to break through the ice and that isn't easy 
MOC IReOause the ice is very, very thick. 


We may talk about the land 


a lot but it's because we love this land and we 

don't want to see anything happen to it. He says, 
sometimes during the cold weather, even though it's 
really cold, they still have to go out and see their 
net as they have to eat. It's a very hard form of 
living but we still love the way we live. That's 
another reason why we don't want to see this pipeline 
go through. 

Many people will benefit 
from this pipeline but this winter when the trucks 
go on the winter road, they also have to cross the 
lake and when they do go across the lake, sometimes 
they discharge gas and throw away gas on the lake 
and this kills the fish. | 

We are serious when we say 


that we don't want this pipeline to go through. 
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He says we have always wondered when the government 
people would come and listen to them and listen to 
them and talk to them and talk with them, but now 
that you're here, they'd’ Like to take advantage of this 
opportunity to say what they have to say to you. 


That's about all I have to say. Thank you. 


eee ee eS 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 

THE INTERPRETER: What time 
will you be leaving here? 

THE COMMISSIONER: We have 
to leave by about eight o'clock. So, what time is 
it now? Well, maybe we could take a five minute 
break and just stretch our legs and then start 
again. Would that be all right? | 
(PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED, FOR FIVE MINUTES) | 
(PROCEEDINGS RESUMED PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT) | 

THE COMMISSIONER: I think 
we can begin again and I should just say that during 
the adjournment I visited the homes of Joseph Mantla 
and Bruno Mantla and had an opportunity of seeing 
how the people live here in Rae Lakes. Joesph Mantla 
gave me his statement which I've read and which will 
be marked as an exhibit and form a part of the 
permanent record of the Inquiry. 

So, thank you Mr. Mantla 
for showing me your home. I appreciated that. 
: ALPHONSE QUITTE, sworn: 
(MADELINE CHOCOLATE RESUMED AS INTERPRETER) 

THE INTERPRETER: He's glad 


to see you here and he'd like to take this opportuni 
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to talk to you. His name is Alphonse Quitte and | 
he said, you have said a few things about the pipeline, 
and I in turn would like to say a few things about 
the pipeline too. 

During the winter they have | 
a winter road going from Rae to Great Bear. This | 
winter when we go on the winter road we don't come | 
across any animals. When we go onto the winter road 
we have to go far from the winter road to be able 
to get some animals. The winter road is not such 
a big thing as the pipeline. If this pipeline should 
go through, this will also keep away the animals. 

We are all against having 
this pipeline go through. If we were for this 
pipeline we wouldn't be talking so much about the | 
land pipeline. It's because we are against it that 


we are talking so much about the land pipeline. He 


says our kids and their kids will also be living 
off this land. That's why we are talking about this 
land. 

Not only do I feel this 
way. All the young people here, and we all feel 
this way also. I wouldn't have said anything but 
I'm also against it. That's why I'm talking to you 
like this. He says, there are other people here who 
also like to talk too. So, that's all I'm going to 
say. 

You have never seen us 
before, we have never seen you before, so we're 


happy to see you here today. He's happy to see you 
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J. Wetarde 


here, that's why he's saying this much. 
(WITNESS ASIDE) 
(SUBMISSION OF JOSEPH MANTLA MARKED AS EXHIBIT C655) 


JEAN WETARDE, sworn: 


THE INTERPRETER: Jean 
Wetarde. He says, like everybody else here, he's 
happy to see you here in Rae Lakes. What everybody 
has said here is all true. 

All the animals that we 
can find here on the land, we all live off then, 
the same way as everybody. Everybody lives off 
these animals. I feel the same way as everybody 
else feels about this pipeline. This pipeline that 
they talk about it sounds pretty scary he says, like if, 
it should bust or maybe break or something. If it | 
should bust and the gas could leak, it's going to 
go in the lake and kill all the fish. | 

This is true. Not only 
would the fish die, all the animals that live on 
the land would also die as well. These animals 
that are in the bush, it's like they are being kept 
in the freezer for them, for their use whenever they 
want it. He said they would hate to see these 
animals go when the pipeline gets through. 

Thank you for listening 


to what they have to say. He says we are serious 


We would be very happy if our words were taken 


when we say we don't want this pipeline to go through, 
seriously. When we say this about this land, we not | 
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J. Wetarde 
J. Woga 


only say for ourselves but for the animals and all 
the things that grow on this land. 

Why I talk about this 
pipeline is because I don't want to see it go through 
Thank you for having listened to me. That's about 
all I have to say. 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 


you sir. 


JIMMY WOGA, sworn: 


| 
| 
THE COMMISSIONER: Thank | 
THE INTERPRETER: Jimmy 
Woga. He says you are here to listen to us, so I'd | 
like to say a few words. | 
| 
He says, none of our 
Indians, we don't live a very easy life. You can 
tell by looking at the houses and going through | 
town. You know how we live. We don't hold any 
jobs and the only way with which we can live is 
by what we catch from our nets and trapping. 
He says today I am forty- 
nine years old. He says you can't expect me to 
change my way of living and live the White man's 
way of life. These little kids that we see running 
around and playing eee’ we would like to see the 
one day out fishing and hunting and working in the 
bush like we did. 
We live off this land, that's 
why we don't want this pipeline to go through. We | 


have been living here for many years and our way of | 


| 
| 
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life has been the same every year. We don't want it 
because things that we live off, we get from the 
land here. Not only do we love our land, we also 
love the animals that live here on the land. When 
we say that we don't want this pipeline, we are 
serious. 

If this pipeline should be 
built it would be like shutting the door to the 
animals on us. io! What I have said, I have 
always wanted to say and that's all I have to say 
about the pipeline. 

He's happy to see you here 
in Rae Lakes and he's happy he said what he wanted 
to say. 

(WITNESS ASIDE) 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank 
you sir. 


PIERRE MANTLA, Sworn: 


THE INTERPRETER: Pierre 
Mantla. He'd like to say a few words also. He 
says for us who live out here in the bushes, life 
isn't very easy. If we don't check the net out of 
the lake, we won't be able to eat and we can't 
expect others to check the net for us. 

If this pipeline goes 
through--this pipeline shouldn't go through. All 
the women here and the kids and the adults and the 
old people, they are all happy. Life isn't very 


easy out here, especially in the winter. Sometimes 
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you get so cold that when they go out to check the 


net, it gets so cold that their gloves would sort 


| 
of freeze onto their hands. So, they would have 
to remove one hand before they go on with checking 
their net. 

We are all against this 
pipeline. That's why we talk this way. All the 
ladies and men and kids here are happy that you are 
here to listen to them. What we have all said is 
true. That's all I have to say. 

(WITNESS ASIDE) 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank 
you sir. 


BRUNO MANTLA, Sworn: 


THE INTERPRETER: Bruno | 
Mantla. He says he has always wanted to see you and 
he is happy to see you here today. He said this 
government that they talk about, we should be thankful 
for what they have done with all our hearts. 

We should also be thankful 
for you being here and giving an ear. He says, 
they have this freezer here and whenever they catch 
any fish or if they have any meat, they place it in 
the freezer so that whenever they have no meat or 
fish, they take it out of the freezer and take what 
they have in the freezer. 

I'm not young anymore. I'm 
over eighty years old. On your way up, as you came 


in the plane, I am sure you must have looked out the 
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window and seen all the lakes. Before they had this 


winter road, they used to catch a lot of fish, but 


| 
| 
after they started putting in the winter road, they 
started catching less fish every year. Since they 
put up this winter road, we haven't caught as many 
fish as before and we also don't get very many 
animals. 
Time now isn't like it 
used to be. We used to catch a lot of fish and there 
used to be a lot of animals but now that the White 
men have brought in their way of life and also 
bringing the store with them and buying food off 
them, he says there's not so many animals and fish 
anymore. 
Maybe the people who built 
this winter road don't notice it but we who live 


off the land and get our fish from these lakes have 





noticed that there is a decrease in fish. I hope 
the representative of the government takes our 
word seriously. He says, I am short of breath, so 
I won't be able to talk very long. That's all he 
has to say. 

(WITNESS ASIDE) 


LOUIS WEDEWIN, sworn: 


THE INTERPRETER: Louis 


Wedewin. He'd like to say a few words to you. This 
pipeline that they talk about, I myself am against 
it. What everybody else has said before me is true 


and it seems like everybody has said everything that 
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L. Wedewin 
C. Gon 
P. Apple 
he had thought about. That is all he has to say. 
(WITNESS ASIDE) 


CHARLIE GON, sworn: 


THE INTERPRETER: Charlie 
Gon. He says he'd like to say a few words to you 
about the pipeline. I agree with what the elders 
have said against the pipeline. I, myself, don't 
want it. I just want you to know that I'm against 
it. Seeing that the women want to talk and there's 
some kids here that would like to talk, that's all 
I have to say. 

(WITNESS ASIDE) 


PHILIP APPLE, sworn: 


THE INTERPRETER: Philip 
Apple. What the people have said so far about the 
pipeline, I also feel the same way. What they have 
said about the fish and the animals and the land 
is true. We live off this land, what we get from 
this land. 

It's also our blood. 
What they have said about the waters if also true. 
We get our water from down the Take. We drink from 
it and we feed the new babies with it too. I, myself, 
like everybody is against the pipeline. Should 
the pipeline bust, the forest will catch on fire 
and it will be hard to put out. 

Despite what precaution 


they might have with the pipeline, there will still 
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say, | 
- °. (4tENESS asrDs) 
ALBERS WEOEWIN, sworn: 


THE INTERPRETER: Albert 

2 Wedewin. He's happy to see you here today, He. | 
12! seid, myself, tT am single; but the people who have | 
yD @poken before; they are’all married and they all | 
14 have kids and what they have #410 is trte. 
2S] I'm thankful for what they 

' 164 have @aid ae it is true. We live off this land end 
17 | we Gom*t want to see anything happen to it. Sewine 
18] you i@ like having shaken hands with you, What the 
19} people have said about the pipeline is ai) true. | 
25 Their skills, other than | 

| al just living in the bush, should tits pipeline go | 

. e< through, they would have to find some other skilig | 
23 2 make a living and evervbody would be real poor. . 
24} What the people have said about the pipeline is | 
75) true and I, myself, am against this pipeline. 


26 | (WITNESS ASIDE) | 
" SIMMyY. WEDEWIN, sworn: | 

| 

| TRE INTERPRETER: Jicmy | 

What. che people have saic so far about i 
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be trouble with the pipeline all the time. I have 
four small little boys and they too use this land 
also. 

There are also some people 
that would like to speak, so that's all I have to 
say. 

(WITNESS ASIDE) 


ALBERT WEDEWIN, sworn: 


THE INTERPRETER: Albert 
Wedewin. He's happy to see you here today. He 
said, myself, I am single; but the people who have 
spoken before, they are all married and they all 
have kids and what they have said is true. 

I'm thankful for what they 
have said as it is true. We live off this land and 
we don't want to see anything happen to it. Seeing 
you is like having shaken hands with you. What the 
people have said about the pipeline is all true. 

Their skills, other than 
just living in the bush, should this pipeline go 
through, they would have to find some other skills 
to make a living and everybody would be real poor. 
What the people have said about the pipeline is 
true and I, myself, am against this pipeline. 

(WITNESS ASIDE) 


JIMMY WEDEWIN, sworn: 


THE INTERPRETER: Jimmy 


Wedewin. What the people have said so far about the 


| 


| 
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J. Wedewin 

P. Mantla Jr. 

J. Quitte 
pipeline, I also agree. Myself, I don't want the 
pipeline. I just wanted you to know that. That's 
ie i 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 


PIERRE MANTLA JR., Sworn: 


THE INTERPRETER: Pierre 
Mantla. “This pipeline that they are talking about, 
I also believe what they have said and I don't want 
it. That's all I have to say. 

(WITNESS ASIDE) 


JOHN QUITTE, sworn: 


THE INTERPRETER: John 
Quitte. I have heard so much about you and I didn't 
think that I would be seeing you here in Rae Lakes 
and I'm happy to see you here. What the people 
have said so far about the pipeline, I also agree 
with them that I too am against it. 

Life isn't very easy out 
here. We have to go very many miles out in the bush 
before we reach our destination. We go where we 
know there's a lot of fish and a lot of animals. 
Life isn't very easy up here, he says, especially 
in the winter. 

Sometimes when it's really 
cold and windy, we still have to go out with our 
dog team and go off in the bush. Sometimes the 
snow gets really deep to about five or six feet 


deep and we still have to go on with our dog team. 
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| 
| 
We know where we're Heading. | 
We know all the hunting and fishing areas and what 
we want, well we work towards it and make our 
living off of what we can get. Should they build 
it and if it should bust, it's going to be very hard 
on us as we live off the land and off the lakes. 
Like if we should be going 
out hunting one day and find that the lake where we 
go fishing has been spilled with gas or oil, well 
it's going to be very hard on us. We have to work 
very hard to get what we want and what the people 
have said so far about the pipeline is true. I 
myself don't want it. 
Thank you for listening. 
That's all I have to say. 
(WITNESS ASIDE) 


THE INTERPRETER: Message 
to Berger Inquiry from Joseph Mantla. 

People bearing hardships. 
People in the past love and at present have endured 
hardships all seasons long; bearing cold weather, 
hot weather, pests such as mosquitoes, to make a 
living and supporting their family. 

This is the only available 
source of income which provides those shelters, 
food, clothing. I myself have experienced hardships 
from the beginning to this age of thirty years, of | 
which I'm still having hardships. i | 


Supporting a family. 





To support a family is by no means an easy task. | 


| 
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hunt for cariboo you have to wade through five feet 
of snow just trying to have some meat for family. 
In summer it is no exception as the meat has to 
be hauled back on the backs from the barren lands 
to the settlement. 

All this isn't easy. As 
in the past people trying to support families 


sometimes failed or there was no assistance from 


welfare, medical service, pension, family allowance. 


Transportation. The only 
source of transportation was by dog team, man- 
made canoe compared to White man's. It's beyond 
reality of any Indian belief. 

I resided in Rae Lakes 
for the past twenty years and have never spoken to 
any White man as there was any possible chance of 
seeing any. 

| Work and poor. The 
government has numerous times provided people with 
all kinds of benefits and assistance but never kept 
their words. 

Pipelines. People have 
and will object to the building of a pipeline as it 


will help no one but the White people, as it will 


provide them with wealth and us misery with pollution, 


destruction of land and trap lines. 
Hardships. Women, just as 
men have, just as much hardships and it's senseless 


to promote it. The pipeline no doubt will pollute 
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the fish, lakes, landscape. So, I will object to 


building a pipeline. If the people build a pipeline 


in the barren land, they will never see any cariboo 





again as they will block the migration route of the 


cariboo. 


This will also no doubt 


| 


kill the animals which provide us with food, fur and | 


income. 





Forest fires. Numerous 
times there have been fires caused by lightening, 
men which smoke. If the whole pipeline bursts into 
fire, how do you suppose it will benefit the people? 
This objection of pipeline is by no means from an 
individual, but from the whole population of Indians. 


This pipeline will not | 





provide long-term employment for no one but the 


White men themselves. 
From Joseph Mantla, Rae 
Lakes. 
( PETER  ARROWMAKER TRANSLATES ABOVE INTO DOGRIB) 
THE INTERPRETER: Judge 
Berger, did you want to break to eat? 


THE COMMISSIONER: For what? 


i] 


THE INTERPRETER: Do you 
people want to break to eat? 

THE COMMISSIONER: To eat? 

THE INTERPRETER: Yes. 

THE COMMISSIONER: I don't 
think so. I'll tell you what. Why don't we just 


stop for five minutes and have a little discussion 
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1 about how many more want to speak and how long it 
2 will take. We'll just stop for five minutes. 


3 (PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED FOR FIVE MINUTES) 








7 - 
: 5 ~~, < i 
ae - “ . - —_ Ss 
> " To Aen ~~ 7 : 
- = of > & “5 2 
fiat a : ; 
. ’ / 
: ® 7 7 
: - 





ao 


aoe 
Te by — 2] 
wT, 


Cs 
- 


Taal 
7 





Romie Wetarde 
Joe Black 


8282 


(PROCEEDINGS RESUMED PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT. ) 


we can start. Go ahead, 


ROMIE WETARDE, 


THE COMMISSIONER: 


sir. 


Sworn: 


I think 


(MADELINE CHOCOLATE RESUMED AS INTERPRETER. ) 


THE INTERPRETER: 


He is glad 


to see you here and he would like to say a few words to 


you. 


We love this land I will taik 


about. Why we love this land is because it provides 


all that we need and it gives us all that we need to 


give to our kids, and for us to live on. 


we don't want to see this land destroyed. 


That's why 


After we are 


long past away our kids will live in our way of life 


after us. It is because of our kids that we don't want 


this pipeline to go through. 


The future kids will be very 


happy if this pipeline doesn't go through. 


That's the 


reason why we object to having this pipeline go 


through on our lands. 


seeing you for such a long time. 


you here today. That's 


sir. 


We have looked forward to 


all 


THE 


I have to say. 


COMMISSIONER: 


We are happy to see 


Thank you, 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 


JOE BLACK, sworn: 


JOE 


THE 


What the people have said so 


INTERPRETER: 


far about the 


Joe Black. 


pipeline is 
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Joe Black 8283 
Madeline Arrowmaker 


true. As for myself, I don't want to see it go | 
through, as we live off this land and all the animals | 
that we get, well, we live off them. 

I don't want to see the 
pipeline go through on this land. 

We are glad to see you here 
today to listen to us, to hear what we have to say about 
the pipeline. I myself don't want to see this pipe- 
line go through. You are here to listen to us and I 
have said all that I want to say. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you, 
Sar. 

(WITNESS ASIDE) 

MADELINE ARROWMAKER, sworn: 

THE. INTERPRETER: Madeline 


Arrowmaker. We have heard so much about you and have 


always looked forward to seeing you, and we are happy 
to see you here today. 

She says, we were brought up 
very poorly and to this day we are still poor. We 
love this land and we don't want to see anything happen 
EO it. 

If dry meat should spoil on us 
well, we don't like it when it spoils on us, as we have 
to throw it away. 

We don't want this to happen 
to us, we don't want our land to be spoiled. I don't 
want to see anything happen to the animals that we live 


off. And I, myself, don't want to see the pipeline go 
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Madeline Arrowmaker 8284 | 
Judy Gon 


through. 
Why we talk so much about the 
land is because when we go, we want our kids to be able 
to use this land. 
She sees there are other 
people who want to speak. Well, that's all I have to 


Say to you, and thanks for coming. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you | 
very much, ma'am. | 
(WITNESS ASIDE) 

JUDY GON, sworn: 

THE INTERPRETER: Judy Gon. | 
We have looked forward to seeing you for so long. yet 
that I am seeing you here today, she said, I am glad to | 
see you. Now, I will say a few words to you. | 

I have heard what the men | 
said, and I, myself, agree with them, that I don't want 
this pipeline to go through. 

People from out of town here 
have said that we have a lot of meat here, and they 
write to us and say, you know, send us some dry meat. 
And they should look into our warehouse, they would see 
that we have no meat hanging. 

I agree with what the men said 
for if they do put up this pipeline, they will be like | 
killing us all, starving us. I, myself, don't want Phe 
pipeline. That's all I'd like to say. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you, 


ma'am. 
(WITNESS ASIDE) 
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Therese Wedewin 8285 
Elizabeth Wetarde 


THERESE WEDEWIN, sworn: 


THE INTERPRETER: Therese 
Wedewin. When I first came out here with my parents 
in 1963, there were a lot of fish and a lot of caribou, 
and there was plenty to eat. But after they put up 
the winter road, there was less fish, and there wasn't 


SO many meat anymore. 


I, myself, I don't want to see 


this pipeline go through. Even with this winter road, 
there isn't very many fish and caribou. Should this 
pipeline go through, there will be no more fish and 
caribou meat. 
That's all I have to say to 
you. 
(WITNESS ASIDE) 


ELIZABETH WETARDE, sworn: 


THE INTERPRETER: Elizabeth 
Wetarde. What the men have said so far, I agree 
with. And I, for myself, I don't want to see this 
pipeline go through. 

I have very many kids, and 
it's the kids that I am thinking about. That's why I 
don't want to see this pipeline go through. 

| That's all I have to say, and 

I am glad to see you here today. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you, 
ma'am. 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 
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Dora Wedewin 8286 
Madeline Dragon 
Joe Mantla 


DORA WEDEWIN, sworn: 


THE INTERPRETER: Dora 
Wedewin. I agree with what everybody has said about 
the pipeline. I,.myself, I don't want it. That's 


about all I have to say. Thank you very much. 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 


MADELINE DRAGON, sworn: 


THE INTERPRETER: Madeline 
Arrowmaker -- Madeline Dragon, pardon me. 

What they have said so far 
about the pipeline, I, myself, I don't want to see this 
come through. 

That's all she wants to say. 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 


JOE MANTLA, sworn: 


THE INTERPETER: This is 
Joe Mantla. What the people have said so far about 
the pipeline, well, we have talked about it for so long 
and I, myself, I don't want to see it come through. 

And he has written down his 
Speech, and he says he would like to have it back, if 
he may. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Right, | 
okay. Can we do that when the meeting is over? | 

THE INTERPRETER: He would like | 


to say a few words about the pipeline, and also he says 
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Joe Mantla 8287 
Mary Apple 
Marie Quitte 
Bella Zoe 
Since you are here, he'd like to take advantage of 
that opportunity and talk to you. And he doesn't want 
the pipeline. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you, 
Mr. Mantla. 
(WITNESS ASIDE) 


MARY APPLE, sworn: 


THE INTERPRETER: This is 
Mary Apple. What the people have said so far, I also 
agree with them. I, myself, I don't want to see this 


pipeline go through. That is all I have to say. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you. | 


Thank you, ma'am. 
(WITNESS ASIDE) 


MARIE QUITTE, sworn: 


THE INTERPRETER: Marie 
Quitte. What the men have said so far, I also agree 
with them. I don't want to see this land spoiled by 
having the gas pipeline go through here. That's all 
I have to say. 
(WITNESS ASIDE) 


BELLA ZOE, sworn: 


THE INTERPRETER: Bella Zoe. 
I also agree with what the people say. I don't want to 
see the pipeline go through. You see, as we live off 
the caribou and the animals, I don't want to see it at 
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Therese Arrowmaker 8288 
Charlie Chocolate 


THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you; 
thank you, ma'am. 
(WITNESS ASIDE) 


THERESE ARROWMAKER, sworn: 


THE INTERPRETER: This is 
Therese Arrowmaker. What the people have said so far, 
I, myself, agree that I don't want to see this pipeline 
go through. That's all I want to say. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you. 
(WITNESS ASIDE) 
CHARLIE CHOCOLATE, sworn: 
MADELINE CHOCOLATE: This 
is Charlie Chocolate. 
MR. CHOCOLATE: First of all, 
I would like to tell you about -- my name is Charlie 


Chocolate. 


First of all pet would like to 
tell you about the Dene and their way of life in 


Supporting their families. 

The people which they call 
Dene, they work for their livelihood by trapping, 
fishing, hunting, that's the only source of 
trade job: available for them. This is the only source 
of occupation which provides them with shelter, food, 
income, and other essential needs of supporting a 
family. 

This sort of occupation is by 
no means an easy task, as the meat from Barren Lands must 


be hauled on their backs. Wood, as fuel, they wade 
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Charlie Chocolate 8289 


through snow five feet deep. And hunting and trapping 
in the extreme cold weather. 

All these day's work is done 
by the energy of the people, for example, Dene they 
call them, and whereas the White people are assisted by 
machines, technology, in making their life easier in 
supporting their families. 

This land is sort of our 
industry, providing us with shelter, food, income, 
Similar to the industries down South supporting the 
White peoples. To pollute and destruct the land 
would be wrong. The people have the rights to the 
Minerals, wildlife, and to the land. But the pipeline 
will no doubt pollute the land without receiving 
compensation for their loss from the Government, 
financial aid from industry organizations. Where will 
the people turn to for shelter, food, income, and fuel 
for their homes? 

I doubt if the pipeline will 
guarantee long term employment for the Natives, and I 
will oppose and object to the building of the pipeline. 
Thank you. 

(MADELINE CHOCOLATE TRANSLATES ABOVE INTO 


DOGRIB.) 


THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you. 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 
JOE ZOE, sworn: 
(MADELINE CHOCOLATE RESUMED AS INTERPRETER.) 
THE INTERPRETER: This is 


Joe Zoe. What the men have said so far, I also agree 
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Joe Zoe 8290 
Antoine Wetarde 


| 


with them. I, myself, don't want to see this pipeline | 


go through. 





He said, if the pipeline 
busts, all the gas will flow this way, as we are not 
living too far fron the proposed pipeline. Should the 


pipeline break, and all the gas should spill, it will 


go on to the lakes and on to the land. 

The fish will have to eat the 
plants in the water, and the animals will eat the 
weeds and the grass that is on the land, and they will 
get sick. And us, in turn, a8 we kill these animals anc 
eat them, we would also get sick. And the people that 
put up this pipeline wouldn't make us better. 

So, the people who live close 
to the pipeline don't want the pipeline Steals, 


Myself, I don't want to see the pipeline go through. 





That's all I have to say. | 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you. 

(WITNESS ASIDE) 

THE COMMISSIONER: Would you 
ask him if we can have his written statement and keep 
it for the Inquiry. He left just after he spoke, and 
L didn“. ask him for “chat. 

ANTOINE WETARDE, Sworn: 

MR. WETARDE: Many times we 
have said no to the pipeline. 

MADELINE CHOCOLATE: This is 
Antoine Wetarde. 

MR. WETARDE: We love our 


land. The land is our life. And during the winter we 
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CHARLIE WETARDE, sworn: 


13 MR. WETARDE: J am glad that 
14) the Judge is here with us today, 1 just want Gwe say a 
13 few words about the pipeline. | 
16 The people don’t want Je and . 
: 47 I dons want the pipeline cunning ‘through the unahaen 
‘a Valley. That*s all’ wanted to aay. 
we (MADELINE CHOCOLATE ‘TRANSLATES ABOVE “UNTO DOCRIB. | 
"20 | (WETNESS ASTOR) 
| zi | (SUBMISSION OF GHARLIE CHOCOLATR MARKED 
; 22 EXHIBIT C~-656,) 
23 \SURMISS ICN GF ANTOINE WETARDE MAPEED 
. 24 EXHIBIT C-€57.) 
25 » . MAURICE £06, -sworn: 
eo 26 " ‘ nan; MR ZOE: |. Good evening. Mr, 
12 Becyer.. My name is! Maurice tde. I would just) Like! te jis 
a8 talk about the Rae Lakes people and Fort Rae peopie, le 
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have to go out and look for food or go hungry. When | 


families. Many days we are cold during the winter. 


we get the food, we have to bring it back to our 

I would like to say no to the | 
| 
| 


pipeline. If the pipeline is built, even if we say 

no, many hearts will break. So I, myself, don't want | 

the pipeline. That's all I want to say. Thank you. | 
THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you. 





May we keep your written statement, please. 
(MADELINE CHOCOLATE TRANSLATES ABOVE INTO DOGRIB. ) 
(WITNESS ASIDE) 
CHARLIE WETARDE, sworn: 
MR. WETARDE: I am glad that 
the Judge is here with us today. I just want to say a 
few words about the pipeline. 
The people don't want it and 
I don't want the pipeline running through the Mackenzi 
Valley. That's all I wanted to say. 
(MADELINE CHOCOLATE TRANSLATES ABOVE INTO DOGRIB. ) 
(WITNESS ASIDE) 
(SUBMISSION OF CHARLIE CHOCOLATE MARKED 
HEAHIBIT C-6565) 
(SUBMISSION OF ANTOINE WETARDE MARKED 
EXHIBIT C~-657.) 
MAURICE ZOE, sworn: 
MR. ZOE: Good evening, Mr. 
Berger. My name is Maurice Zoe. I would just like ta 


talk about the Rae Lakes people and Fort Rae people. 


The people from Rae Lakes and 


more from Fort Rae, because of the destruction happen- 
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Liza Mantla 


ing to them in Rae, they want to live closer to their 
hunting grounds, and they move to Rae Lakes. 

I think all the White people 
want is all too modern facilities for themselves and 
money. And money is not the object of life for the 
Indian. When he say lots of money, he means -- well, 
when he say, I have lots of money to an old Indian, in 
his mind it means lots of booze. 

And when an Indian say White 
man stink, I believe it, because they smell of gas and 
Oil. When you say pipeline to the Indian, it's like 
Saying to an Indian, flash twice, it's a long way to 
the Indian reservation. 


That is all I have to say. 


Thank you. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you, 


Mr. Zoe. I wonder if you would let us keep your 


written statement, please. 


(MADELINE CHOCOLATE TRANSLATES ABOVE INTO DOGRIB.) 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 
(SUBMISSION OF MAURICE ZOE MARKED EXHIBIT C-658.) 
LIZA MANTLA, sworn: 
(MADELINE CHOCOLATE RESUMED AS INTERPRETER. ) 
THE INTERPRETER: This is 


Liza Mantla. This land)that we are living on, we all 


love it. What the people have said about the pipeline, 


I also agree, as I don't want to see the pipeline go 


through. 


All of us here who have kids 


all love our own kids. I, myself, don't want to see 





| 
| 


yeaa ae . _ 
Ai. .nBibal blo m.02 yontm 20 esol saved phous. 
A RRR EN Nae seneed Yo etol ansont $k Boutin abd 


esidW yse neibat re nnocie pe, a ees te gh 


bis esp 20 lieme yes seveded vt ‘veiled IT yadisea nem 
eAil ete «wnsiBal efit oF exilegqiq yee yoy nodW .tto ; 


os yew pnol s e'ti ,epiwt desl ,asibal as of paiyse 
i aha. 's ) | molssvieaet asibal eds 
9 Vee of eved I ils eb sede 
voy AnesniT 
yoy Ansd? . :ARWOLS2IMMOD HHT 
00x good eu tel blvow soy ti tpsiaow I . got aM 
| .9uselg, ,tnemetsze necttiaw 
-ALAIOG, OTUL SVOEA. BATATRVART ATASODOHD SMIaaGAM) 
($0124 @eauTIw) 
(,8¢d-9 TIGTHXS GAAAAM SOX AZILAVAM FO MOL2etMaueA) 
tmsowe ,AITHMAM ASTI 
( .ADTAAGAATML 24 CAMUAEA BTAIOOOHD AUIIACAM) 
al aint : AMTSAIAA THT SHT | 


[{5 ew ,co pnivil exs sw gsdt+ basl eiAT »6LlinsM ssid © 


anilegiq edt stuods bisa sevsed sigqosq exe teqdWw .cdi evol 

op smilegiq sit see ot tnaw s'nob 1 es. cmpsee oais I 

Vo. (vies io, @tea ie bie QUA -dguonds 
ebid eved ofw sited ay to LIA 


992,03 jmew t'nob ,2leeym ,I. «ebid ‘nwo avo evol- Lis. 











Liza Mantla 8293 


Mary Adele Wetarde 
Mary Wetarde 
George Tailbone 


| 
| 
the pipeline go through as I want to see my kids work | 
and live on this land. That is all I have to say. | 
THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you, 
ma'am. 
(WITNESS ASIDE) 


MARY ADELE WETARDE, sworn: 


THE INTERPRETER: Mary 
Adele Wetarde. We are here to talk about the pipeline 
and I, myself, I don't want to see it go through. 
Everybody doesn't want to see it happen, and I don't 
want to, neither do I. That's all I have to say. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you. 
(WITNESS ASIDE) 


MARY WETARDE, sworn: 


THE INTERPRETER: Mary 
Wetarde. All the adults here tonight have said that 
they don't want to see the pipeline built. I, myself, 
I don't want to see it built. That's all. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you. 
(WITNESS ASIDE) 


GEORGE TAILBONE, sworn: 


THE INTERPRETER: George 
Tailbone. All the adults here have said tonight, I 
also agree with them, as I don't want to see the pipe- 
line built. Should the pipeline break, the oil is 
going to spill on to the lakes and on to the land, and 


all the animals will get sick, and we don't want to see 
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Lucy Black 


Helen Mantla 


Francis Quitte 


that happen. 


All the people have said they 
don't want to see the pipeline built, and I agree with 


them. That's all I have to say. I don't want to 


see the pipeline built. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you. 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 


LUCY BLACK, sworn: 


THE INTERPRETER: 


Lucy 


Black. What the people here have said tonight, I 


also agree, as I don't want to see the pipeline built. 


Should the pipeline break, it will spoil our land and 


the lakes. That's all I have to say. 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 


HELEN MANTLA, sworn: 


THE INTERPRETER: 


Mantla. What the adults here have said, 


Helen 


I also agree 


with them as I don't want to see the pipeline built. 


That's all I have to say. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you. 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 


FRANCIS QUITTE, 

MR. QUITTE: a 
here for the past twelve or fifteen years 
agree with people whatever they say about 
about the pipeline. 

We go hunting on 


fishing on it. We love our land. This 


sworn: 
have lived 
ago, and I 


the land and 
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Frank Arrowmaker 
talk about it. We go all over around the land, Huet, 
fishing. We don't live like the Whites. We live like 
our grandparents used to live. We go hunting for the 
food that we need, and for the money that we've got to 
make, all the furs, that is why we need it. We need 
it more than you. We need the land. That is why we 
don't want the pipeline going through it. 

MADELINE CHOCOLATE: Francis 
Quitte. 

MR. QUITTE: Mean? t* talk 
longer. That's about it, I guess. 

(MADELINE CHOCOLATE TRANSLATES ABOVE INTO DOGRIB.) 
(WITNESS ASIDE) 

JOE WETARDE, sworn: 

(MADELINE CHOCOLATE RESUMED AS INTERPRETER. ) 

THE INTERPRETER: Joe 
Wetarde. Our way of living consists mainly of hunting 
and fishing and trapping. We don't want to see the 
pipeline go through as it will spoil the land. 

I have been going out with my 
dad since I was fourteen years old. It is very cold 
during the winter, but we still yolaut hunting. Some- 
times we get so cold, that your feet get cold and your 


hands get cold, but we still go on. That's all I have 


to say. 
(WITNESS ASIDE) 
FRANK ARROWMAKER, sworn: 
MR. ARROWMAKER: I would 
like to introduce myself. My name is Frank Arrowmaker 


And first of all, I would like 
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Angelique Mantla 
Charlie Tailbone 


to say, about the pipeline is that all the people here 


tonight, they don't want the pipeline to go through our 


land, because we live on this land, we love this land. 
It provides us with food, and all of the games. Like 
in cold weather and winter, we go trapping. Like 
wherever it is good for fish, it is a good place to 
hunt. Even during the cold winter weather, we have to 
go there. 

But if this pipeline goes 
through this Northwest Territory, it is going to spoil 
all the land and the food, like the caribou, there 
won't be any near. So I don't want this pipeline to 
go through. That's all I would like to say. 

(MADELINE CHOCOLATE TRANSLATES ABOVE INTO DOGRIB.) 
(WITNESS ASIDE) 
ANGELIQUE MANTLA, sworn: 
(MADELINE CHOCOLATE RESUMED AS INTERPRETER. ) 

THE INTERPRETER: Angelique 
Mantla. What the Elders here have said tonight, I 
agree with them, as I don't want to see this pipeline 
go through. 

That's all she has to say. 

(WITNESS ASIDE) 


CHARLIE TAILBONE, sworn: 


THE INTERPRETER: Charlie 
Tailbone. What the adults have said, I also agree 


with them, as I don't want to see the pipeline built. 


The proposed pipeline is pretty near my trapline, and I 


don't want to see the pipeline built. 
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John Tailbone 


| 
I have been working in the | 
bush for many years now, and I hate to see the debe tne! 
go through as it will destroy the land, and I won't be 
able to fish and hunt as I used to. That's all I have 
to say. Good-bye. 
(WITNESS ASIDE) 


JOHN TAILBONE, sworn: 





THE INTERPRETER: John 
Tailbone. I also agree that should a pipeline be 
built, it will spoil our land and lakes. And should | 
the pipeline break or bust, the gas will flow on to the 
lakes, and on to the land, and all the animals will ae 
sick from eating the spilled gas, and so would the | 
fish, and as we eat the fish and meat, we'd also get | 
SiCK « | 

Should they build the piel ae! 
a lot of men here will be working on the pipeline, and 
all the money that they make will be going back to the 
White men, to their bars and to their liquor store, and 
to groceries. And not only that, with the pipeline 
being built, the men will start fooling around, and their 
Marriages will break up, and everything. 

Many peoples here haven't 
gone to school, and there may be some that have gone, 
but they didn't go to school for very long, and they 
have no skills at all. The only way of living is live 
in the bush here, hunting, fishing, trapping, and I 


hate to see this pipeline built as it would take away 
their way of living. We won't be able to eat. 
| 
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David Gon ) 
Tony Apple 
won't be able to drink. That's why we don't want this | 
pipeline. I don't want this pipeline, that's why I 
Said so much. 
THE INTERPRETER: That was 
John Tailbone. 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 


DAVID GON, sworn: 


THE INTERPRETER: What the 


people jhave, said here tonighty,. Lialso agree,.jas.\1 





don't want to see this pipeline built myself. I don't | 
want to see the pipeline built. That's all I have to 
Say. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you. 
(WITNESS ASIDE) 


TONY APPLE, Sworn: 


THE INTERPRETER: Tony 
Apple. The adults here don't want to see a pipeline 
built, and I also feel the same way. That's all I 


have to say. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you. 
(WITNESS ASIDE) 
THE COMMISSIONER: I. thank 


that we've heard from the old people and the younger 





people too. If there's anybody else who wants to 
speak before we close the meeting, they certainly may. 


Let me say I think I have a - 
I think you've given me a good idea of where you stand 


on the pipeline, and the issues related to it. 


| 
-| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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MADELINE CHOCOLATE: He would | 


like to say a few words. Philip Zoe. | 
PHILIP ZOE, resumed: | 
THE INTERPRETER: We are 
glad to see you here, and we were expecting you, but 
we just didn't know when you would be coming here, and 
we are very happy to see you. 


And about this pipeline, he 





would like to say some few words about it, I think. 


What we are saying here 


| 
tonight, it is probably being recorded and sent out to | 
your bosses. He said, he would be very happy if what | 
-- all he has to say were written down, and your bosses 
would read every word they have said, and take it 
seriously. | 

Should the Government do as we 
ask, all the men and kids and womens here would be wae 
happy, not only us, but everybody. 

What the people have said : 
about going hunting during the cold cold weather is 
all true. Life isn't very easy especially inthe winter. 
When we go off with our dog teams, we know at the other 
end there wouldn't be a campfire waiting for us, and | 
something to eat. Most of the time we go out hunting 


without nothing for our dogs, with nothing for our 


dogs to eat. It isn't very easy during the winter. 


Sometimes you may see tracks, but they always turn out 
to be old tracks. That's all he has to Say. 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 
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THE COMMISSIONER: Does any- 


body else wish to say anything? Father, would you wish) 


to speak before we close the meeting? 


FATHER AMOUROUS: Just a 


| 


few words. I think I will Say it in Dogrib language --. 


THE COMMISSIONER: By all 


means. 


FATHER AMOUROUS: cc Bocthe 


can all understand. 

FATHER AMOUROUS, sworn: 

(FATHER AMOUROUS GIVES SUBMISSION IN DOGRIB.) 

FATHER AMOUROUS: I have 
been here for the last twenty-five years, I mean in 
the country north of the Great Slave Lake, with the 
people that inhabited this territory right up to the 
Barren Land, Snare Lake and Point Lake, and this way 
towards Bear Lake. 

And I approve, give my 
approval to what I have heard today of the people 
witnessing here in front of you about the way they 


live, because I have been with them when they were 


Still wandering around the bush right up to the Barren 


Land with tents, the family moving here and there, and 


finally establishing in the village here. Just the 


Same at Lac La Martre, moving around the camps. Just 


the same around Yellowknife, with the Dogribs of 
Yellowknife, and right up to the Rae people around 


Snare Lake. 


I have been travelling by dog 


team right up to five years ago, and that was twenty 


/ 
/ 
| 
| 
} 
| 
| 
| 
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years, so I shared their life, and agree completely 
with what they said about their Own type of life, 
Which is pretty hard in this time and age. 

Like, in Rae Lakes, we just 
got power. You are very lucky that you didn't have 
this Inquiry a year before, because we wouldn't have 
had no power. 

So, I say all of that because 
it's a fact that development means, in this country, 
the stop of development by the traditional ways. 


For instance, when development took place with the 





Mining, building of roads, Cat roads, Cat trains, on 
the lakes, about at that time the Caribou stopped 
migrating right through the pre-Cambrian shield and 
Stopped going towards the -- across to the sedimentary : 
grounds, limestone country, like Lac La Martre, and 

all the way down to the other end of Lac La Martre, 

LOS 6. No caribou there for the last twenty years. 

And that was about the time that the uranium mines 

grew up in the country, right on the caribou migrating 
roads. 

And then about that time, boo, 
development of aviation, people moving from one place 
to another more often by airplane, creation of air 
routes, airline -- main airliners flying from 
Yellowknife to Inuvik and so on, it was about that 
time that on an expedition to the Barren Land hunting 
caribou, we couldn't find any caribou that had fallen, but 
found plentiful of moose that had run away from this 


part of the country in between the pre-Cambrian shield 
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and the limestone country, because of the industrial 
activity. And those moose have been pushed back by 
the noise to more isolated part of the country. 

And people here are witness to 
the fact that when the winter road is open, caribou 
don't come across it. And many times, certainly three, 
or four times since the winter road is open to haul 


out to the South the mineralsfrom around Great Bear 


| 
Lake shores, it has spread the caribou pasturing in 
the country in between here and Great Bear Lake, and 
after the operation is going on of that ore, mineral 
ore, hauling outside, then you don't see the caribou 
alongside that road, or very few. 

So, if these people here at 

Rae Lakes have stopped migrating from one place to 


another, but still -- have still built this village, 


this little settlement halfway in between the two 





great lakes, it's because they want to depend as much 
as they can on the land for their living. And more 
development, especially drastic industrial development 
that would endanger these ways of traditional liveli- 
hood is bound to make it hard -- much harder yet for 
them, and how are they going to end it up -- end up, 
although they wish they could still live a life that 
pleases them. Maybe they'll have to stop it and go 
on welfare completely. So, that would be too bad. 
This country is vast country. | 
They cover a huge territory. They travel one place to 
another. They really hustle around to make a living. 


So, they should be helped to keep on doing that as long 
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Chief Arrowmaker 


as they want, and that is one of the reasons why they 
are against the building of the pipeline. And I 
don't blame them for that. That -s* aw: 
THE COMMISSIONER: Thank 
you, Father. 
(WITNESS ASIDE) 
THE COMMISSIONER: Chief, 


do you wish to speak to close the meeting then? 


CHIEF ARROWMAKER, resumed: 
(MADELINE CHOCOLATE RESUMED AS INTERPRETER. ) 


THE INTERPRETER: All the 


people here who have spoken tonight are very happy 


that they have spoken, and said what they had on their 


Minds. And we are happy to have you here tonight, 


and all of us that had wanted to say something have 


all said what they had wanted to say, and what we have 
Said about this land is because we love this land, and 


the people that have spoken have spoken from the bottom 


of their hearts, and they have sworn to the Bible, 
what they would say, what they -- nothing but the 
truth, and they are happy that they have spoken their 
mind today. They are even more happy that the 
Government should receive the reports of what we have 
said here tonight, and we would also be very happy if 
this pipeline wasn't built. 

When the White people want 
to do something, it isn't very difficult for them to 


do, to build this pipeline. They have other ways of 


transporting oil. If they want to transport oil, they 


should maybe build a train and have it transported by 
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| 
| train, or if not by train, have it hauled by plane. 
2 | This pipeline, we people are 
| 
| 
| all against it. What we have said here tonight is not 
4 | | 


only for ourselves, but also for our kids as well. 


After we leave, our kids willlive in our way of live, 











6 | and this pipeline, should it be built, will take away 
iy Our way of life from then. 
a Our means of living is very 
| hard, and it is not easy. If we want to feed our wife, 
hy we will have to go very very far in the bush to be 
11 able to get something for our wife to eat. 
12] And not only that, just 
13 | recently, we were talking about going out hunting to 
14 the Barren Lands. Going to the Barren Lands isn't 
15 | SASV Work ). its .1LS very hard eae and they would have 
16 | to work very hard. 
17 | We are happy to have you here 
18 | tonight and listen to what we had to Say. You heard 
19 What the kids have said tonight, and the womens, and 
20 the adults, and the mens here tonight. You know that 
21 they are all against the pipeline as it will affect 
| their lives, their way of life. And they all know the 
23 | history of Murphy and Edzo. 
24 | Due to the speech -- due to 


what Edzo had said, we are very thankful to say that it 
was because of him that the people here are living in 
peace, and maybe peace will lie in Edzo's time. Life 
wasn't very easy as they had no axe, nor no knife, or 


no matches with which to make fire,-and they had to’ -~ 





to go on the lake they would have to use the birch bark 
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canoe, and when they wanted to make fire, they had to 
rub stone, and that was their only way of life. 

During his time, they also had 
no matches, and they also had no White man made things 
with which to work with, and no White man made food, or 
anything at all, and during that time, when they wanted 
to boil meat or something, what they would do is heat a 
stone and put into a birch bark sort of a pot like, 
and they would put the stone there, and they would boil 
the meat that way. And to them it was like eating 
candies, he said. 

And during Edzo‘s times they also 
had no rope with which to go fishing, so what they used 
during Edzo's times,was they used roots. They would 
then make strings, and at the end they would put a 


little bone hook, and then they would go fishing. 


That was their main way of fishing. 

That's about all he has to say. 
And should you make your report, well, I guess your 
boss will be seeing it, and find some words to talk 
about this. | 

That's all he'll have to say. 

Should you make up this report 
and present it to your Government people, they should 
read it over carefully and take it seriously, all the 
people here would be very happy, all the kids, and the 
adults, and womens, and not only us, but everybody wares 
be happy. | 
All the people have said what | 


they wanted to say to you, the men, and the womens, and 
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the kids, and boys and girls, and we are happy to say 
that that was what we wanted to say to you. Thank you. 
(WITNESS ASIDE) 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, 
Ladies and Gentlemen, I just want to thank all of you, 
who live here in Rae Lakes, who spoke to the Inquiry 
today, because it helps me to understand how you feel 
about the pipeline, and why you feel the way you do. 

We will be holding hearings in 
Yellowknife until the end of September, and after that 
I will be writing my report for the Government, and 
then it will be laid before Parliament, and you will 
hear about it then. 

Let me say that all of us 
enjoyed being able to come here to Rae Lakes to see | 
your village, and I was happy that Mr. Joe Mantla and | 
Mr. Bruno Mantla took me to see their homes this | 
afternoon, because that helps me to understand the way 
you live. And all of us were happy to have seen your 
village and to have had the opportunity of listening 
to you today. 

The Inquiry stands adjourned 
until we re-convene in Yellowknife on Monday at 11:00 
A.M. Thank you very much 

(MADELINE CHOCOLATE TRANSLATES ABOVE INTO DOGRIB.) 


(PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED. ) 
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MACKENZIE VALLEY PIPELINE INQUIRY Publication: 


IN THE MATTER OF APPLICATIONS BY EACH OF 

(a) CANADIAN ARCTIC GAS PIPELINE LIMITED FOR A 
RIGHT-OF-WAY THAT MIGHT BE GRANTED ACROSS 
CROWN LANDS WITHIN THE YUKON TERRITORY AND 
THE NORTHWEST TERRITORIES, and 

(b) FOOTHILLS PIPE LINES LTD. FOR A RIGHT-OF-WAY 
WITHIN THE NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 

FOR THE PURPOSE OF A PROPOSED MACKENZIE VALLEY PIPELINE 


and 
IN THE MATTER OF THE SOCIAL, ENVIRONMENTAL AND 


ECONOMIC IMPACT REGIONALLY OF THE CONSTRUCTION 
OPERATION AND SUBSEQUENT ABANDONMENT OF THE ABOVE 


PROPOSED PIPELINE 


(Before the Honourable Mr. Justice Berger, Commissioner 


Colville Lake,N.W.T. 
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Colville Lake, N.W.T. 
August 21, 1976 
(PROCEEDINGS RESUMED PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT) 
(MARY WILSON RESUMED AS INTERPRETER) 


THE COMMISSIONER: Well, ladies 





and gentlemen, I will call our hearing to order today. 

I am Judge Berger and I 
am here because the oil and gas industry wants to build | 
a pipeline to bring natural gas from the Arctic to | 
southern markets, 

I am holding hearings in 
every village and settlement in the Mackenzie Valley, | 
the Mackenzie Delta and the Beaufort Basin, This is 
the 34th settlement or village that I have visited. Now 
I won't decide, it is not up to me to decide whether 
a pipeline should be built, That's up to the Government 
of Canada but the Government of Canada before they 
decide what to do, want me to tell them what you jthink | 
about it and that's why I am here to see what you 
think about it, 


Now if this pipeline were 


| 

| 
built in the Mackenzie Valley it would take three years 
to build and 6,000 men would be needed to build it and 
there would be jobs for all people in the north who 
wanted to work on the pipeline. We have been told that 
there would be increased oil and gas exploration 
activity throughout the Mackenzie Valley. 

Now, I am not just 

examining what would happen if a gas pipeline were | 


built. I have to examine what would happen if an oil 


pipeline were built after a gas pipeline. So I want to | 
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know what you think about these things and in order for 
me to understand what the impact would be, if a gas 


pipeline were built and then an oil pipeline, I have 


to know how you live here and what your own concerns 
are, what your own hopes are and your own fears, 


Now, there are two 





companies that want to build this pipeline -- one is 
Arctic Gas, the other is Foothills. Mr. Blair, who is 
the president of Foothills is here today and Mr. Carter 
who is a representative of Arctic Gas is here for that 
company. I invited them here so they could listen to 
what you had to say but later on if you want to ask 
them any questions or if they wish to say something | 


themselves, we'll call upon them, So now I am ready 





to listen to what you have to say. 
HYACINTHE €8SZON, Sworn: 
THE INTERPRETER: He said this | 
is our land, he said, what we call our land, he said, 
where we live, where we live and where we make our 


iiving, 


| 

| 

| 
He says this about the 
pipeline, he said the people around here are very 
concerned about that and he said it is a very serious | 
thing to think about because he said we can't think of 
all that's going to happen to our country if anything 


like that would get started. So he said maybe after 


{ ; 
the land claim settlement, he said, we might think about 
it but before the land claim settlement, he said, we 
don't know, 


| 
If anything, a bia project 
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Ie +CuZson 


like that getsstarted in the north especially around 


the little places like here and the other settlements, 


he said what is the impact going to do to the people 


because he said we are just simple people, that we make 
our life just the simple way and he said something tha 
gets started and all the people coming in and all that 


he says, what's it going to do to us? He say, we will 


be so confused, he said, we wouldn't know what to do. 
He said especially around here, he said, we make our 
living by hunting for our meat, fish on the lakes and 
trap. He said that's how we make our living around 
here. He said we depend for everything. He says we 
depend on the land. 

To make us say we want 


the pipeline, he says, that would be impossible. He 


said, I just can't think of what's going to happen. He 


said it will be hard for me to say it is okay to put 


the pipeline through. 


He says that's what he as a 


wants to say but maybe there will be more people that 
want to come up and say something, He says that will 
be all he has to say, 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
“very much, Chief. 

(WITNESS ASIDE) 

ISADORE CUZON, Sworn: 

THE INTERPRETER:' He says 
this is the land that we make our living on, he says. 
He says this land is not for us to make money out of 


like to dig for oil and to dig for gold or stuff like 
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bb, \Curzon 


that on it, he said, Yet, we live on it to make our 
living the simple way, to fish on it, to hunt on it 

and to trap on it and just live off the land. MThat's 
what we think this land is that, he said, but not to 
make money from it and he said, we think too much of 
our country to have, to get it disturbed with a pipeline 
if it has to go through, | 


Even before the white 





people came he said, we made our living off this land. 
He said, we were all brought up from what was~~from 
the land our parents hunted and fished and that's how 
we were brought up. So he said this land fed us all 
the time, even before the white people ever came to 
the north. To us, he said, it's just like a mother that 


brought her children up, He said that's how we feel 





about this country. He said, it is just like a mother 


to us. He said that's how.serious it is that 





we think about the land ardund here, So he says when 
they talk about the pipeline that the companies want to 
put through, he said we just think of the land, what's 
going to happen to our country and our land that we 
live on the way we want to live on, So he said we're 
simple people. He said we make our life the simple 
way so he said the land means-more to us than any money, 
I guess maybe the freedom he is talking about, So he 
said I don't know, he said, I. don"t think I'll ever 
agree to what the white man wants to do,‘ he says, 
putting ja pipeline through our country, 

He says even when the 


first treaty was signed, he said, the people were 
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L. Cuzon 
P., Blancho 
kind of suspicious, he said, because they didn't know 
what it was all about but he said the government made 
them believe that he was going to look after them just 
like his own children. He'll defend them if anything 
was going to come around to disturb them and things 
like that. He says that's the way they believed it. 
He said that's when the first treaty was signed. 
. He says we put all our trust 
in the government when the first treaty was signed 
and he said I'm the oldest, almost the oldest here. 
He says I believe that and he says I still believe 
it. I still -- I'm still trusting the government that 
he will still keep his word and see that the people 
in the north and the Indian people are protected from 


things that will hurt them the way, especially the 


way they are making their living. He said to me he 


said I can't see it. I can't see the same government that 


said at the treaty time that he was going to protect u 


and see that we were protected against things like that, 


will let something like that happen to us -- to allow 
something as big as the pipeline to go through and 
disturb us and the country that we make our living 
out-of; .-He-said.thatis«alls 
(WITNESS ASIDE) 
PIERRE BLANCHO, sworn: 


THE INTERPRETER: He Says eve 
t 


now, he said before anything like a pipeline is started, 


he said, all these explorations being going on, he say 


the roads being cut through all over in the country, he said. 


THE INTERPRETER: Yes, he sai 


THE COMMISSIONER: Seismic ae 
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even that, he said, you can see the difference in the 
wildlife, he said it is not the same because it has 
been disturbed. He says you can see, There's hardly 
any rabbits anymore. There used to be all kinds of 
ptarmigans around here, He says he hardly sees any 
of that either, he says, 


He says even when he 


| 
| 
| 
| 
: | 
traps he said the fur that he catches, he said, sometime 
he said, it is not - it doesn't look very healthy, he 
said. So he said maybe it is on account of all the 
exploration that has been going on, had something to do 
with re. 

He said iff ‘just ‘the | 
seismic trails can cause trouble like that, he said, a 
think, he said what will Hdppennté the pipeline goes | 
through. He is talking about the time when the first 


treaty was signed too, He said the people didn't know 
ine’ tae all about and they ‘didntt trust the government, | 
I guess, they thought maybe he was trying to con them 
into something there but -- like the other fellow he 
said they made promises to them that they were going 
to be looked after and all that he said because only 
after that the treaty was signed, 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
very much, sir, 

(WITNESS sah 


ALPHONSE CODZI, sworn: 





THE INTERPRETER: He said after 


I was five years old, he said that was the first time 


he said, the white man came around but he said our 
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had 
parents were bringing us uw just the same, He said we/never 





seen any clothes, white man's clothes or anything like 
that. He said our mothers made our clothes for us out 
of hides and furs and he said ,why should we give up our 
land and turn to the way of a white man, he said? 

He said it is no use 
asking us to give up what we have and ask us to let them 
do what they want on our land with the pipeline. He 
said, you can talk and talk about it but he said we will 
never give our conscience to that, 

He said; we might 
have been poor while we were being brought up on the 
land before the white man showed up. Still, he said Ae 
love this land too much to give it up and get all torn 


up for the sake of the pipeline until somebody else's | 





dream comes true, | 
We have been making our | 
living out of trapping, hunting and fishing, he said, 
ever since I was young, He said, I have been doing it 
all my life and now he ta ope young peoples turn to 
do it -- he says they are doing the same thing, 
They are going to go out and trap and hunt, He says 
sometimes it is so cold, yet that's the way we have been 
always making our living so he says we are still carrying 
on. He said we like the way we are. He said we like 
to go out and trap and hunt like that. That's why he 
says, we talk strongly about our land. , 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
very much sir, 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 
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JOE CODZI, sworn: 

THE INTERPRETER: He says I 
have my nets on the lake here and he says I take my 
little hunting canoe and he says I go paddling and visit 
my nets and he said if I am going to move to my «rapping 
area, he said I will put packs on my dogs with my 
belongings and he said I will move to my trapping area, 

That's the way I like 


it and he said I want to carry on the way I am doing 


’ things just the simple way. He said because I like that 


kind of life, he said, He says I hear about the pipeline, 


he says I hear people talk about it and he said I don't 
like it. So, he said I'm against it too because he says 
I don't like what I hear about what it could do to us, 
He says I like the simple way of doing things, he Says. 
I have my freedom, he says, I go hunting when I want 
to go to hunt and ifish and trap. So he says I like it 
that way. That's why, he says, I don't like what they 
say about the pipeline, 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you, 
sir. Thank you very much, 

(WITNESS ASIDE) 

ELIZABETH BLANCHO, sworn: 

THE INTERPRETER: She says 
my grandmother broughtme yp, she-said and my grandmother 
dressedme in the rabbit skin. She make clothes for me 
out of the rabbit fur and she says that is how my 
grandmother brought me up. She says my grandmother 
brought me up so she said I was brought up in the bush, 


She said sure we had a lot of hard times but she said 
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we had our freedom too and now, even now, she Says, 
just by the exploration, she says all the seismic trails 
and all that, she says it is bad enough, She says why 
should we have the pipeline? That will make things worse 
than it is now, 
By listening to them talk 
about the pipeline she says we are against it. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
ma'am. Thank you very much, 
(WITNESS ASIDE) 
LOUIS OUDZI, sworn: 
THE INTERPRETER: He Says, 
all of us here in Colville Lake, he said we have just 
one mind, he says all of us. He says we are all against 
the pipeline. He said we think G0 much of the land we 
are living on, he said. We were brought up here the way 
we are making our living now, He says that's the way 
we have been making our viving when we were kids, 
He said my father died 


when I was quite young, he said, I don't remember my 


father but he said my mother brought me up alone, He said 


we were poor. He said my mother used to visit around 
and she said people would give her something and she 
said that's how he said his mother brought him up until 
he was able to start hunting and trapping on his own, 

He said when I was a kid 
he said with only my mother supporting me, a: said, sure 
| we had hard times because in those days, he said, 


there was no food, no rations to be given out and clothes 


like that. So we were, my mother and I, he said, we were 
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very poor but he said after the treaty was signed and then | 


later the R.C.M.P. came and then they used to give out 
rations to the old people and my mother used to get her 
share. Then, he said,it wasn't too bad for her. Sure 

he said the government has been helping us ever since but 
he said why should we give up our land now to the 


government. He said I can't see it. He said maybe just 


let them do what they want with our land and take it away 


from us but it is hard for us to say to go ahead and do 
what you want on it. He said we can't, He says that's 
a, 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
Sir. Thank you. 

(WITNESS ASIDE) 

THE COMMISSIONER: Maybe Mrs, 
Wilson before each Berean begins, you could give us their 
names. I know you are giving them to the secretary but 
maybe you could say it out loud for the benefit of the 
rest of us, 

MRS, WILSON:- Okay. 


VERONTOUE CUZON, sworn: 
THR INTERPRETER: That's 


| Veronique Cuzon,. She says our parents brought us up 
a 
| around here in Colville Lake and she says it is just/’few 


of us families here that have always been here and our 


! 
fathers, our parents have always been here. She says 


we think too much of this part of the country to have it 
disturbed by the pipeline if it goes through. She says 


that our fathers make their living here and now they are 





| because they think that they gave us so much that maybe wewill 
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| 
+ gone so now we are making our living here the way we 


2 


} 
i 








like it and we want to see that our grandchildren, our 


children's children live the way they want to around here, 


if they want to. She says that's why we're against 
the pipeline because we know what it will do to the land, 

She says we try to bring 
up our children the way we were brought up and she says 
we wate to see them happy making their own life around 
here if they want to. She says that*s why it is kind of 
hard for us to think ‘that if the pipeline ever goes 
through and gets everybody all confused and disturbed. 
She says I hate to think of what's going to Hepeirieen my 
children's children if something like that happens, She 
says that's why myself, she said, I don't think we need 
the pipeline, 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 

ma'am, 

(WITNESS ASIDE) 


THERESE CODZI, sworn: 





THE INTERPRETER: She says 


ever since I heard about what might happen around here 


on account of the pipeline, she says, I'm pretty disturbed 


and she says that every night before I go to bed, she 
says when I think of that, she said I say prayers that 


nothing like that will happen around here. 








| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Maybe it won't be too long 


for us to make use of the land, she said, but we have 
children. We have boys that are hunting and trapping 


now and they are still making their living off the land 


around here. She said that's why we want to keep it this 
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Lae My father made his living around here all his life, 


¢'iShe said this land means more to me than anything and she 


| 


3 


the way it is. 
said I hate to see it disturbed. She said maybe we are not 
| 


I ete from this land around: here bit it still means a lot 


to us because we were brought up here ever since we were 





‘kids and our parents made their living here all their 


lives and now they are gone. She says we are doing the 





|same and we want our children to carry on. She said that's 


iwhy we don't want anything like that to happen around here, 





around us, she said, 








She says even just by the 


12 | 


|seismic trails around here, she said, you can see there 


Q3 





Je a difference in the wildlife, She says we don't have 


14 \ 4 warehouse along side of us to go open the door and pick 


15 Iwhat we need for food, She said we go out in the bush 


! 
| 


16| 








and hunt for our food, she said. We depend on that, Even 


ty just the exploration did -- the damage it did to the land | 


18 already. Wildlife is not the same, So what is it going 


19 |lto be like after they start the pipeline? 


an | THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
at ma'am, Thank you, 

(WITNESS ASIDE) 
VERONIQUE PASCAL, sworn: 

oat THE INTERPRETER: This is 
25 | 


|Veronique Pascal. These people that came up to talk, she 


lsays, they are just youngsters compared to me, she says, 
i 


| 
lee the oldtimer of Colville Lake here. She said I lived 


' 


jhere long, she said, and she said I hate to see Colville 


i 
"9 Lake get all mixed up on account of the pipeline, She 


ho 





30 | 
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V. Pascal 
Ms CODZI 


said well, she said, I can't think, She said that's 
the most important thing to me, That's what I said, she 
said. 2 think of this land too muctywest dontr)want it 
to be disturbed. She said that’s everything to me so 


I said everything, 





THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you | 


 matam, We'll hear’ from some more of the youngsters now. 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 


MARIE CODZI , sworn: 





THE INTERPRETER; This is 
Marie Oudzi, She says all of us sitting here that got 
up to talk and some that didn't yet, she said, we all 
around : . 
come from/here, We were all born around here in Colville 
Lake. She says our fathers made their living around here 


and .our grandfathers too, And some of them are even 


buried around the lakes here and there, she says, They 


are scattered -- their graves are scattered around this 
lake so she said you can see that we have always made our 
living around here on this land, She said, why don't 
they leave things the way they are? Why do they have to 
come around and want to disturb us? 

If they want to go ahead | 
with the pipeline, she said, we might be all dead, she saijd, 
because we will all be so confused, she said, we won't 
know what to do because she said we always lived the way 
we are right now, she said, from the time we were kids 


i 


until today, she said. 


She said maybe we won't 
benefit so much, that much from the pipeline itself, Why 


should we suffer on account of it being built on our land? 
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A. Orlias 
D. Tobac 


THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
ma‘am, 
(WITNESS ASIDE) 
ALFRED ORLIAS, sworn: 
THE INTERPRETER: This is 
Alfred Orlias. 


THE WITNESS: I can talk for 


myself. I don't want no pipeline go through this, I was 


born in Colville Lake here in this town here and I know 
I have been travelling around lots of places and you 
always break your promises, Like we get the new houses, 


with 
‘a new 


The old houses you tear down and then replace 
house, new rented houses. We have to pay for it, That 
you always make a promise but in the future you still 
Sy Bikes Now, you say, you ae promises but in the 
future / or ddri* orthink cso. I don't want the pipeline 

to go through but right now what I'm saying. 


Maybe in the future I know it is going to come true. I 


know because we are natives and we can't stop you guys ~~ 


you white guys. I'ma native myself and I know, no matter what 


we say,in the future, I know you are gGing to put the 


pipeline through, through the Mackenzie Valley and that's 


EUG; 


THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you, 
sir. Thank you very much, 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 
t 


@) TOBAC, sworn: 


THE INTERPRETER: This is Dora 


Tobac,. 
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D. Tobac 


THE WITNESS: Mr. Berger, 
from hearing or listening to the Inquiry, I find the 
majority of the natives or all of the native people 
against the pipeline. Unless there was some people for 
it, well, then I didn't hear it, Native people are 
concerned about the land, the vast beautiful land, they 
hate to see being destroyed, The land they make such 
good use of will be destroyed or damaged on account of 
the white southern people and the greed of the oil 
companies who can't see anything but money or dollar 
signs. 

It is the people of the 
south that sit at their desk 8 hours a day dictating to 
their secretaries because they couldn't even lift a 

| finger to write. Eating fericy meals and free 
travelling all on the poor tax people's money and wasting 
energy that our -~ it is people like them that are, 
throwing the peoples of the dodant hs to the lions,as they 
say. What will they do after the land has been taken 
from -- what will they do after they taken all from the 
north? Will they help clean up the mess? 

A remark made by what's- 
his-name in Calgary, the mayor, what's his name -- Rod 
Sicks or Sykes--- say the native people do a lot of 
talking and not work. Well, if he is so smart, I would 
like him come to the north especially to Colville Lake, 

; 
raise dogs for a dogteam, pitch up a tent and go for wood 


everyday and chop a hole through the ice in 60 below 


| weather and set a net and visit it everyday to feed his 


set 
dogs and himself, plus’traps and visit it at least once 
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“| like to see him do it before he makes such smart remarks, 
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D. Tobac 


| 
| a week for money. Well, I doubt if he can do it but I | 


{| 
' 
/ 


| Tf he thinks sitting behind a desk is work, let him come 


| to Colville Lake and do some physical work for a living or 


| anyone else that wants to be smart-alecky, 


You GO CO a 10 CA2ty, 


| Calgary, Vancouver or wherever and you find in the 
} 





i 
' 





evenings a whole office building, 14 or 10 storeys high | 
| 


Js 


| 
[all lit up with lights. What for? If they are that 
| 


concerned about their oil getting short, why don't they 








git using what they have properly? It is not our fault 
| 


|they are losing their oil and gas, Why pick on us? We 


Mei. benefit much from it so why’let soméhddy.else benefit from |i 


| 


nie” Mr, Berger, 





since you have started your Inquiry, I have heard 


| 
| nothing but protests from the native people of the north, | 
\} ’ 
: 
| 


I wonder if the Federal Government will listen although 





you have. For all I know, ans could be a lot of waste 

of time and money, Only to find the government already 

has made their decision for the pipeline to go through. 
Maybe this is just 


| something for them to put down in their record because 


{| 
| we know their greed for money is too great, 


| When you were in Inuvik 


| for a hearing in January, I attended one, I have been 


| 
| small town contractor wanting development of the north and 


{ 


| hearing the rest of them on the radio, etc, There was a 


‘he was being rather critical of the native people that 


_ were against the pipeline, Well, if he wants development 


30 


—_————; so bad, why don't he move back to Nonthern Alberta or 


va) 


ah Pas | Oe: 
mY ie { <o vi 
ae my ree ‘ re a 
ee waa Te 


festie ie sts vie ae iy 
4. : 





it .ysio pid: B oe Op: BOY, Pie h wee “ae tri on Be ora 
pag at Bakr noy bas sevexsdw x0 xavuoonsv «yxspted | 
fete eyetose OL mo. $1 ,pathiiod solitio slodw s epdinove | i 
iqdd.exs yeds 22 t208 dedW\.etdpel dthw qu ttf anal 
ads $fao8 Ydw ,gxode emtaton Lio xterlt guods bomxesaes | °° 
Bt wo ton ef 32 Tylteqora oved yous tadw patey susie | 
1 Sau no. Ao bg sett seep bas Lio riedd paisol sits yeds | es 


ditered exleybotenne. safle o2 th moxi dover ti tened 2106 | et | 


ae) Peer | oe nS: 
tig SRR OS, pees! sesame, Neu sail clihee LAG Oe ee. ie 


od evel I ,yxiupal awoy betsste eved voy. sonte ....° | 
| I ot 


xon ent to elqoeq svidsn edt mor? eseagorg tud pnidton 


(pvodsis nesetl [Liw gnomerayed Isabel edt 2 \xebmow I 1 Se 


steew to gol s ed blyom atds, .wond © lis, x0l  .evsd Loy toa 


beetle taymaxevop aft bad oF ylno ,yoaom has ‘emis Zo | ef 


{ 
dguozdt op. 09 entlegiq edd tot noieioeb: rhed> obsm) est | o* 


_ | as 
eaueced Hropes ried? al awob juq oF medit x0lt paiddsmoa ‘hin 


stp91p oof, 2 veaom 202%. beerzp sisdsd) word, sw a 


taut af vids edysM ae . 


fivunl al exew voy sasdW. PRS 


need eved I ,eno bsbastts I ,yisuast atepoat+sed 6 rz0t ‘mel 
osw oxedT. ,ot9 .otbst etd ao medt 2o tox odd paixsed | * 
Aston grid, Se tnemgoleysh paitusw) tospsxtno> swot Lisme - 
tsit elgosq avissn sdt lo Isottizo zedjaz paied esw ed is 
smqoteyel atnaw ol Sisgtteihe ind Leake adie pamela 


co) sdisdiA aiedt20M OF teed avon od t*nHob ydw ,5sd ce Ves ST 














83235 


D. Tobac 


wherever he came from and develop land around there. He 


has no right coming to the north and start crying for 
development just to fill his own greedy needs and being 
critical about it. There is no need for that. 

There was a trapper that 
presented a question to Arctic Gas at the same time in 
January in Inuvik. He wanted to know whether the trappers | 
will be compensated, should their traps or trapping area 
be damaged, The guy, whatever his name, from Arctic Gas, 


replied that they would be compensated, Well, I wonder 





just how true this will be, I doubt if he can give money 
just on word only, He will want proof and it will take 
weeks, months and eventually be forgotten and the poor 


trapper will be left unpaid probably because he didn't 





have enough proof, 

Mr. Berger, I know that 
what the Federal Government wants, they get and if it isa 
pipeline they want, well, they have it no matter what the 
peoples of the north may say. It is too bad because they 
should be thinking about the peoples of the north more 
than money. But if they put it through, I wish they had 


a different route other than the Mackenzie route but I | 





have no suggestions, I hope whatever decision is made - 
I hope it is for the northern people as well. Maybe the 
pipeline will not disturb Colville Lake but if the local 
boys started working for the oil company they will be | 
getting a lot of money and after the pipeline is finished | 
with, how many will hesitate to come back to Colville Lake | 


and start trapping and setting up their nets again for 


money? 
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I think it would really 
spoil their way of living and I think they would be 
unsatisfied with just trapping. 

Will the oil companies and 
the Federal Government help them then after the pipeline 


is over with? Will they keep them in jobs for the rest 


of their lives and pay them money and not just $4,00 an 
hour? No, I doubt that. I doubt if they would even 

try to keep them with jobs after the pipeline is over 
with, Mr. Berger. I think they will be complaining about 
the native people of the north out of jobs or refusing 

to work because the pay is not as much as what they used 
to get for the pipeline. 

I think there will be a 
lot of complaints about them then but Mr. Berger, we all | 
know that the Federal Government as I said before, if | 
they want a pipeline foun and if the oil companies ae 
a pipeline because they have a lot of money, if they 
want a pipeline, well, I guess they will have a pipeline, 
But I feel sorry to see the native people and our 
children in the future-- livesbeing changed on account of 
the greed of the oil companies and the Federal Government 

Mr, Berger, I don't have 
anything else to say but this is what I wanted to tell 


you and I'm glad to meet you and everybody else, Thank 


you, 
{ 


THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 


| 
very much. | 
(WITNESS ASIDE) 
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THE COMMISSIONER: Miss 

Tobac, would you let us have the written statement that | 

you have prepared and we will keep it for our records ne 

make a copy and send it back to you if you would let 
us have it. That would be helpful to us. 

(STATEMENT OF DORA TOBAC, MARKED AS EXHIBIT C659) | 

THE COMMISSIONER: We'll just 


stop for two minutes. 


(PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED) 
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(PROCEEDINGS RESUMED PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT) 
THE COMMISSIONER: Okay, well 


ladies and gentlemen, let's come inside again. 


Okay, we'll begin again and Mrs. Wilson will 


translate what Miss Tobac said. | 


- DOLPHUS SHEA, Resumed : 





Ti WITNESS: My name is Dalphus 
Shea and I've made my statement over in Fort Franklin 
and during that statement I said I was going to come 
back here and say a few more words. What I said about 
education was just what happened during the 50 years, 
the 1950's to 40's and how you see these people are the 
way they want to live. There's no way that anything 
can change them. These pipeline things have been 
J°ing on for quite a time and I see that Mr. Blair's | 


in the crowd. 


What the people want was a land 
settlement before any major development such as 
pipeline and things like that that will destroy our 
land and which would be a very poor hunting ground 
afterwards. 

The people around here don't 
live by money, they live by the land alone. The land 
is the one that feeds them, it's not money or gas 


or Oil or anything like that. If they want to burn 


you seen yesterday, that the people still use dogs 


t 
something they burn wood all winter, 60 below. As 
to go and get their wood. | 

| 


Our forefathers have come from this 


aS 7 iu ; : 
sie. ia . iy 
ne. _ fh 7 ae re 


Mi 


: 7 : ce iF) 
i a y 
a 





ren sss ee ON Poy Sehr cagit 28 ae : ta 
auriqied si sma YM ‘eee ee on hace 

bhinsxt $107 mh t9vo tnemosede' yin bs ov"T Bnaised2 je 

poo OF pniop eew I bkae I Jasmossse tedd pakzub bie. fot 

ods bine I tedW .ebxow stom wot s yee bas exend Aosd rt 





wxrsey 02. eit pnizwh bemeqgad tedw tev asw noktsoubo j/ Ct 
+ 918 alqgosg ezerl? ese uoy wod bas 208 oF atoeel ont . ef | 
onindyas todd ysw on e'exedT «evil oF 3asw yes ysw 1 er 
need oved epnatds eaklegigq seedT .meds spnado 169 hel 
e*zisf@ .x4 ted ese bas emit s attup 102 mo pater Jat 
| -bwoxo oft at hes 
besl 5 atw dnsw siqoeg edd tedw | ‘bet 
as dava snemqoleveb szotem yas eioted jnomelisex fer 
veo youtesbh ILiw tadt gadd sAtl epnint bas enilegiaq los. 
bayerp pattaud sooq ysev 6 ed bivow dotdw bas bast is 
. sbiswi937s Iss 
g'nob etead bavors elqosq ot | pes 
wsf{ off .anofse bast els yd evil yed? ,yeaom yd avil pes 
aep 10 yenom Jon e'3t ,meds ebest tsd¢ es0 eit-et ies 
mtud ‘os tusw yeds tL -deds oALL paidtyms to [to x0 as 
eA awoken 0d ,retmiw Lis hoow ated yous on idtemoe Ts 
apob seu Iltde elqosq odd isht , yshresesy meee oY gs 


.boow 1fedd? gep bas op oF 
{+ mort omoo oved axzenzetetol 100 


\ 
: 





~ 


ive) 








= 
~~ 





8327 
-D. Shea | 
G. Blondin 


land and have been travelling from Good Hope to this 
place a good many times and wherever there's cut lines, 
there's land erosion. Sometimes you see some moose or | 
big game getting stuck in these things. There's no 
reason why it should happen again. 
That is all I have to say, 
Mr. Berger. If there's any major development before 
arly land settlement, I think the men directly behind 
Lf. has wot to run tar... Thank you. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you, 
Mr. Shea. (WITNESS ASIDE) 
GEORGE BLONDIN, Sworn; 
THE WITNESS: Mr. Berger, I 
speak in Fort Rae a little bit already, but since 
I went trapping to this area a couple of times when | 
I was young, I would like to talk on behalf of 
Colville Lake people. I'd like to show you on the 
Map how the people in my dad's days used the land. | 
I just want to show you just slightly. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Fine. Please dol, 
THE WITNESS: This Bear Lake 
area here, we're speakiny about Colville Lake area here 
THE COMMISSIONER: Sorry, just go 
a little slower. 
THE WITNESS: Okay, okay. 
This is Bear Lake, I know that. This is Colville 


Lake, That's Good Hope. 


In the old days, the people from 
Fort Franklin used to pull their canoe up the river, 


and then starting to get fall, they used to make camp 
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all around Bear Lake, wherever there's fish and 
they get ready for the winter. And the people from 
Good Hope, they go up Rabbitskin River, and they 
come up to Bear take too with their canoe, and 
the people from Colville Lake used dog packs every 
summer to pack their stuff. I mean that's not 

with plane or anything, they used dog packs, with 
summer trains by means of packing on their back. And 


used to 
Bear Lake people/trap the white fox, they used to 


go to this lake. They used to go this area where there's 


white fox and the Colville Lake people used to 
join them too in the Barren Land and that way they 
used the whole portion of land. That's my dad's days. 
I want to express to the hearing 
how much land these people used and undeveloped land 
the big land now, so the people concerned about their 
and, 2 "nr 100 percent with because they have lots of 


fur and caribou and now they” re*still” doing. this, 


the people are not pulling away from Colville Lake. 


They want to stay there, they want to die there, and 
the people from Bear Lake , they're trapping 
around in this area and sometimes getting mixed up -- 
right now, right this winter they've been doing that, 
and would keep on doing that in the future. If the 
people don't like the pipeline it's because they don't 
profit from it and I don't want to talk too much 
about the pipeline or -- there are a lot of people 
doing the talking, I just want to express to the 


pipeline hearing how much land they used, what the 


people used to do in the old days. The Bear Lake 
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people, Colville Lake people, Good Hope people, they 
used to get mixed up all in this area here. That 
much I want to express to the hearing. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you Mr. 
Blondin. 

(WITNESS ASIDE) 

THE COMMISSIONER: The maps 
should be marked as an exhibit. 

THE INTERPRETER: Do you want 
me to translate that. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Mr. Blondin 
was showing me where the people in the past and still 
today are hunting and trapping and fishing. The 
Franklin people, the Good Hope people, and the 
Colville Lake people. 

(INTERPRETER INTERPRETS ABOVE) 

BELLA T'SELEIE; Resumed 

THE INTERPRETER: Bella T'Seleie. 

THE WITNESS: I was born in 
Fort Good Hope in 1953. When I was three years old 
my mother caught T.B. and was taken away. I was 
taken care of by the people of Good Hope. The 
people there are like that. If a kid doesn't have a 
mother, it is everybody's responsibility to make 
sure that this kid doesn't starve, you know and die 
in front of everybody. The kid is not taken off to 
some home, you know, to strangers either! I was 
kept by many families until my foster parents, Louis 
and Marie Oudzi. They learned about my situation. 


They weren't young, and they had three children alive, 
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and they already had three younger girls who died. 
But they're kind people-and they knew that I needed 
help so they adopted me. 

For the rest of my childhood 
I was raised in Colville Lake. In the summer we 
lived in fish camps, always une together making 


dry fish, cutting wood, and I look back on those 


days as real happy. I was happy. 


In the winter though it was 
hard. You have to travel by dogs and you have to 
move from camp to camp, you know, so that my father 
and my brothers they could hunt, fish and trap. 

We never settled in one camp, we always moved around. 


That's the way we have to be if we want to survive 


and even Colville Lake, we never settled here, you know. 


We just gathered here once in a while but it's not 
our home. The land is our home. We feel comfortable 
amy placeand that's the kind of independence we have. 
That independence, you know, is the independence that 
the government is taking away from us. They're 
taking it away from us, you know, in all kinds of 


ways. They're taking it away from us through rental 


houses, where a family doesn't even have responsibilities 


anymore. Where things are so comfortable, you know, 


oil and water delivered, everything, everything done 


for you, and you don't even have to get your childrent 


help you work, they're free all the time dnd it keeps 
you from going back to the bush too, because you get 
to depend on the services that they give you. 


Whereas a man took pride in shooting a moose, and 
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fishing, you know, to feed his family, there's 
welfare to replace that. There's so many ways you 
know, to kill a culture, and I'm pretty sure that the 
government has used them all. They're using them 
all the time. The people are getting more aware of 
this and yet it's still going on. It's going on in 
all kind of different ways. It was happening when 
I was six years old in Inuvik. The nuns ee that 
school was set up you know, to condition the children, 
so that we wouldn't turn out to be the kind of people 
our parents hoped that we would be; so we wouldn't 
take pride in what we are, not to be proud. I was 
told time and time again that my people were dirty, 
all kin@ of different names. Like it was something 
to be ashamed of. 

But at that time, I was six 
years old and the only thing that I thought about was 
how much I loved my parents and how much T loved the 
life we lived. I couldn't understand what I was 
going through. I learned that you don't have to be 
clean to be happy. 

I look at Colville Lake today and 
I'm happy that there's not much change in the people; 
there's not much change in the settlement; there's not 
much change in the land except for the few cat roads 
which has really done some damage. There is no 
rental houses here, no rental houses to eae the 
responsibilities of the people away and there's no 
boost charges everyday and there's no -- I 


could go on. They still have their own lives; they 
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still have their own pride. I don't want my people to 


have nothing but memories what their life used to be. 


In other communities there's a lot of people like 


that already, you know, where people don't have anythin 


but . memories. 

There's a lot of young people 
besides myself that want to have something other than 
memories, you know. That's why we want control of 
What's going to happen to us and our lives in the 
future. I think about all that and I know that we 
are one of the last people, lastpeople to have our 
own land and still have our own kind of life, in the 
world. I think the government and oil companies 
should consider that, after all they've done to the 
native people in the South, they should know that it 
doesn't work. It didn't work for them. They're not 
happy people; they're not proud people. All they 


have is memories. 


I wonder how long these people cou 


go on treating people like that without hurting 
themselves. That's all. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
very much. I wonder if that could be marked so that 
it will be -- 

(STATEMENT OF BELLA T'SELEIE MARKED EXHIBIT C660) 

(WITNESS ASIDE) 

(INTERPRETER TRANSLATES ABOVE) 
MARTIN CODZI Sworn: 
THE INTERPRETER: We all 


grew up around here, around Colville Lake and he said 
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I don't know about the others, but he says, I want 
to be buried here and he said I hope Colville Lake 
stays the same all the time, so we make our living 
off the land, he said. We always been making our 
living off the land. He said we like doing it, so 
he said we got no use for that pipeline that you're 
talking about. 

| Even now today he said we're 
still living the way our old people used to live, he 
says. Right now he says my brother has got his camp 
somewhere on the shore of the lake here and he said, 
he's getting a lot of fish and he's putting up dry 
fish for the winter. He said that's the way that we've 
always been making our living, and he said, we like 
it that way, because I guess ae quiet, you know, 
the quiet life for him. 


He says he's thinking to move to 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 

CHARLIE CUZON: Sworn 

THE WITNESS: Berger judge, this 
is the first time I've met you and my name is Charlie 
Cuzon. I live here in Colville Lake, that's where 


I grew, and us in the Northwest Territories, We 


grow up,’ we would grow up really hardy you know, hard life 


We have to do something for our life, you know, 
{ 


generation to generation, for our kids and their 


| 
a fish camp too after the hearing is over, he says. 


Sometimes they tell about pipelin 


kids, generations like that. ) 
Every time I hear on the radio they talk about pipeline 
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and we don't like to get this pipeline you know, and 


to get it through because something is going to happen 


if they get a pipeline through the Mackenzie Valleys 
What happensif the forest fire started, and this 
pipeline it might leak, something it's got a leak and 
what if the whole thing explode. That's the first 
step I'm going to mention and the second is I'm going 
to show you on the map this what we mean our land 
whichwe're using. 


This is Colville Lake here. We 


| 


call it -- in our own language, we call it Kumamichuit (?) 


This other lake here, we call it Tuchot, and 

Tedji Lake right there, that's what we call -- in our 
own language we call that Tutchituit and this we 

call that Luatuit and this we call -- in English they 
call it Muskeg Lake. Us, we call it Suituit and down 
Lac des Bois. That's how they call Paschentuit and 
here we call -- that's about all. We call it Luatuit 
in our own language and let's see -- oh boy, there's 
lots missing here, up here too, all around this area. 
There's a big piece missing here. Anyway, I'm just, 
you know -- it's missing here. We didn't like to get 


development into this, you know, make cat roads. 


: 4 years i ee 
About three or four or five ‘ago there was no seismic around 


It was good for trapping but now, about two or three 
years ago the development in seismic comes around 
and I guess, you know, the cat you know, - 

where the cat is going and sometimes it leaks. 
Sometimes the seismic, you know, when they drill 


a hole, you know, to blow up this dynamite and 
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then some guys have said they find a dead rabbit and 


about two years ago I think, my brother's son told 


me that somebody found a dead moose. You know, that's 


because of this seismic when they drill a hole, they 
blow up, I think that's the one killed some animals. 


That's why we don't want any development or a 


seismic crew or something like that. We don't want 


to bother it. 


There's a good fish lake, here, this 


one and this one here, Mostly all -- four of 
them are good fish lakes. And around here, they're 
pretty good for trapping, and down here, up this way 
that's why we don't want any seismic to go around 
here and let's see, That's about 
four or five years, that's when these cats start 
coming around, and -- 

THE COMMISSIONER: All those 
cuts I saw from the air were made in the last two, 
or three or four vearale 


THE WITNESS:yes. That's why 


about two years ago, hardly no Mark and now 


maybe something is happening. That's why we don't want 
any development around. And sometimes in the fish lakes here 


they're putting nets and about a few years ago the tourist comes 


around, maybe they do something. Maybe they catch a 


fish and throw it back in the lake. Maybe that's- 


t 
how they do and now there's hardly enough fish around 


now. 


About trapping, and the third step, 


we do have a pretty hard life, the way .we grew ups 


| 


eee , 


7 
: obi LAC 





ae oma ple ae segecshe elena 
B70 dnemgoleveb yas Jnsw a *nob ew ydd @'9sdtt 

w 3'n0b of edd, oakt paidsomoe ro) | WeT> » Simatos 
ried) aheth Qe tad (que of) S4abaeseod oe 
,setod ,otsl det? boop s e'si9AT Peo (00 ewe Fr | € 
to avoti-~ [fn yi2eoM .eted eno aids bas ono 1 Of 

92’ yet ,oted bavots bad ..eoxnl dett boop sts mont Vor 
yew etds qu ,exed Awob bas \paiqgexd xo boop ys9e%q = | SI 
bavets op oF obmekex yas tasw t'aob ew ydw e‘teri? c£ 
tuods @'s5AT ,992 e@'3gel bas sted } df 






juste eso eaedt now e'dsit ,etssy evi? so avert =f al 

-- BOS ,bawots’ painoo | af 

enods [fA sAZWOTASTMMOD. GHT ‘ YI 
,Ow? tesl oft al obsm ste@ sts edt moxt weal ejuo 86 #1 
Tdscee suo%t x0 sexist TO hes 

yw e'osd? ,eeyteeanTiw gHT | | os 
wont Bas AIM on yibred ops. erssy owt duod6 - Is 

sw t'oob aw ydw e'asd? .patneqqsd al paidsemos ‘edysm ss 
isl dal? odt nk eemttemoa Sa .Savotse snemgoleveh yas es 
mo deiwot odd ops amey wt s succes bas ston pabttuy oxtystt oS. 
a stotso yeds edysM venkdgemos ob yodsiedysm’,Batots | 2S 
a'tedd edysM  .s%ei edd? at Aosd Jb wotds bas deri | as 
bnuozs fet? dpuone yifusd @'otsdd won bis ob yods wor | vs 
i coaiee 1 a 

qave Babee ord Bas yeniqgety tuodé oo | es 


‘Gu wetp ow. yew ene perel bisd yjtet¢ 6 eved Ob ew LCE 














8336 


Charlie Cuzon 


We grow up with 
the fish and fish and the meat. This is pretty 


hard, you know, pretty hard. Sometimes in Good 
Hope, sometimes I lived there, stayed there for | 
awhile and I think that government is the one is 
spoiling some people and our kids, you know. Compared | 
to here, we're still live like oldtimers, but we're 
proud of it, we're proud of it. In Good Hope you 
know it's kind of getting changed. 

Here in Colville Lake a few 
years ago, a few years ago we go in the bush and get 
wood by dog team in summer like this. That's the 


way we keep ourselves in shape. This is the first 


time I've been talking like this, and sometimes I 





get mixed up. 
Anyway, like Mr. Brown here, 


sometimes I feel that we don't need him around; 


sometimes he's too bossy, Mr. Brown 
| 
| 


and maybe he talked to you'already, I don't know, 





and I heard that he said we start up this Colville 
Lake, I heard that 1n Good Hope, I heard about that. 
He say you start up this Colville Lake. That was 


just full of bullshit, it's bullshit you know, Mr. 


| 
Brown. Whenever he talks, you know, he makes too | 
much stories by himself. I don't care if he's here. 
I don't give a damn. I don't care, because a few 
years ago, and Judge I'm going to tell you that, that | 


t 
Mr. Brown about a few years ago, he was -- I'm not 


afraid to tell you know, because I know you're a judge 


so I want to tell you that, about Mr. Brown ahout 


five or six years ago, he hit this person, you know, 
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Charlie Cuzon 


he hit this person -- 


THE COMMISSIONER: Wait a minute. 


I have no hesitation in listening to anything that 
may affect the way in which this community lives, 
because of the pipeline and development,but I don't 


want to hear about a quarrel within the village, 


between Mr. Brown or anybody else. It isn't going 


to help me decide what I have to decide, so I don't 
think you should go into that, especially since it 
happened many years ago. 

THE WITNESS: How I feel is that 
I don't think we need a pipeline through. 

THE COMMISSIONER: By the way 
I've never met Mr. Brown so I don't want to hear his 
side, I don't want to hear your side. 

THE WITNESS:I see. So I don't 
think we don't need any pipeline going through 
this Mackenzie Valley because it's going to affect 
everything, you know. And if they get it 
down to the Mackenzie River and if a forest fire 
started, it might blow up and maybe that's the 
end of the Northwest Territories. That's the way 
I feel, for generation to generation and our kids and 


their kids after that. So we don't need, I don't 


think we need the pipeline to go through the Northwest 


Territories. I hope we win. I hope we win. Maybe 
that's all I got on my mind, I guess. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you Mr. 


Cuzgen. 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 
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JOE MARTIN, Sworn, | 
| 
| 


THE INTERPRETER: He said he | 
was still quite young when he came back from boarding 
school and -- because just his mother, when she 
goes to the bush, she took him. She took him down 
here to Colville Lake, that's the first time he came 
to Colville Lake when he was just a small little child 
and then he said the police wanted him to go back to 
education I guess or something, told a woman to 
let him send him back but he said his mother refused. 
She didn't want to give him up to send him back to 
the boarding school again. She said about three times, 
I think, the RCMP came and talked to her, she should 
send the child back to get his education and she 
said no. He said now, he said, when I think back, he 


| 
| 


' 


said, the way I make my living, I'm able to make my | 
’ @ 
living now trapping and hunting and I know how to 


make my living off the land he said. I'm glad that my 
mother didn't send me back to school, and kept me and 
taught me how to be what I am now he says. 

We hear a lot about the pipeline 
on the radios and whatever you read about it and he 


says I've never heard anything good about what the 


pipeline can do, and he said that's why, he said, 





we're all against it. Whatever you hear about the 
pipeline before it's been started, and he says it's 
always something bad that you hear about it, so he 
said, we don't want any part of it. 


There's parts around here, he 


says, some areas where it used to be real good for 
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trapping marten and stuff like that, he said since 
explorations, all the seismic trails and all that, 

he said it's not so easy to go trapping and catch fur 
anymore he said. You have to really work for it, be- 
cause he said it's really changed. He says not so 
many furs like it used to be before. 

That's where he was trapping last winter, 
there's a lot of seismic cut lines around there. He 
said it used to be real good trapping area around 
there. 

THE COMMISSIONER: What's the 
name of that lake, Mr. Martin that you pointed to? 

THE WITNESS: Horseshoe Lake. 

THE INTERPRETER: Horsesh@ Lake? 

THE WITNESS: Yes. 

THE INTERPRETER: He says just 
even cut lines like that can disturb the land and the 
fur is not the same and the wildlife is not the same. 
He said just something like a pipeline will do to us. 
He said that's why, he said, we say we don't want it. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you Mr. 
Martin. 

(WITNESS ASIDE) 

JOHN T'Seleie, Resumed ‘* 

“THE WITNESS: I'd like to ask 
some questions to Bob Blair. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Sure. 

THE ‘WITNESS: Joe Martin was 
just talking about an area where there's -- the last 


few years there's been a lot of exploration going on, 
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and the reason for this exploration is they found some 
gas I guess just north of Tedji Lake. This lake here, | 
and that's why I guess there's so many seismic lines 
around there, and I want to ask Mr. Blair what they're | 


going to do with that gas that they've found there. 





How are they going to take it out aye whether or not 
they're going to keep working at that place where they | 
found this gas because if they keep working there it 
means that there's going to be a lot of exploration 


work going on there and it's going to affect the | 





people of Colville. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Okay, do you 
want to just point that lake out again for my benefit 


| 

as well as -- | 
THE WITNESS: It's called Ted ji 
Lake on the map but the people here call it | Redji. | 

THE COMMISSIONER: That's | 
southeast of Horseshoe Lake? | 

‘THE WITNESS:- Um-hmm. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Okay, Mr. 
Blair, I'm just wondering whether you can sit -- maybe 
you can sit there where Mr.Ferry is and we can ask 
him to move back to his oildrum. Maybe you can 
just pass the microphone over to Mr. Blair and if you 
have any further questions you can pass it back and 
forth. Just take it in your hand, Mr. Blair. 

ROBERT BLAIR: Resumed | 


MR. BLAIR: John T'Seleie's 


first question, we know about the gas discovery 





at Tedji Lake, the amounts of gas that have been 











Sau ¥ cert : Pera f 
“ gg ee - sift “ toe. he ot i 
aie sonoma | 
e theta aa eo om ioe 
feats aut 20d? othe oh ot pata A 
jon 26 alias bas 200 3: pin os eaiog, ved fag tir 
dt otedw eoslg tends ae paltsow qeea oF paioe ae 
ot eter? paltzow qeed yortt ti seusood esp eldd bouet 
nolsstolque 20 tof © sd of Bator 2 ‘exadt tens ansem 







ort+ Joadts ot pntor e'gt bre sied? ao patoe stow 
-elltviod to eiqosq 


woy ob ,ysAO sHaMOLe2IMMOD SHT . . i eit, 

ttensd ym xo? miaps tuo eAsl tert tniog Jaut of tnew dee a 
~~ es [lew es ‘|b y) 

hot bellso a'st :BeaGHTIW AT et 
~tthen 21 Lfiso s1ed eiqosey eas tud gem ont no sitet st 7 
e'jtadT <s:SSMOLSSIMMOD Tit | | 24 
Sexe. godaeetoH to sesertsuos ha - 

onl) ««:2@MTIW BRT | a | 

.IM ,¥6HO :ASMOLASIMMOD SHT ra Hse 

(ym -- tha nso voy zedjedw pnixebnow taut m'T ,xzisla | - 


tes oso ow has ait  yitel.3M etedw sxed? tie ged oY | i ss i 


n6o ney adyam .myxbI ko éitd of xosd svom ost miri jes 7 

joy 2t bre gisl¢ .aM ot revo snodgetoim edt aang seut es ; 
bas Aged gi eatgq £9 uOY enoiteayp stedtixet yas eved bes. 7 
-tiela .1M , based tuoy ai tt ois? seul .Ajr02 these 


bemveoh _:ATA IHOR 
e'etele2'T nadou ‘ADATE . 5M 


yrevagz eR edt swede. wont ow ,no ota Rabe 







need oved sed ‘aap 29) e30v0ms edd 9? 


7 Tee a 














bh 
(Sa) 





ine) 
Oo 


John T'Seleie B34E F< | 


discovered there so far are not enough to make it 
worthwhile to build a pipeline, from that gas field 


to the main pipeline and so no application has been 





made for that pipeline and it is not included in the 
routes and applications that have been filed. But, 
you're correct, the area is considered to be promising 


for gas and I believe that if a main pipeline is 





proceeded with in a few years, that it is likely -- I 
think it's very likely that the exploration companies 
would keep active in the area, operating within eae 
rules and regulations are applied to them, and would 
try to develop more gas and if they succeed, that then 
there would be a pipeline connection from the area and 
while it has not been studied yet, I think it's pretty | 
likely that it would run southwest out of the area to | 
connect down to a mainline near the Mackenzie River | 
if there is such a mainline project. 


THE WITNESS: That's all I 





wanted to know. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Fine. Thank 
you Mr. T'Seleie, thank you Mr. Blair. 

(WITNESS ASIDE) 

THE COMMISSIONER: Translate that 
before we -- did you get that Mrs. Wilson? 

THE INTERPRETER: Yes. 


THE COMMISSIONER: You better 
i 
translate it then. 


(INTERPRETER TRANSLATES ABOVE) 
THE COMMISSIONER: Mr. Blair, I 


gather you'd like to say something, so please do. 
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This is Mr. Blair who's president of one of the 


pipeline companies called Foothills. 


MR. BLAIR: Mr. Berger, I 
wanted to reply to another good point that was made, 
and commit for Foothills about compensation for 
traplines. If there is a pipeline and if Foothills 
buv1as it, after some years, we would accept the 
judgment of the Chief or the Band Councs to itis 
which trappers should receive compensation and the 


appropriate amounts and in reply to the other point, 


would pay within 30 days, under an arrangement probabl 


best worked out with the Hunters and Trappers Asso- 
ciation who might set the guidelines, and we have -- 
Foothills has already had meetings with the Hunters 
and Trappers Association for that purpose, but the 


real point I think that we should make is that we 


would accept that the Band Council or the Chief would 


have the knowledge of the trapper, the familiarity 


with the area that would make it practical for a quick 


settlement to be achieved and would agree that the 


settlement should not await more formal legal proof of 


damages or inspections that might be difficult and 


take a long time and even be forgotten, So I wish to 


give that -- that's just one detail, but it's one -- 
THE COMMISSIONER: Mr. Blair, 
could I just ask you about that. Do oul teeny that 
Foothills would submit to the judgment of the local 
Chief and Band Council to determine which trappers 


have in fact suffered damage and are entitled to 
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compensation, that's the case is it? 

MR. BLAIR: Yes. 

THE COMMISSIONER: How, if your 
proposal has been fleshed out so far, how would the 


amount be determined? 


MR. BLAIR: The amount would be 





} 
determined by guidelines or rules for assessing amounts 


developed by agreement with the Hunters and Trappers 


Association. 


THE COMMISSIONER: And by Foothill 


MR, BLAIR: By agreement between 
Foothills and the Hunters and Trappers Association, 
but we would accept basically the judgment of the 
Hunters and Trappers Association as to how those 
amounts should be derived. | 

THE COMMISSIONER And once the 
amounts were eters in cat you'd pay within 30 days? 

MR. BLAIR: Yes. I know it's 
one detail, but Mr. John Burrell, who's the Vice- 
President of Foothills is in the audience also and I 
thought it was a time we should give that commitment. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Fine. Maybe 
you'd pause there and let Mrs. Wilson translate that. 
Are you with us so far? 

THE INTERPRETER: Yes. 
(INTERPRETER TRANSLATES ABOVE) 

THE COMMISSIONER: — this 
gentleman have a question? 


THE INTERPRETER: No, he's just 


making a comment. 
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He said maybe that's another 


trick, he says. 


| 
THE COMMISSIONER: Well let's = 


on. Mr. Blair, do you have anything to add? 

MR. BLAIR: Yes, it certainl- 
is not a trick. 

Mr. Berger, may I make one more 
short word. I feel badly to hear it said so often that 
-- by several witnesses -- that everything they hear 
about the pipeline is bad. It is not -- we know it 
does not have to be that way, because we know that we 
operate many thousands of miles of pipelines in 
Alberta and B.C. about which people do not hear bad 
and I think partly what is said is bad because it is 


unknown, the arrangements have not been completed, the 


rules have not been made, but I believe that it is 


Territories about which people will not hear bad, just 
as that is done in Alberta and British Columbia. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you Mr. 
Blair. 

Ladies and gentlemen, we always 
give both pipeline companies a chance to speak, so 
we have Mr. Carter sitting up near the roof of the cabi 
from Arctic Gas. 


THE INTERPRETER: We've still 


| 
possible to operate a pipeline in the Northwest | 
‘ 
got one -- 
THE COMMISSIONER: Oh, I know, 
-- we'll get to you sir. Mr. Carter is here from 


Arctic Gas and I just wanted to see if you wanted to 
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Say anything, Mr. Carter? 

MR. CARTER: No sir, I‘i1 let the people 
here speak, I have nothing to add to what Mr. Blair 
has said. I can just say that Arctic Gas will pay 
compensation and wants to do it as quickly as possible, 
but it doesn't have the specific way of doing so worked | 
out, in the same way as Mr. Blair has. | 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you Mr. 
Carter... Yes sir,) sorry. 

JOHN GULLY, Sworn: 

THE INTERPRETER: He says, I 
don't believe that there's anything good about the 
pipeline he says. He says it just goes to show 


he said the lake that they were talking about, just 


awhile ago, about the gas there -- 


THE COMMISSIONER: The lake you 


call Redji Lake? 

THE INTERPRETER: Yes. He says 
the year before last, he said he was trapping around 
there and he was doing pretty good with his trapping. 
That was before the exploration around that lake and 
then this last year, he said they were there, they were 
drilling and they were exploring around there. He said 
he could see the difference already. He said I didn't 
do very good there for trapping. 

He said they were nied nuinte 
camps on the lakes too, so he said he had to go and 
see the Chief in Fort Good Hope and they came down with 


a plane and they flew around and they reported to the 


Forestry and they went to talk to them and make them 





. : i 
ikon S edie al of pane bas baabsiven 7 


yow oa palob to yew ofieeqa odd oved #'me90b sivtud 
4 «88d abeld, .aM as y¥sw omsa oft at au0 


aM voy AnBAT ciao Mai RET, .1aeo4, “Aran eee | 


; +yrzoe , ale ae tet) 
row emer F a Ok a: 
,2yse oH sAaTaAIAATMI AAT ite: goaeaings 

, aft tu0ds. hoop eaidiyns, a'eteds tadt evelled 3'm 
woe OF esop Jer at ayse SH, .8yse eA anttegha 
geut ,duods patties etew yec? tsd2 eAel odd Sise of 
o> sted? asp edt, tueds ,ops slindws 
yoy eaAnl.edT s;#a00122IMMOD SET | 
Soadst ttbed, [iso 

eyss 93 .asY. ;ADVAAGAATAL Sur 

bnsows. paiqgets esw od bise od ,teal pioted xsey ed? 
eaiqqsst eid dotw Boop ysterq patob esw ed bas stent 


bas ets tads bavoxrs aolsszcelqxs afd stoled esw tsaT 


aw yodt ,eted) gusw yout bisa ef ,rsey test aids nont 
sa 9H .eteds bavois, paizolqxe 219W yods bas, pailtlixd 
'nbib t bkee ob .ybserls epnox1ettib ef? e9@ bivoo od 
-paiqqs1? 103 o1t0edt Boop yrov ob 

tiled? paisgee e1sw od? Hise of 
Das op oF bad sd bisa ef of .oot aeAsl sv 0 aqme 
tw nwoh emso yeds bas eqol bood t10T at Yeldd ort 202 
eit of besz0u9% yads bas bayows welt yods, bas eusig 5 
medt+ sism bas medt ot Aled OF tnew, yodt bas yasaet04 




















aor John Gully 


move their camp back to the land, instead of on the 
lake. 


He said he had to move his camp 


| 

| 
further, about 70 miles out from where they were 
exploring to do their trapping and he said that's better. 
He said they even cross his trapline and disturbed his 
traps, some parts around that lake there where he 

had his trapline. Last year, he thought maybe after | 
it's been quiet, he thought maybe it's okay to go Ace 
there and trap again, so he said he took his family, 
this man here with his family, about ten children, 
with him to trap there with him but he said it was the 
same, there was hardly anything. He says it's not an 
easy life, he said, to go out trapping for your money. 
You depend on the land, he says you trap on the land | 


he says, you go out with your bare hands like because 





you know you're going to find something to kill or to 

trap but he says somebody come around and destroyed 

everything, and destroy it, he said, that's bad. 

I saw hes for the two years he said, I saw the 

difference, he said, before the onda oration and he 

said after and I seen the change there he said. Even 

that little camp area, he said, if that can disturb 

the animals in the trapping areas like that, he said, 

so how much more damage he said will the pipeline cause 

for us people that go out and are living out of the lan 
He said: Iyjust want to let you know 

the difference that I saw on the trapline before the 

land was disturbed and after the camps been there. The 


difference was there, he said, you could see it. 
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John Gully | 
Marie Cuzon 


THE COMMISSIONER: The seismic 
camps? 

THE INTERPRETER: Yes, 
He said, there's another thing, he said, we didn't 
have the education a lot of the children, the kids 
have today. He said we're going to get a job, he 
said it's not going to be a very high paying one becau 
he said we didn't have the education, so he said, we 
depend on the land, he said for our living because 
we trap and we make money from trapping. He says 
that's better than trying to get a job because without 
education he said you can't get a good job, good 
paying job, and he said they come around and disturb 
the land like that and make it hard for us to trap and 
make our living, he said. I don't like that. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you aie 
thank you very much. | 

(WITNESS ASIDE) 

MARIE CUZON, sworn: 

THE INTERPRETER: She says 
I have about ten children, she said, but she said, 
every year she said we go out to the bush and we spend 
our winter out there trapping and hunting, I guess, 
that's the way she said we make our living here. She 
said she likes it but she said I suppose after they 
put the pipeline through, she said, I Sevan if, it's 
going to be the same. She says, I Wiaaa if my children 
will be able to go out in the bush and do their trapping 
and hunting like we do now she says. Maybe there will 


be nothing left for them, everything will be scattered 
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WEST PEPORTING LID, Marie Cuzon a3 
1 she says that's what worries me sometimes because she sald 
2 I got a big family. 

3 We have all those kids, she 

4 said, we hitch up our dogs and pile the kids in the 

5 sleds and she says, away we go to where we want to, to 

6 | stay for awhile where they can do the hunting and 

7 trapping ,because that'sthe only kind of life they know 

3 | around here. We like it that way, she says, we think 

| too much of our country, our land, and she said we 
10 | don't want the pipeline. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you very much. 

11 (WITNESS ASIDE) 
13 THE COMMISSIONER: Ladies and 
13 gentlemen, I want to thank all of you who came to this 
14 | hearing this afternoon and to thank those who spoke 
15 because you gave me an understanding of the way you | 
16 | live here and you told me a lot about your village and | 
17 your people and those things are important to me becaus 
18 it is necessary for me to bitte rd eaita Gfou and your lives 
19 and your traditions in order to be able to say to the 
20 government what would be likely to happen here if 
21 the pipeline were built. So let me just say that I 
22 | have listened carefully to each one of you and I think 


I have learned something from each one of you, and I 
hope that we've all been able to learn something from 
each other this afternoon. On my own behalf, let me 
Say that this is the last trip that I will be taking 
through the North because I have now been to 34 


communities where the peoples of the North live and 





the only other one that I still have to visit is 


Detah which is a village very close to Yellowknife so 
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I just have to get in the car and drive there, It's | 
not very difficult. | 
But we have had a good visit 
here today and we have to get back to Yellowknife 
tonight, but I am glad that I was able to come. You 
will remember that I was supposed to come here last 
summer and something was wrong with the runway, it was 
too squashy or something and the plane couldn't land, 
SO we took a float plane this time. to make sure that 
we made it. 
Let me say that my job now 
is to go back to Yellowknife to consider the remainder 
of the evidence and then to make my report to the 
Government of Canada which I intend to do by the end of 
the year. After that the Government of Canada will 
have to decide whether ners will be a pipeline or 
not, but you can ee, that the Government of | 
Canada will be told about the views of the people of 
Colville Lake. That is my job and I intend to do it. 
After my report has been handed in to the government, 
it will be tabled in Parliament and you will hear about 
it after that. Thank you,Mrs. Wilson for 
acting Pugite: interpréter. 
Thank you Chief, all of you who spoke today. The heari g 
stands adjourned. 
(INTERPRETER TRANSLATES ABOVE) 


(PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED UNTIL AUGUST 25, 1976) 
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Detan,; W.W.o > 
August 25, 1976 
(PROCEEDINGS RESUMED PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT) 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, 
ladies and gentlemen, I'll call the hearing to order. 

I am Judge Berger, and this 
is the last place that the Mackenzie Valley Pipeline 
Inquiry is visiting and we're here to listen to what | 
you people who live in Detah have to say about the 
proposal to build a gas pipeline along the Mackenzie 
Valley. If the pipeline project goes ahead, there 
will be six thousand men needed to built it and it | 
will take three years to build it. The Government 
of Canada has said, that if a gas pipeline is built, 
that an oil pipeline will be built along the Mackenzie 
Valley after that. 

So that we are asking you to 
consider the impact of the great construction project 
in the north. 

We've been told that if a 
gas pipeline is built and then an oil pipeline, there | 
will be increased oil and gas exploration activity 
throughout ;the Mackenzie Valley. 


The pipeline will provide 





an opportunity for jobs, for people who live here in 
the north. I'm not here to tell you that it's a good | 
thing or a bad thing, I'm here to find age what you 
think about it, because the Government of Canada has 


said, that they don't want to decide whether to build 


a pipeline or not until they know what the people who | 


| 
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live here in the north have to say about it. | 

So, I want to know what you 
people, who live here in Detah think and even though 
it looks as if half of Yellowknife came here with me, 
tonight, I hope you'll feel free to speak up and tell | 
me what's on your mind, just as if there were only 
yourselves and myself here tonight. 

Let me just add that our 
representatives here tonight from both of the pipeline 
companies, Arctic Gas and Foothills and they're here to 
listen to what you have to say, but later on, if you 


have any questions you want to ask them or if you want 





them to explain their projects to you, we'll ask them to | 
say something. | | 
I'd like to hear from those | 
of you who wish to speak and Chief, if you wish to 
make a statement now, or any members of the Council? | 
(JOE TOBIE SWORN AS INTERPRETER) | 
CHIEF JOE CHARLO, sworn: | 
THE INTERPRETER: Like you | 
said, that there's two representatives from the pipe | 
line. Who are they? 
THE COMMISSIONER: Oh, this 
is Mr. Steeves, with the -- he's got his hand up 
there, with the green. 


MR. STEEVES: Everybody says 


THE COMMISSIONER: And Mr. 
Burrell there is from Foothills. Mr. Steeves from 


Arctic Gas, Mr. Burrell from Foothills. 
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THE INTERPRETER: Just before| 
I start, I talked to the guy last night = -that was | 
Michael Jackson there. I told him that maybe lots of 
people want to speak, because this is the last Comm- 
unity Hearing. We might sit till 12 o'clock tonight 
and if some more people want to speak, then we could 


sit again tomorrow night, but tonight just till 12 | 
| 


o'clock, but tomorrow night I won't mention the time, 





because that's the last time. And I want you to know | 
that this is the last Community Hearing and I want you 
people who want to speak, we'd like to hear from you. 

. « Right now, a few people are 


missing yet, so maybe they're waiting for tomorrow. 


Talking 


about a pipeline, the Inquiry probably visited 25 
communities and the people who speak, they swear by | 
the Bible. | | 
‘We love our land and the | 
people on it,white and native. We are all friends, 
all the people on the land. How many months the 
people have been asked to say things about their | 
land. Well ne way the people see this, these things | 
we're talking about might destory our land. I | 
hope all the people that live on this land, white | 
and native, I hope thegovernment listens to the ve 
Like there's, is there | 
a pipe has been stored in the deleae This is what I'd | 
like to ask. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Do you | 


want to answer that Mr. Steeves or Mr. Burrell? Is 
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i} pipe being stored in the delta for the pipeline, is 
that the question? 

MR. STEEVES: Well I can | 
speak for Arctic Gas.sir. Arctic Gas has no pipe | 


for a pipeline stored in the delta. Are you thinking 





of something you read in the press or heard on the | 
radio about pipe? 
THE INTERPRETERS 
He wants to know, like, is the pipe stored awh 
and then after the pipe was stored and this Inquiry 


went on. 


MR. STEEVES: No. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Mr. Burrell? 
MR. BURRELL: Foothills has | 
no pipe in the delta or anywhere in the Northvest 
Territories. | 
THE INTERPRETER: What size is 


the pipeline and how thick is the pipeline I’want 


to ask you? 





THE COMMISSIONER: Do you 





wantidtoogo first Mr. Burrell? 
MR. BURRELL: The pipeline 
which we are proposing is 800 miles long and it runs 


from Mackenzie Delta along the river to Mackenzie River 





to the 60th Parallel. That pipeline is 42 inches in 
diameter and about half an inch in thickness. 

ae THE COMMISSIONER: I think 
26 | you should add that your pipeline has laterals that 
29 | come as far as Yellowknife around Great Slave Lake. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
30 | MR. BURRELL: Yes in ria 
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to the line which runs along the Mackenzie 

Valley, we are also proposing to run small diameter 
lines from three inch in diameter to 10 inch, to 
serve -- provide natural gas service to some ll | 


} 
communities in the Northwest Territories. One of those 
| 


communities is Yellowknife. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Mr. Steeves. 


MR. STEEVES: The pipe for 
Arctic Gas scheme is 48 inches, about there, and about 


7/8's Of an anch thick. 





THE COMMISSIONER: Chief, 
maybe I should just say something. You asked whether | 
there - these companies, had stored pipe in the Delta? 
I've been all over the Delta and I haven't seen any 


pipe. They -- I think it's safe to say that they 





don'it zn -they, doen't -+have, the, pipe, stored ‘in ethe)Delta | 
to build the pipeline and I think we can take their | 
word for that. It would be pretty hard to hide it 

in any event, so I think we can accept what they say 


about that. I certainly accept it and I think you 


should too. 





Arctic Gas has ordered the pipe from the Steel Compan 
at, Canada. .but sé the government doesn't let 
them go ahead, with the pipeline, then the Steel 
Company won't go ahead and make the pipe. Okay, I 
hope that's clear. 
MR. STEEVES: Well, I'd like 


to make sure that's clear sir. You know - my idea 


I think I should add this, | 
as a lawyer, what it means to order something is— | 
| 
| 


a 
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THE COMMISSIONER: Well you 
go ahead and add to it. | 
MR. STEEVES: I don't want | 
to correct a judge, you should never correct a judge, | 
I think, but Arctic Gas has said to the Steel Company, 
if, the government says, go ahead, we want you to 
make the pipe for us and that's all they've said. 
THE COMMISSIONER: That's 


fair enough. 


MR. STEEVES: Okay. 





THE INTERPRETER: 

I am just 
asking about the size of the pipeline and how thick 
the pipeline is. I'm not only -- I'm not the only 
one that wishes to know, it's all the people in the 
hall here that wanted to know how thick it's going 
to be and how big the pipe is going to be. This is 
why I just ask. 


This half an inch pipe, will| 





it.last until the end of the world? In this cold 
weather, like in the north here, it's really cold, 
so one of these days, the pipe might break. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Do you 





want to say anything about that? 


MR. BURRELL: The pipe which 


| 


will be installed will be designed especially for the 
i | 

cold weather and the ground temperatures in which it 

will be installed and that's a fact that has been 


taken into consideration. Now as far as how long it | 


will last, there's been experiences in Alberta where 
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they've been moving gas now for over sixty years 


and the pipe that was put in then, at that time is 


| 
still transporting gas and it's in very good condition 


and they expect that they'll be using that pipe for 


some time to come. 


MR. STEEVES: Yes ,there could 


be a break. 
THE INTERPRETER: Like you 
see, the rocks around here, some rocks are thicker 


than the half an inch but yet they crack. If they crack 


they crack till about ten feet deep. And the gas is really 


strong, it's really, it's a natural gas, it's real 
strong, and on the cold weather, maybe some day, the 
rocks will crack and also the pipe might crack with 
it too, 

We know this pipe -- the 
pipeline will spoil our land, not only land, whatever 
lives on that land, the dne we live on, like the 
animals. Like all the people in communities, we 
hear them that nobody wants, nobody that we heard 
that they want a pipe to go through because we know 
it's no good for us, not only the things that live on 
the land, also the fish in the lake, that's why we 
wanted our land not a pipeline. | 

Like this 
pipeline we are talking about, one of these days 
might break, not only in the Northwest ‘Territories, 
but across Canada, north and south and if it breaks, 
it will spoil our land and which is what we don't 


want to see that our land spoiled. We're talking 
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about a pipeline that we live on this land or live on) 
this earth. The native and the white, we are all 
cousins and we are supposed to love each other, Thable 
why we are talking about this pipeline. | 

One of these days, maybe a 
pipeline will catch on fire and everybody will be | 
gone, which we don't want to see this. This is why | 
we love each other and love our land. 


We're talking about the 


| 
pipeline. All the native people don't want the pipe- | 
line because we know it might -- it's going to spoil 
our land. 

It might be easy for a white | 
man to open a tap and get gas but, someday it might | 
be very bad. This is why we don't want to see that. | 


Talking about a pipeline for | 


so many months and the way we think about this pipe- 


| 


line, we really don't go for it because we know it's 
no good for the people because you know it's been 
talked about so many months, but still we really don' 
agree to have a pipeline. 


Like we know if we lose an 


| 

| 

t 

| 

| 
axe, as most of you know how thick the axe is, like 
if we lose the axe in the water, if it stays there for 

three or four months, it gets all rusty and you know 

how thick the axe is and the thing spoils in the | 

| 

i i 

water. What if the pipeline goes through someplaces | 

like a swamp and the pipes will get rusty too. It | 

might not only get rusty by the connections like all 


that's bolted, and it might get rusty between the bolts 
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between connections. 

Like we're talking about a 
pipeline that's going to go to the south and how long | 
will that pipe last if gets there and if the pipes | 
spoil with water, well how soon will the -- how often | 
will the pipe be changed? And I understand some places 


it would go underneath the river. Right now, like 


the governments spending how many millions:of dollar 


| 
7 
on the pipeline -- on this pipeline Inquiry and if 
the pipes spoil, it breaks, and it would be fisted 
again. Like if you had to fix all the pipes all the 
way along, how many miles, and how much will the 
government spend again? 

Even though they change the | 


pipes every so often, it will still spoil. 


We talk about the pipeline, 


If ‘there is a Bice tice: it will not be changed every | 
year and the water will spoil the pipe and it will 
spoil, if the oil or gas spill, then it will spoil 
all the land. Everything on the land and everthing 
in the water. 

Like this Mackenzie River is 
a strong river in the winter and in the springtime 
there's always water and you see there's creeks 
around the river, that all the creeks run into 


Mackenzie Piver and if the pipe breaks, gas or oil 


f 
will go on the land, then it will run into a lake 


and the river and whatever lives in the water, stays 
in the water, will get killed. And we know all that, 


this is why we are against the pipeline. 
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We talk about the -- you 
always talk about a pipeline in the hearing. The 
government must know or ‘he wants to know what the | 
native people of the north thinks about a pipe. He 
must know that something -- he must know something 
else besides a pipeline which the natives think about, 

All the people on the land | 
in the north talk about the pipeline and that I just | 
mentioned that the people must think about something | 
else that I wanted to say now. If the government | 
really want the gas or oil in the south, like all 
the people are against the pipeline, so what I want 
to say is why not build a railroad and have a train 
road so it can ship the gas south, you know, | 
so it would be just as good as the pipeline and then | 
the gas might go as fast as the pipeline. | 


Like I said,maybe we should | 
| 
| 


have a railroad instead of pipeline because the rail- 
road might not be as dangerous as the pipes, like if 
the train carries the gas orarasl and then if there is 
something wrong with the rail, then you could stop 
right there and wait until the -- not wait until, but 
it might be a gdod idea to have a railroad. The 
people have mentioned lots of things but this is one 
thing I haven't heard anybody mention aboutia railroa 
But a pipeline will spoil our land and then it might 


spoil all the people. 


If we -- not if we, but, 
we live on the rocks here and like I mentioned that 


sometimes the, or we heard that the pipe will be 
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buried in about eight feet deep and on the cold rocks | 
or in cold weather, the rocks will crack and if the 
pipe is there, it might not last very long in the 
winter, because it's.only half an inch pipe, which 

is dangerous in the rock country. It will break for 


sure. 





When we think about that, | 
Well, this is what I think about anyways, at least, 
So, the railroad might be okay for a pipeline, well 
I mean the railroad might be okay, but a pipeline is 
no good, This is what we, the native people think, 
because we live off the land and if the pipe ever 
breaks, it might not break only in one little place, 
The white people are okay because they got money 
and they can buy things from the store, and we the | 
native people, we live off the land,  ‘Thisiis why we | 
are concerned about” the land. | 


‘If the pipeline ever puts in 





and never goes through, theniwe won't live like our 
ancestors, like our fathers and their fathers and 
then their fathers and that would be so pitiful 

if a pipeline comes in. 

When the first government 
got to this lake, this Great Slave Lake, and came 
here with money and which ené9 Made a treaty with 
the native people, we didn't know what we signed 
the treaty for. We didn't know that ie Signed a 
treaty for our land. When the treaty was signed it 
was for the white and the native people to be friends 


and work together’ this is what we -- this is what 
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we've been told. This is why we got the money at that 


time. And then we thought that there won't be any law 


| 


like we live off the land and hunt for what we want 


and fish anytime we want, The fur we catch, there 


was no certain season or made any law, this is why we 


had the money, but, now if the pipeline comes through | 





then it would be just like -- just like we're in jail | 





we live off the land if:. all our fish, animals and 


fur all got killed with the pipeline. 

When we have a. meeting like 
this and we talk about things that we want to discuss 
about the things that we got on our mind. Now that 
we're here andthen talk about this pipelinee All the | 
people have spoken about a pipeline, and what they 
think about a pipeline, probably young people, older 
people, old women, and little kids. I'm pretty sure 
they spoke about their own land, what they think 
about their own land in the north. Like we're a 
native people and the white people who alli live 
together, we are cousins and if something happened 
to the pipeline, it's not going to only happen to the 
native people, it will happen to our cousins, like 
the white people. This is why we don't want to see 
our land to be spoiled, this is why all the native peopl 
are against the pipeline. 

Well we tetreaid: got very 
much time left, like we saidvoonly' till 12 o'clock 
and then we will talk, There's. lots of people who 


wants to speak, I think there's lots of people who 
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want to speak, so that's all for me tonight, but I 


will be speaking again probably tomorrow night if 


we're sitting again tomorrow, but for you people like 


he said, you are not going to run away, so we'll | 
probably meet again anyways, so it will be all for 
me tonight. 
I'd like to get the | 
couneillors if they want to say their speech. | 
THE COMMISSIONER: Chief, 
we'll come back tomorrow night if there are more 
people that want to speak tomorrow night. That's 
okay. Before we hear from the councillors I think 
I should tell you that there are people in Southern 
Canada, who agree with what you said about a rail- 


road, as a way of bringing the gas from the Arctic 


to the south. The Department of Transport carried 


out a study which said, that you could build a rail- 
road and you could bring the gas out in railroad cars | 
and there are -- there is a group called the Institut 
for Guided Ground Transport at Queens University in 
Ontario, that agrees with you too, but the companies 
that want to take the gas out, they want to build a 
pipeline, so that's why we're looking at the proposal 
to build a pipeline. 

None of the railroads have 
come forward and said, we want to build a railroad 
to the Arctic to bring the gas out and though people | 
agree with you that, not everybody, but there are 
some people who agree with you, that a railroad is a 


| 
} 
| 
way of bringing the gas out. The railroads aren't | 
| 
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prepared to go ahead and build a railroad and they're 
the only people who are in the business of building 
railroads. 

The National Energy Board has | 
the job of looking at the question whether a rer 
is a better way of transporting the gas than a pipe- 


line is and the National Energy Board will be holding | 


‘a hearing in Yellowknife on October 4th and it may be 


that they will consider that idea of a railroad then. 
I know this must sound 
terribly complicated, but that's the way these things 
are considered and it's really not my job to consider 
whether a railroad is the best means. 
THE INTERPRETER: He's just 


asking me that will there be another Inquiry like 


this, you know, just to translate the -- what they 


| 
| 
say like native language? | 
‘THE COMMISSIONER: Well I 
got to tell you I don't know. I'm sorry. But I'm | 
sure they will. I think what I should do Chief, to 
be, so that there's no, I will have the -- what you 
said about a railroad has been taken down on tape 
and will be typed up, so that it will be in a, -- 
there'll be a record of what you've said and I will 
send that to Mr. Stabback who is chairing 
the Energy Boards panel and make sure that it comes 
to his attention, I've. said enough and if we can hear | 
from the other members of the Council. 
THE INTERPRETER: He says I've 


said enough too. 
(WITNESS ASIDE) 
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ANTOINE LISKE: Sworn 
THE INTERPRETER: 


Counsellor Antoine Liske. 


about a pipeline and we the native people, we know 


I'd like to speak a little of my mind. We are talking 
| 
| 
| 
the land and we live in the rock country here. We | 


like to know whether it's going to be in the 


Rockies or amongst the mountains, which side of the | 


| 


mountains and what kind what kind of a land it is 





going to go through, if the pipeline is going to come 
through. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Well 





the pipeline will come down the east side of the 
Mackenzie... River but it will be on the west side of 


the mountains that -- that are beyond the river. It 


will cross the river south of Fort Simpson under the 
river, They intend to bury the pune Sene under the | 
river, and one of the companies , Foothills intends to | 
build a pipeline that will come around the north | 


side of Great Slave Lake to bring gas to Yellowknife 





and Rae. The main pipeline will proceed into Alberta 





and it won't go through the Rockies, it is on the eas 


side of the Rockies and then it goes across Canada, 


where these pipelines are going? 

MR. BURRELL: Yes. 

THE INTERPRETER: What about 
the creeks, will they go underneath the creeks or 
go over the creeks? Cause in the winter-time in. the 
north, there is lots of overflow, like creeks and it 


across the Prairies and across Ontario. Is that 
| 
| 
it's cold weather in the winter-time and those ice 
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cracks too, so if the ice cracks, probably the pipe 
will crack too. | 

What about if the pipe comes 
LEO Ss going to come through if it meets a long lake| 
how will they cross it, will they go around it or | 
across it? Because in the cold weather, you know, 
the lakes freeze too, but it doesn't freeze over all | 
the way to the bottom, it freezes so many down and 


there's always water underneath to the ground. So 


how are they going to do this? 





And then when we think about 
this pipeline, you know, then, when we think about a 
pipeline we know it's dangerous for us, all the nativ 
people know that it's dangerous for the people. This, 
is why we -- (Power Failure) | 

THE COMMISSIONER: Okay. 

THE INTERPRETER: Yeah, excuse 
me, *I°’thought <=<ri think I went as far as the- - 

MR. STEEVES: I think he's 


talking about lakes. 





THE COMMISSIONER: Crossing 
lakes. ? 

THE INTERPRETER: Yeah, well 
like you said, the -- what about the long lakes, how 


will they cross it, will they go around it and then 


will they go right through, because in the cold -- 

i 
even though its a cold weather, the lakes, they only | 
freeze so many feet and then it's water underneath. 


| 
Well he wants to know how will they cross it? So | 
we know we live in the cold weather, this is why we 

| 
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don't want to see the pipeline come through because 
it will spoil our land but, we agree that we like to 
see the railroad instead of a pipeline. | 
THE COMMISSIONER: Do you 
want these gentlemen to answer about the creeks now 
or do you want to wait until you're -- do you want 
them to wait till your finished? | 
THE INTERPRETER: When we talk | 
about this pipeline we don't know because never on | 
our land has this pipeline ever built, so this is ~ 
we want to know and this is why we're asking nent 
Whether the pipeline will be above the ground or will 
it be buried. This is why we are asking questions. 
We live on the rocks here | 


and there's some animals lives_on the land too. What 





will happen if you meet the rocks or the mountain 
and some animal lives on the mountain? What will 
happen if the pipelines going to go through the 


mountain or how are you going to go through the 





mountain? This is what we wanted to know also. 

Like the lands are not all 
the same, some places there's rocks, some places 
probably good soil, but some places there's lots 
of swamps, what will happen if they go through the 
swamps? Like you see the poles, like the light poles 
some place they're in the swamps and like in the 
wintertime, it freezes and thnit thaws again-and you 


probably notice that the poles get leaning to one | 
side, like now because of the land freezing in the 


wintertimesr. and then it heaves up you know so like the 
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pipes, if they go through the heaves like that, and 
then in the wintertime: probably moves the ice or the 
land and then if the pipe moves, they could probably | 
break the pipe there too. 

In the spring time or like | 
when you cross the river, there is always the strona 


water and the water is really strong, so if you have 


the pipe underneath or somehow you cross it you know, | 


you probably break the pipes too. 


Like we know the land, that 


they're not all level, some places you know get higher, | 





some places gets low, that's why we, you know, this | 
is why we talk about land and this is why all the | 
people that talks <pout the pipeline that they don't | 
want to see the pipeline go through. That's why we | 
know that land and then this is why we talk about it, 
so he says there's some people who has to speak, so 
this: is all. I) want to say. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
councillor. Let me just say something 
about this, and then we'll ask these two gentlemen 


to say something too. 





You said that | 


this is a cold country and the ground heaves when it 





freezes. Well that's something that the engineers | 





who work for these two companies have spent a lot of 
time studying and they are very good engineers and 
they've come to the Inquiry, and they have::said, the 
ground will heave but that it won't cause the pipe- 


line to break. The -- that's the view that the 
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1| pipeline campanies and their engineers have expressed. | 
2 | There has been a man who has came to the WAtutbs who | 
i has told us, that the heave will be much greater than | 
4 | the campanies predict, that is Dr. Williams of BaP Torn | 
5 | University and the Scott Polar Institute. He says, 

6 | the ground will heave five times more than the pipe- 

7 | line companies predict and if that happens, they won't | 
8 | “be able to build this pipeline and bury it beneath 

i the ground. | 

10} I just want you to know sir, | 

LI that the Inquiry is considering the problem that 

22 you've raised, relating to the heave that is caused 

13 by freezing in this northern country. 

14 Maybe you'd translate that 
I<, age ahr Tobie and then we'll see if you gentlemen want | 
all: add anything. eee summarizing Mr. Burrell, the 

17 | evidence that was given in phase 1. I should add 

18 | that this will be the -- if it is built, it will be | 

25 |i the first pipeline buried in perma-frost anywhere 

al mr the world’. 

Be Before we go on, Mr. Steeves 

22 | and Mr. Burrell, if you want to add anything, please 

23 go ahead, I'm -- 

24 | MR. STEEVES: I want to say | 

25 | this, you speak of two concerns, you say river vests 

26 | and you say frost heave. Arctic Gas agrees with vouy 

27 | that those are very special problems and very difficult 
| 

2a | problems and they accept that Arctic Gas must under- 

29 | stand as much as you or other people of the north 





| 
at understand about frost heave and about rivers and 
| 
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crossing them, but must understand more, they must 
understand how to build a pipeline through then, 
before they can go ahead. That's one of the things 
Mr. Justice Berger has to decide, whether or not 
the pipeline understands and that's one of things 
as well, that the N.F.B., the National Energy 
Board must study on and decide. Does the pipeline 
‘know enough about river crossings? Does the pipe- 
line know enough about frost heave? 

THE INTERPRETER: He's just 
asking a question about the land, because the land 
is not. all . the same level and they're not the same 
like some rocks and swamps and some other -- this is 
why we just wanted oto tell the crowd, to let the crowd | 
knows what kind of a hearing we're having here. | 


THE COMMISSIONER: Did you 





want to add anything about those problems Mr. Burrel1/? 
‘MR.. BURRELL: Well, as the 
councillor said, they were concerned about, and as 
Mr. Tobie was saying, that concerned about a crossinc 
of creeks and how they'd avoid lakes or going 
through mountains and swamps and the pipeline compan‘ 
when it looks at building a pipeline, not only here 
but everywhere, looks at how it can avoid these area 
because the pipeline company wants to put the pipe- 
line in a location that it will be as safe as see 
Now, it means though ehak it can't avoid all these | 
areas and it's necessary for it to cross rivers ae 
occasionally and when they do cross rivers, there's | 


a special design made of the pipeline and the pipe- | 
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line is buried well below the surface of the river 
bottom, so that the strong flow of water won't wash 
the pipeline out and it's put in, in a safe manner. 

Now as far asgoing through 
swamps, you mentioned that it could rise up and 
there are weights put on the pipes to keep the pipe 
stable and you mentioned earlier about corrosion or 
‘rusting of the pipe. The pipe is coated with tar 
and a special coating to keep the water away from 
the pipe, so that it doesn't rust, but the pipeline 
has the same concerns that you have. It wants to 
put the pipe in as safe a location as it's possible 
to do and those areas whereit's difficult it makes 
special provisions to minimize those difficulties. 

THE INTERPRETER: He's just 
saying that we'd just like to know about these 
questions eee a ask. 

‘THE COMMISSIONER: Well 
that's fine. 

(WITNESS ASIDE) 

ISADORE TSETTA: Sworn 

THE INTERPRETER: This is 
Isadore Tsetta. You probably had the community 
hearings in 24 other Brey ee and now this is the 
hastcone here; 

You probably heard all the 
people in communities saa I don't think anybody told 
you yes, we agree with the pipeline because it's 
going to be good for us. When those people don't 


agree the pipeline we don't agree -- we don't -~- we | 
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think the same thing, we don't agree with the pipe- 
line. 

If the pipeline comes 
through, we know, like we're sitting here, we know 


how many things are going to be destroyed. 


When the pipeline will come | 


through, or if it gets in construction, sure there 


‘will be lots of money, but, and also there will be 


lots of problem with it. 


When all the people say that! 


we don't want a pipeline, once a person say, they 
all agree with a problem they see, it shouldn't be 
broken, their talks. 

If the pipeline goes on 
construction, it will go someplace and then may be 
someday it will come to our land here too. 


Like you see in town here 


in Yellowknife, there isn't that much of jobs here | 


but there's lots of people, lots of people got prob- 
lems, not only by disease. 
When we, the native people 


say something, not only one town or not only in one 


village, all the Northwest Territories. If they know 


like they say, there's going to be a problem, if one 
person says that and we know it and then we agree 
with one person about a problem, and the pipeline 
when it's finished construction and sitting there, 
it's not going to sit free without catching fire. 

We know and we see that the 


forest fire gets in, like on the land, it doesn't 
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only burn one area every summer, it burns so many 
different areas every year. 

We know that the fire and | 
the gas, even though if the fire gets the gas, we 
know how it's going to spoil and how big of a destroy 
it's going to make. This is what we knew, this is 


why we know, this is why we've been talking about 


that. 


Even right now I see Con 
mine right across here and then even though there's 
no pipe here you know, if we catch a fish in a lake 
there, there's always oil taste. 

THE COMMISSIONER: There's | 
always what? | 


THE INTERPRETER: Oily. That}s 


why all the native people and the people that live 





in the north here, they talk about this pipeline, | 
what kind of a problem it will give, so this is why | 
we got that on our mind too. | 
Like I said, if anybody wanté 
to speak about the pipeline, I don't think anybody 
will tell you the pipeline is good. It might be a 


| 
better idea to get the train or railroad instead of | 


then. 


a pipeline. We think that might not be much problem 
| 
Like now across the lake to | 


Hay River, there's a railroad from the south which 
is along so many miles that they went through and 


from here to here to Yellowknife it's not that far 


from ~— it's not the same lenath from where thev eee Ale Ae 
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When we talk about the pipelinel, 


one of these days if it breaks, it will spoil or kill| 


our fish, our fur, our animals that lives out in the 
bush and which we don't like to see that happen. 
That's why we talk about this so many times. 

On this earth, he says, 
everything you see, one of these days, it will spoil. 

The forest fire has been 
through the bush, we know for sure that the caribou 
doesn't go back there to feed, so once the bush is 
burned, then it's just as good as waste. And if 
the pipe breaks and if the oil or gas flow on the 
land, all around how far the gas flows or oil flows, 
we don't think the animals will go to there and live 
there. 

That's all I want to say 
for now, but, so some other people want to say some- 
thing, so that will be all for me. | 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
sir. (WITNESS :ASIDE) 

MICHEL NOEL: Sworn 

THE INTERPRETER; As he's 
been travelling on the native land, and probably 


government said to find out what about the native 


people on the land that live in the north, so this is'| 


why the government probably hired you, that's why you 

come to listen tec all the native people in the north. 
We native people, we are not the 

rich people, that's why we depend on the land, what- 


ever is on the land, we live by it. That's why when 


| 
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we talk about our land, when we say, our land, we 
tive’ on’ 21t) that’ Ss’ why < 

Our food is on the land 
and whenever we want to work, on this land and get 
the things we want, and then we work. Now you guys 
want to do something on this land, that's why you 
talk about it and work on it, so this is why if we're) 


‘going to talk about it, we think we should talk about’ 





TE"too% 

This job you--this program 
you're talking about, it's a big thing and if you 
know that it's really important to have that, then 


we should work together and then find out -- you 


see, this is on our land, so we should tell you 
how it should be done, if it's going to happen. 
All the people talk about 
is pipeline, they =e we know it's not good for us 
and for the land also, because if it comes through 


on the land it’will spoil our land, so we agreed iand 


} 


talked about this. Maybe the railroad would be bette 
than the pipeline, because we think the railroad 
might not spoil as bad as the pipeline. 

We ,the people who live in | 
the north here, we live off the land and we love our | 
land, so when we think about this pipeline, we don't 
agree that we should have the pipeline built, because 
we know it's going to spoil the big Lariay but, if we | 
have the railroad, then it wouldn't -- it might not | 
spoil as bad as the pipeline. | 


Before the white man came to 
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this land here, even around here, not too far around | 
here, we used to kill a moose and even the caribou | 
comes down here, so we don't usually go out too far. | 
But after the white man came, they brought all the | 
machineries, like the bulldozers and airplane, which | 
makes lots of noise. When the moose or caribou hear that, 


| 
they don't come around. Like you should understand | 
| 


even that, even though it's not a pipeline and it's 


not as big a construction as the pipeline will be, 
but it doesn't get any moose or caribou anymore down 
here. 

In the older days, we don't 
see a forest fire like we do now, that's why in the 
old days, we used to live good by fur and the food 


like caribou moose, but in the springtime or in the 





summertime when we get the forest fire now, that 
burns all the animals and the fur. That's why we 


don't live as good as we used to. 





Like when we talk about this 
gas, all the people in the north here, we know 
that we all live on the land and if the gas we're 
talking about, we think it's going to spoil our land. 
This is why we don't want to see the pipeline come 


through. 


Like when we talk about its 


~ 





gas, it's not that we don't want gas, it's that. 
the only thing that we don't want a fois hie All 
we want is a railroad instead of a pipeline, so we | 
hope that’ the government agrees with us. 


| 
| 
That's all I wanted to say, | 
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so there's other people that want to speak anyway, 
so that's all I have to say. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 





Mr. Noel. (WITNESS ASIDE) 


PETER LISKE: Sworn 

THE WITNESS: 

Ladies and gentlemen, I'll 
do it in English and then I'll translate it myself. | 


Mr. Berger, my name is Peter 





Liske, I have lived in Yellowknife for eight years. 
I was born in the settlement of Fort Rae. Raised 
at Fort Rock, went to school in Fort Smith and Fort 
Simpson and have worked at variety of jobs here in 
Yellowknife. 

I am close to my people. 
I know their ways, how they think, what their feelings 


*~ 


are about the idea of the pipeline and land claims 


| 
and resource development, and how these things will | 
affect us. I have listened to the statements made ue 
the people along the Mackenzie River for the past ae 
years in the context of Dene --history, past, presen 
and future. 
We are now in the last stage 

of the Inquiry and this is the last chance for the 

people to express their views. I would like 
now to express my views on the Dene people and the 
pipeline. 


{ 
The Dene people are all 
‘) 


saying, "This is our land, this is our home. 


The pipeline has not even 


been built in the Northwest Territories and already 
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development has affected the people in this area. 


What the Dene people are saying is, no development 


like the proposed pipeline until a land settlement is 


made with the native people. 

The pipeline will destory 
the natural environment for our people. They are 
living off the land, along the Mackenzie River. 
Everyone knows that caribou and birds will change 
their complete migration route rather than go near 
any manmade obstacle. 

Mr. Berger, you must be 
aware that the people of Detah Village and Latham 
Island, what you call Rainbow Valley, are already 
affected by the arsenic coming from the two mines 
operating in this area, Con and Giant Mine. 

Although the native people 
are living near the capital of the Northwest Terri- 
tories, and in the vicinity of two of the richest 


gold mines in Canada, people of this area are not 


receiving any benefits, nor are they able to sit down 


and discuss the problems created by the two mines 
over the years. The people of Detah have no jobs, 
other than hunting, fishing and trapping for their 
Living. 

Before the white man came, 
the old people have said, we live by hunting and 
trapping, but now there are too many promoters and 
developers seeking riches from our land. Much has 
changed and will continue to change unless, we the 


Dene, prepare ourselves for education, social and 
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economic development and political control. 

Too often in the past, we 
have been forced to adjust to change that was 
beyond our control, but now more and more of our 
people are saying, enough is enough. 

This situation has been 


allowed to exist and there have been no plans for 


people and I feel that the same situation will occur 
in the Mackenzie Valley should a pipeline be allowed 
to be built before land claims are settled. 


The young people are be- 


co-operation with and compensation to the local “| 
| 


coming aware of what has happened in the past to 
their parents and grandparents and what has been lost| 
to them and what they have to fight to gain back that 
control. Even today, the native people have very | 
little understanding of the situation. They do not 
understand development and its effects on the people, | 
nor can they express their feelings of frustration | 
and our fear of what we'll do to their way of life. 
At this time, I would like 
to say, that you have played an important role as 
a good listener and hopefully your recommendations 
will be of great value to all people of the north, 


but, I urge you, Mr. Berger, to caution the people 





~ 


in Ottawa to think very carefully to weigh the effects 
of a pipeline, to seek consultation with the native 
people, to take their advice on all matters before 
making any decision. Our existence could very well | 


depend on whatever Ottawa decides. 
| 
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The Dene people are saying, 
no development like the proposed pipeline until a 
land settlement is made with the native people. 
0 I will support this statement 
until such time that the Government of Canada sits down with the 
Dene leaders to discuss their land claims. | 


I would like to thank you 


presentation. (WITNESS ASIDE) 
THE COMMISSIONER: Thank 


your Mr. Liske. I wonder if you'd let us keep your 





written statement so it will be part of the perm- 
anent record of the Inquiry? 
(STATEMENT MARKED AS EXHIBIT C661) 

JOE MARTIN, Sworn: 

THE INTERPRETER: This is | 
Joe Martin. Tonight we gather here. In the past 
we used to gather and have a small meeting, talking | 
about tak y pee like laws, and about the hunting and 
all this, but tonight we're sitting here and talking 
about our feelings, what we feel about a pipeline, 
and this is very important. This is a big meeting 
now, we're having. 

When we think about, when 
we Dene people, we don't think the same, we don't 
talk the same and this pipeline we're talking about 
is, it's very dangerous. It's like when' you think about 
it, we know that's it's very dangerous, but, yet, if 
you put it through, it's just like murdering the 


people. Like he said, if you know a person who wants 
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to murder you with a gun or a knife, it is just the 
same. Because where the gas is and then if you make 
a pipeline, all along the route, if the pipe every 
busts and then this earth would not be the same and | 
then also the people won't be as much the people like| 
it is now. Not only the people, not only the land; 
all the animals that lives on the land. | 
When we talk about this 
pipeline, it is something very dangerous, that's why 
we think about our land and talk about our land, 
how we love our land. We live on this land, but, me ,| 
I got the bus here that I use and sometimes I think | 
about it, that I don't want to be a bus driver all 
my life and some white people, they tell me that if 
you still have a bus by ten years time, then you 
have lots of money. But when I think about this 
lots of money, I don't want to be that rich. Even 
though I won't be rich, but yet I would like to 
go back in the bush and live off the land. What's | 
on the land like birds, animals, fish, that's what 
we like to live on, that's why one of these days, 
I always think that I want to get back to the bush. 
You probably heard about 
the older people, about their past, how good they | 
used to live off the land. There was plenty of | 
animals, birds, fish, These older people and our | 
parents that live like that, they brought us up with | 
all the animals in the bush,. bush and I mean the | 
caribou and the moose and the fish and ducks in the 


summer time. Living here in Detah our parents used 
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to shoot caribou, just right at the point here. That 


| 


} 


was before the mine came. I remember when I was 
young. Lots of things to live on. I see this 

Giant mine, there's -- there used to be a good blue- 
berry picking, so there's a couple of old ladies that 
told me that -- well they told me a story about how 


they found that gold there. So one time they were 


‘picking berries, so they were down there and one old 


lady, her name was Liza, she said that she found a 
good rock, so she showed it to one of the white men. 
So the white man asked her, where did you get 
this rock from? Well, the old lady told him that 
if I tell you where I found this, would you give me 
something and the white man said sure, I'll give you | 
something. Well the old lady said, okay, I need 
three stove pipes. So the old lady got three stove | 
pipes» So the old lady got three stove pipes and | 
the white man, they got a mine there, how many milliops 
of dollars they are making out ofthat mine there now? | 
Like this old lady, she's 

our cousin, Now she gives this rock to a white man, | 
it's a big mine right now, and which the mine is | 
getting rich and now this old lady, she died,when | 


she was about 100 years old when she died, and she's | 





buried over here. Now those mines, they should think) 
about these three stove pipe and then like she is | 
buried here but she hasn't got not éven a fence 
around her grave. When you think about this three 


stove pipe and the gold, those mines they should give) 


this old lady a gold fence on her grave, which maybe 
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they don!:t know where she is buried, that's why, 
Maybe that's why, but, we're here tonight not to 
talk about gold, but yet we have to mention about 
what we think. | 

In the past, we know that 
and then we heard that some people ask us, Dene, to 


ask the mines, why don't you ask them for money? 


“We don't want money, all we want is what things is 


on our land, we don't want our land to be spoiled, 
which we like to live on our lands tMThisis why we 
don't really want money from the land. 

When we talk about our land, 
we love to live off the land, that's why we talk abou 
our land. Even though I got a bus about since 1973. 
Last winter I went out trapping because I know it's 
a good country for where I used to go and that's 
where I went back last winter. There's two lakes 
there, every winter a caribou used to go over there 
and when I got there, the one lake there, there was 
only just green all around, but now one of them 
has just been burned, the forest fire has been there. 
So when I was there last winter, the further lake 
that I used to see caribou, that was the one that 
burnt, around that lake there, so when I was there 
last winter, below that lake, there was another lake 
there. That's where I got some caribou last winter. 
So this forest fire, the fire-fighters don't really 
care to put a fire out, which is not like last 
summer or the summer here, you can hardly see from 


the smoke sometimes. In the past I used to be a 
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fire-fighter and that's a few years ago, I think it 
was 1973. One time I was fighting fire, I saw two 
moose got killed by a fire and one of them was still | 
alive and when we got near it, we saw that the moose | 
was still alive but the eye was burned. It was | 
cooked. And one time I saw a young moose that's 
been through a fire and just sitting in the burn 
‘and the mother got away, so the mother swam away. 


Then another time there's some fire-fighters, they 


Saw a couple of martens _ that were sitting on a tree | 





and the tree got fire, so both of themgot killed. | 
No, one of them got killed and the other one was--one 
eye burned, so the other one was still alive. And 


one time there was a squirrel, a squirrel just came 





right out and then while it came out -- the ground | 
was burning when it came out, so half the body was | 
just all cooked and that's how it's killed. | 

‘Not only the one we know, | 
what about the other forest fires, that the Piast ty | 
| 


don't put it out? What about all the animals that's | 





all been killed? 

After that, we fought a | 
| | 
fire again for about a month that's past the Taltheilei 


Narrows and that was muskeg that has been burning 


| 
for one whole month. And we know it burned about 
8 feet deep, so we stayed there for one whole month 
but yét, we couldn't put it out. So what we 

did is, there was rocks around it, it's a long ways | 


around, so it's only mostly rock, so we cleared all 


the rocks around it and then there was three other 
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J. Martin ) 
people went there and then we told them to look after 
it, not to get the fire jumped to the other place | 
again. 

Now talking about the | 
pipeline, if the pipeline goes ahead, I don't het 
know how deep the pipe will be in the ground but, 
if the pipe gets on the muskeg like that, and if the 


“fire doesn't go out for a month, like it did, well 


every day, the pipe will get hot and then hotter 


I know this summer that we didn't have no rain for 


| 
every day and some day, it might just bust. Like 
at least a month and if a fire gets near the pipelin 


| 


and gets on top of the pipe and then it will be 
really dangerous, so I'm just telling you about this, 
how deep the fire was burning, when the ground was 
burning, it's about 8 feet deep. 


This is all I want to say, 


is that what I saw in the past about a forest fire, 
is what I wanted to tell you, that's why, so this is 


all I have to say. 


| 
(WITNESS ASIDE) | 
THE COMMISSIONER: Thank | 


you.Mr. Martin. Chief, I'm -- if there are quite | 
a few more people that want to speak, then maybe | 
we should adjourn now and come back tomorrow night, 

that's whatever you and the other people want to do, | 
but, I have to, these people have to take all their | 
equipment back to Yellowknife so we can hold a hearin 
there in the morning, so maybe it would be better if | 
we stopped now and came back tomorrow night at 


8 oe clock, 
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CHIEF JOE CHARLO: 

THE INTERPRETER: Yes, maybe. 
there's lots of people that wants to speak, but | 
it's kind of late now anyway, so I agree with you. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Okay, 
well let me just thank you, the people who spoke 
tonight, because I learned something from each one 
of you and we'll come back tomorrow night at 8 o'clo¢} 
and hear from the rest of the people in Detah that-- 
and the people from Latham Island too that want to 


speak at this hearing. 


| 
We'll adjourn then and be | 
| 
back at 8 o'clock tomorrow night. | 


(PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED UNTIL AUGUST 26, 1976) 
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MACKENZIE VALLEY PIPELINE INQUIRY 


IN THE MATTER OF APPLICATIONS BY EACH OF 

(a) CANADIAN ARCTIC GAS PIPELINE LIMITED FOR A 
RIGHT-OF-WAY THAT MIGHT BE GRANTED ACROSS 
CROWN LANDS WITHIN THE YUKON TERRITORY AND 

i THE NORTHWEST TERRITORIES, and 

ii | (6b) FOOTHILLS PIPE LINES LTD. FOR A RIGHT-OF-WAY 

A 

4 





WITHIN THE NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 


FOR THE PURPOSE OF A PROPOSED MACKENZIE VALLEY PIPELI 


a 

" and 

; IN THE MATTER OF THE SOCIAL, ENVIRONMENTAL AND 

a ECONOMIC IMPACT REGIONALLY OF THE CONSTRUCTION 
OPERATION AND SUBSEQUENT ABANDONMENT OF THE ABOVE 
; PROPOSED PIPELINE 

rr 


F (Before the Honourable Mr. Justice Berger, Commissioner) 


August 26, 1976. 
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| myself, I'm a young man. I'm only 35 years old and I'm 


Detah, N.W.T. 
August 26, 1976 


Chief Joe Charlo 
Fred Betsina 


(PROCEEDINGS RESUMED PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT) 
(JOE TOBIE, RESUMED AS INTERPRETER) 

THE COMMISSIONER: Ladies and: 
gentlemen, I'll call our hearing to order and we'll spend | 
our time this evening listening to the people who still 
have something to say, so I think we're open for business. 

(INTERPRETER TRANSLATES ABOVE) | 

CHIEF JOE CHARLO, resumed: 

THE INTERPRETER: He said, this 


opening of the hearing here, this is the last evening so 


| anybody who wants to make their presentation, they're free 


to do so. Whether it's going to be the old -- the old and 


' the young, it's up to the people who want to speak. I said 


my speech last night but this is the last night so I want 


| to say something but I'll wait until the end of the evening | 


(WITNESS ASIDE) | 

FRED BETSINA, resumed: | 

THE WITNESS: Mr. Berger, tin | 

a Dene person right here in Detah village and I've tehed 
to a lot of the Inquiry here, you know, and I've listened | 
to the Inquiry in uptown there too and I haven't been up 
to the Mackenzie Delta or nothing and when I listen to my 


people, what they say, you know, like my Chief, what he 


said last night, I listened to that too, yoy know. And 


| the people don't want the pipeline going through. Like 


thinking about my kids. I've got children 
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myself and the I don't like to see pipeline -- I'm 


not saying I don't like to see it going through. Sure, | 


| 


} 


it will be good in the future for my kids, yes, but 
that 48 inches of pipeline that you want to go through, 


| 

I don't want to see that 48 inches going through. | 
| 

How in the hell is a caribou | 


going to jump over that 40 inch -- I mean 48 | 
inches of pipeline? How's he going to jump over StBagd 
the caribou can't jump over more than 12 inches, I 
know. I've trapped and hunted them a lot of times. 

You see a windfall fall down, 
the caribou doesn't jump over it, he goes around it and 


| 
the moose will go overcross, but the caribou doesn't 





do that you know, he's got to go around it and that's 
one thing I don't want to see 12 the pipeline going | 
through there now. 

Another thing, I don't want 
to see the pipeline because I want the land settlement 


claims settled before I see it. You must have heard 


that many times already. You must have heard it many 





times, and there's another thing, there's us Indians. 
We got no money in the bank, nothing. The only money 
we got in the bank is the cash out in the bush, the 
cash. What do you mean, cash in the ees What is 
taken out of the bush. We getour che wenese and fish is 

the cash. That's only -- that's what you call a bank 
here and that's why one thing I don't Balle! to see there-— 
going through there is the: pipeline. 

That's all I'll say now, 


thank you. 
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5 people are here to discuss about their land and the 
«6 (Pipeline. Whoever wants to say something, it is up to 


7 ithe individual. We're not going to tell you to speak up. 


I 








ome here and sit down, and sit on the chair and speak up. 
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Chief Joe Charlo 
J. Tobie | 


THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you sir 





(WITNESS ASIDE) 
CHIEF JOE CHARLO, resumed: 


THE INTERPRETER: He says the| 


So the chair is free there. 





(WITNESS ASIDE) 
JOF TOBIE, resumed: 


THE WITNESS: It looks like 


somebody's waiting for me and so I might as well do my 
little presentation now. I was waiting for later, but 
while we're waiting maybe I should make my little 


presentation here. 


My name is Joe Tobie and I 


work for C.B.C. and I've travelled with the Inquiry, south, 


north, west and east. I've learned about this pipeline, | 
what the people say, and I've learned from all of them. | 
Some for a pipeline and some against the pipeline. | 


Like we were down in the south 
and the people say, why don't we wait for so many years. 
Like, the people study the pipeline and they got a 


pipeline already, gas and oil and the people say, the 


ones that study the gas and the oil, they say we 
could wait for 300 years, why the rush now? Well, the | 
gas, we might need it in the future, but maybe we should 


fix ‘ussvaevland. claim(first.z 
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understand that he signed his name -- or not sign his 


| English, but the translator must have made a mistake. 


J. Tobie 


Sure, we got gas in the 
Northwest Territories, like we Dene, we got gas in 


the Northwest Territories. It's going to come out 


of our land one of these days and it will -- okay, there 
was something else here. Like, the old people talk | 


about the past and I agree with them, they don't want this 





thing to be changed. What they mean is live off the land | 
the way they lived off the land. It's a free land. | 


They got no -- if they're late then they're going to 





pay their own -- their fines to nobody. But right now, the 
things are changing slowly, but who's to blame? | 
I don't know. | 

Like in the past, we have 
been to community hearings, people say, sure, the first | 
treaty the government promised and Dene Chiefs say, Okay, | 
the river runs and the sun risesand sets, but it seems to me | 
right now, the river's going to run backwards now if the 
Pipeline comes through. 

There's one thing I 
haven't heard in the community hearings, the Chiefs 
they say sure, the first treaty. It was the first treaty 
ar thar seine. ot tniak 1c was 192i, i'm not. too, sure bur 
that's what I heard. When the first Chief 


signed the treaty and said, well, he didn't 


name, but he made an "X" anyway. Commissioner Conroy told 


him that this is what he probably explained to him in 


This is why nobody understands what the white man said 
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Joe Tobie 8390 | 


and what the Dene said. So, this is why nobody understand: 


It seems like that anyways, right now. 
Well, at that time no Dene, 


like the Chief, the head men, they didn't know what the 





cash is, they don't know what the money is. Like today | 
we say dollars and cents, and they don't know about | 
the development, what is going to develop, like today 
is now. 

Well, in those days, the nativ 
people, they want to live off the land, nevermind being 
rich, as long as they're free on the land, as long 
as they're not hungry they're free and satisfied. That/s 
why today no Dene in the Northwest Territories has any 
construction or not Dene -- not one of Dene has got 


any development at all. All they want is a free land. 


| 
| 
| 
Their land is their bank, or I should say our, it's 
our land, our bank sinywiaye! | 

| Like now in the Yellowknife | 
Bay here, there's two mines, just right out of our | 
doorstep. When they first found that gold there in 
Yellowknife, there was a couple of old ladies that 
found gold, well, they don't know nothing abobut dollars 
and cents at that time, so what they did is, they trade 
for something which I don't know. 

Since then, the two mines 

got on, SO, probably those two mines are rich now and 
another thing is here, like the -- I want to say some~ | 
thing about this capital city in the Northwest deeritoriad 


| 


too. | 
Like we own Detah here, just | 
/ 
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Joe Tobie 


the village here, all the native people here. We've 
been here before the town of Yellowknife or city of 
Yellowknife. All the native -- all the Dene, we say 
this is our land and that's true, but what happened 
is the Minister of Indian Affairs, does he know this 
is what we're going to say in the future? I don't 
think he knew that we were going to say this. 

I got to go back to the city 
now again. What happened in 1970's, I think, Northern 
Affoire Minister ,,~Anthur Laing nobody invited the | 
Chief or councillors.to their.banquet I think, I think 
it was a banquet, anyways, when he made the speech 


there, I just heard him on the radio. At that time 


he was -~ there was a capital of the Northwest Territories 


in Fort Smith. Without telling your native Chiefs or 
Dene Chief, look you leaders, this is what we want, 
why didn't he say that at that time. Without telling 
the Chiefy, I heard him facie radio and said, we need 
a capital, we need a government in the Northwest 
Territories. I heard him on the radio one time, so, 
in about two or three years later the Territorial 


government is here. 


Well, before any white skinned 


people or person that was in this Yellowknife Bay, 
there was all the Dene people here. They live off the | 
land, have good water, have good food from the lakes 


and this is where all the Dene people is... Well, before 
the white man came, I don't know if they called this 
where we live here in the north, I don't know if 


they called this the Northwest Territories at all. 
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I think maybe that came from some government, I guess. 


Well, the government should 
think about this -- yes, the government should think 
about this you know, why didn't we tell the Chief that 
we're going to have a capital city :+in the Northwest | 
Territories and where it's going to be. Well, at that | 


time I don't -- maybe the Chief would have told -- 





I mean, maybe the Minister would have told the Chief, 
but maybe the Chief wouldn't understand, what would 
that mean, the capital? 


SO, anyway, at that time, 





when the goverment, I mean the Minister made his speech, 


the Minister of Indian Affairs,that was Arthur Laing 





and the year or three years after it was the government 
of the Northwest Territories Bd Yellowknife. I think 
that was 1969, I think, and now there's still aiiciedrimenk 
here and yet, the government, they say -- they probably 
say that we're going to ad this and then they just 
go ahead and do it without telling the Chief and the 


Band Councillors not having a meeting with them. 





Like now, our doorstep here, a city,which they call 
Yellowknife city now. The highrises rising, this is 
going on,just,like day by day. They don't bother 


asking Dene Chief. I was just thinking, well, this is 


Denes land, they should at least tell the people or 
Dene Chief or Band Councillor and say, rae is what 
we want to do, what do you think? At least they 

should say that, but no one has said that. Why? | 
Because the Territorial Government moved up to the north 


and they have their own goyncillors Which they call | 
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the Territorial Councillors now, and they make a 


regulation,we've got to do this, how much money is going 


to be spent in a year? Well, sure they're going to 
spend money, yes, but at least they should tell Dene 
Chief and the councillors what do you think, we're 


| 
going to do this. Why don't they tell the people, 
| 


because they know this is Dene's land, but yet, no, 
they don't, they just go ahead and do it. 

Now, we probably keep saying 
this for I don't know how long, but just like to 
probably -- like the little dog tied up there, barking | 
and barking. 

| Well, I'm just saying this 
because I'm just doing this for a pastime:-, but there's| 
one more thing I should bring up here, which I got a | 
little paper today. | 

Like we say this is our land, 
and I was talking about the capital city and they do 
their own regulations without telling us like I said. 
Like today I was parking my truck. Yes, I parked my 
truck because I was going to be gone about a half an 
hour but I was gone 45 minutes. When I got back to | 
my truck I got a ticket and it was just going to cost 
me three dollars. Just before I was going to say 
this I talked to them and said, this is wine I'm going | 
to say, I said, I'm going to talk to -- I'm going to | 
make my speech on the Berger Inquiry tonight, so I | 


said I'm going to show this to Berger, how do you | 


feel about it? He said, go ahead, do it. | 
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Joe Tobie & Joe Sanqris 


Anyway he said, you pay 
three dollars or else seven days in jail, -- I'll 
talk to Berger. 

Anyway, can I translate this 
now? 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
very much Mr. Tobie. 
| (WITNESS ASIDE) 

JOE SANGRIS, sworn: 

THE INTERPRETER: Yes my 
friends, we're here to speak of our minds ~-- 

THE COMMISSIONER: Excuse me, 
his name? 

THE INTERPRETER: I'm sorry, 
yes, this is Joe Sangris. | 

Yes my friends, this is what 
we're here to speak of .our mind. It's not only for 
today but for the firmieapwit''s going to be of benefit 
for native and white. 

This -- the pipeline has 
been talked about just about two years now. It's true 
we need gas, both Dene and the whites but it is 
dangerous. It is dangerous to use it too and to work 
with it too, so this is why we don't want to get any 
problem: with this gas. This is why we talked about 
Pe. 

When we talk about the land, 
this land is our land, this is not like in the south. 
When you live in the north, the land is different 


from the south. In the south, the people they live 
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Joe Sangris | 


| 
down there, they can make a farm and plan what they | 
want to grow they just grow, but when we -- Wwe live 

in the north -here, it's not -- we cannot do that 
because it's not the fa weather. 


In winter when we go out 


hunting, we hunt for the animals that we want. It's 
not only that we want but for the food. Not only the | 
ug tae in summer, winter. That's why we talk about 

our land and we try to protect our land. | 


Today we are having a meeting. 





The government thinks that the Queen is the —" 
that's what a white man feels. When they first made 
a treaty with the native people here or Dene people, | 
all the Dene people think this is our land. Now, 
in the past we had our own i ae too, but the whole 
country, they still think the Queen owns the land or | 
the government ounecthe land, this is why now we're 
talking about the land nae 

In the past our old people, 


like our leaders, they tell about their own land, keep 


it for us Dene. Not only the land, butall the animals, 


the ones we're going to live on. But the money, nobody 


has mentioned about the money and nobody knew about 





any money or dollars. 


Right now we have two mines 





at our doorstep but yet we still don't ask for money, 

i | 

but yet, why is, because we love our land. | 
In the past around 1970 the 


Queen came over here. The Queen came over here three 


or four times I think. She came over here and I shook | 
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Joe Sangris 


her hand, that's who I am. 

At that time, when the Queen 
came to my -~- came and visit me here, I told her, just 
look around, and then’ she looked around and I said, 
as far as you can see, this is my land and we live in 
the cold weather or we live in a cold country,,well this 
is how I told her. «I told her that the way you look 
at my land here, you look at the cold weather or we 
live on the cold ground, as you see we cannot farm 
anything, we cannot put anything underground to grow, 
That's the kind of ground we live on. 

The time I talked to her, like 
you look at the land here, maybe you don't see animals, 
fish, the things that live on the land, that's our 
farm, this is what I told her schitn she was here. 

When I did talk to her she 
agreed. She looked around and she said, I agree that 
you live in a cold rou and when you spoke about 
your future and then your children's future the way 
you talked about your children, I think you talk about 
your children .and this game -- the game warden's you 
spoke about that too, because you know, like he said, 
the game officers shouldn't tell you people, okay, 
you, there's a certain season. I think you should 
be free, that's what she said. 

When you talk wwihon gas or 
oil we think about the things we live on out on the 
land, animals and the lakes, birds, we don't want 
to see that spoiled, this is why we are hearing our 


voice. 
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When we talk about gas, what 
about the young people that's growing up now? The way 
we live in the north here, in the past it's pretty 
hard to see these young people to do what we did. 

Today when we -- today on 
the land, we talk about gas, people use it, like 
Dene people and the white people. 

When we meet, when we're 
talking about here, both white and Dene, but it might 


spoil the land but if we could have a road. The people) 





talk about it, it might help, because in the future, 
the white and Dene young people that are going to 
school right now, they might work together and need 
it,so I agree that the people say, they like to have 
the road for the gas, so this Aue the people have the 
jobs. 

If the government hears about | 
what we talked about, ioc the roads for gas, for 
transport, if lots of people, if the government hears 
about lots of people in the north here, they want the 
road, maybe the government might agree with Dene people 


im theunor ths | 


You know this road from south | 


| 
to Hay River. Well, from south to Hay River is a 


tong ways but from Hay River to Fort Simpson it is 


not that far so why not build a road there? I think 


f 


he means a railroad. 


I was here last night and 


heard some people spoke and I haven't said nothing, but 


tonight I wanted to say what I want so this is why I | 
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Joe Sangris & Alexi Lacorne 


spoke and I hope the government could listen to people 
in the north. That's what I want to say. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you, 
Mr. Sangris. 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 
ALEXI LACORNE: Sworn 
THE INTERPRETER: S2AlL 


these people, they spoke about a pipeline, how it's 
ee to spoil, and I agree, I agree with them. I don't 
want to see this -- our land, to see it spoiled. 

Like the white people, they 
have money in the bank. We got no money in the bank 
but yet the bush is our bank. 

The Lord made this earth and 
he made everything for us to use in the bush. So, 
the bush is our bank. | 

When the people talk about 
this pipeline, I don't agree with it, but same people, 
they said when they neh eee about the railroad, it 
might be safer. Maybe it's just not as dangerous 4s 
the gas line. 

In the north you see the way 
we live. Sometimes we'll go hungry in cold weather 


but yet we survive. We survive because the land is 


not spoiled but what will happen if the gas goes throug 


and spoils our land? I don't want to see that. 

L. don ht newly yr ote Is ina 
meeting like this, but I wasn't here last night and 
I heard there was a meeting here. But now tonight, 
I think I understand what they're talking about so 


this is why I came here. 
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Alexi Lacorne & 
Isadore Sangris 


You see, in the city, in 
Yellowknife or in town that there is a pipe, a sewage 


line. Sometimes it breaks and I know how it happens 


and what about a gasline? Maybe the gas line's stronger 


than the sewage pipe. 

I just came here to say this 
because I just thought I wasn't here last night, so 
st want to say this. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
very much sir. 

(WITNESS ASIDE) 

ISADORE SANGRIS: Sworn. 

THE WITNESS: My 


name is Isadore Sangris and I'm living in Detah but 


I want to say a few words about the pipeline, about 


my Own language first and after that I'll be interpreter 


for myself. 
I heard about the pipeline 
about two years now. I worked alone at the school, 


I listened to radio sometime and I walking along. So, 


I listen to radio and I heard about them talking about 


the pipeline with Dogrib, Chip, all different kinds of 


language I heard about it. 

I was walking so I was just 
thinking about the pipeline. 

The pipelines, when they are 
coming -- I think about myself how many feet long of 
gas, how many feet wide, how deep, how mae feet down 


the bottom of the ground the gas, that's what I'm 


thinking and even us, even us, we work on the river, 


we're trapping, we're hunting. When we been trapping T 
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Isadore Sangris 


trap or hunting, sometime, the water, maybe around March 
icejust fallsdown, fall down on the river. Maybe about | 
ice about thick, about four feet or ea 5 Pee | 
you could see it. I think it would be the same. 
They have too much pressure on that, on the bottom 
of the ground of a gas, if they have the pipe, when 
the gas started going night and day, there would be 
gas going down, gas going down and the pressure's 
going down too and they got the snow on the top or | 
rain in the summertime , maybe if some mud goes down, | 
fell down on the gas and maybe animals on top of the 
gas, right on top of the gas or the people being 
trapping around and on top of the gas, if that ground, 
maybe the gas goes down into that ground and goes in | 
the water, it goes on the gas, maybe catch a fire, 
what are you going to do? 
One thing, it's no good for 


animals,that gas. We know because we've been trapping 


and we've been hunting. We have the road here to 


Lacarre Lake». When they have catroads, the new tracks--the nina 


they can't go over. They go just beside. Maybe secut | 


| 


after a week after that when the snow is blowing hard 





or there's no road, well that time the animals go over. 


Same thing, everything is no good for animals, trapping 
even for white fox no good for them. Even us 
with trapping on barren lands, sometimes no wood so some 


guys use a gas stove. If they've been trapping they 


have the clothes, there may be some gas on his clothes 


and they set trap there and maybe some guy goes back 





there tovisit his trap, you can smell, the animal could 
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smell around that caribou, they can't go there. | 
See, some: guy says I got a trap down there but I see 
some new tracks but I didn't catch anything. Why? 
Because they smelled the gas. He can't go down there, 
he can't go down to caribou, he can't go down to the 
Cras | 
Now, like the people, white | 
foua came to Yellowknife before that the people that 


used to be learning lessons from their parents and 


| 
now they're all mixed up now. They're all mixed up | 
with their kids and even now when you -- our kids | 
don't listen, they just don't listen to their parents | 
now and even the dogs, we don't have any good dogs Pied 
Before it used to be the people had good dogs, now all 
the white people came and brought their small dogs 
around, they're all mixed up now. Everything they're 
spoiling. Even the mine here is spoiling. They 
spoiled everything. They Pe ues the water, they 
spoiled a person too. They're cutting wood for the 
mine there, now, we can't do nothing, we have to buy 
something. We can't -- if we want to go get some 
wood, we got to go for wood about three or four hours 
away to get it now, by dog team. 


If they have the pipeline 


here, well, I think it will be the same as a highway 





road. If a highway road, you can see highway roads, 
all the signs down on the highway road, it's all marked. 
It's all shot, you can see all the shots on the signs. 


Well, what are you going to 


do if they havea pipeline there? Maybe some people 
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might shoot the pipeline in the cold weather, just 
break like a glass, it might break like a glass in 
the cold weather. Or close to pipeline, maybe animals 
are down close to pipeline and you want to shoot 
caribou or you miss the caribou and you shot the pipe- | 
line, what are they going to do? It might break through. 
We don't want to shoot them but we have to shoot caribou. 
If we would miss caribou, if we shot pipelines it one 
break. 

That's what I think about | 
the pipeline. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 


Sie 
(WITNESS ASIDE) 
THE COMMISSIONER: We're about) 
half way through the evening, maybe we could just 
take a five minute break and then we'll hear you 
right, after, that... Just stretch our legs a bit and 


-- for five minutes and then start again. 


(PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED) 
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(PROCEEDINGS RESUMED PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT) | 


THE COMMISSIONER: Go ahead. 
We're ready. 

MURIEL BETSINA, sworn: 

THE WITNESS: Mr. Berger, 
good evening ladies and gentlemen. In the past and | 
present, I have listened to your Pipeline Inquiry. 

In my knowledge, I am very young woman and mother of 
seven children. 

I am very happy that my great 


grandfather and my grandfather did live on this land | 


without pollution. They did their trapping and hunting 
without a struggle. | 
My father, Edward Blondin, 
was a great man. He died at the age of eighty. All 
his life he was trapping and hunting and he never did 
ask for a penny from the government. In his early 
years he did live like ats forefathers. As he got 
older, he was beginning to see changes. He used to 


tell us stories of his early age, of his early years, 


how white man used to come and go on this great land 





of ours. 


He said the white man surveyed| 


in cutting down timbers on the land where he used to 


hunt and trap. Slowly he started to struggle to pay 


as he started paying for his debts because his 
trapline was destroyed by a white man coming in and 
started prospecting all over the North. 

Yes, my father has seen and 


lived through pollution and struggled to live as we 
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have lived, as our poor native people live today. My | 


father used to tell me, I pity my girls and my people | 


| 


but most of all I pity my grandchildren. They are tha 


ones who are going to struggle and make decisions for | 


the future. 


He said, I have lived long 


enough and so many promises were made by the government. 


Not one of them have kept their promises. He told 
me someday you or your children have to sign a paper 
but make sure you have a lawyer and have an invoice. 
I, Muriel Betsina, a child 
of Mr. Edward Blondin, I am very proud to be Treaty 
Indian. I struggle day by day as I'm getting older. 
I see my native people are hurt more and more. They 
are hurt for what is happening to them because none 
of your governments have kept your promises. There 


is one witness I have seen and promised by the 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


government to reduce electric power bill at Strutt Lake | 


Hydro Dam. 

What happened again, The 
government never kept their promises. We have to pay 
more for power bills. As the pipeline, I am against 
re. As my own personal view, I hope I don't see the 
pipeline down the Mackenzie River. 

Only the creature that has 
wings can roam across over our land and the mountains, 
but think seriously about other chosrivestaide hasn't 


got wings. Animals are like people. The animals 


are always roaming from one place to opposite sides, 


like east side of Northwest Territory, caribou moose, | 


| 





| 
| 
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and creature animals roam across the land to west 


side and across that mountain valley to Yukon 
| 


Territories, to Alaska State and back to east Northwest 


Territory. 


If you build a pipeline 


across, it's going to affect all the creature animals. 





It's going to be like an iron curtain for all the 
| 
going back in the bush to teach myself as my ancestors 


did for themselves. I want to keep my Indian culture 


; 
I think of the environment and pollution and if the | 
pipeline ever comes through, that which will affect | 
my children and how am I going to teach my children | 
the Indian culture? 

Mr. Berger, in all the 
travelling you did in the North, the majority of 
speeches were made by man. For us native women, we 
feel very strongly towards our children as they grow. 
We are the ones crying for our children's future. | 
What's going to happen to them? We are mothers to | 
our children. We are the ones keeping moosehide 
moccasins on their feet. | 
What's going to happen if | 


the pipeline ever comes through the North? Mr. 


Berger, you will be the one to destroy our Indian 
culture if the pipeline ever comes through. Where | 
will I get moosehide moccasins for my chitdrents feet | 
and my people? I wonder sometimes, someday in the 


| 
future, if my grandchildren will ever know what | 


moosehide moccasins iS or was. 
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We, the native women, are the 
ones who are suffering most of all, because we are 


the ones doing the cooking and trying to get enough 


food for our children to eat. That's our daily 


chores. 





Mr. Berger, I really seriously 
would like you to think of what I said to you tonight 
for the sake of our native mother culture. Mr. 
Berger, there's one more thing I have to ask you. 

I trust you will hear my words. The oil companies 
are getting so much out of our land. I would really 


like to see the oil company pave the highways, like 


southern Canada and U. S. A. 
We have ate enough dust. The | 
oil companies are destroying our land. I hope my 
people will back me up on this. I would like to see 
the highway and railroad. It will provide a lot of 
inflation down Gasians somes Delta... I would like to | 
see the Mackenzie River Bridge built before any | 
development is made in the North, so we can have the 
inflation cut down on prices where we are living now | 
in Yellowknife. | 
| 
That's.all, Mr. Berger. | 
(WITNESS ASIDE) | 
THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you | 
very much. | 
SUSSIE ABEL, sworn: 
THE INTERPRETER: We have heard 
lots of talk about the pipeline and listened to the | 


} 
people. First of all, I'd like to mention about those| 


| 
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two treaties. 





When the first Treaty, I saw 
the people came to pay Treaty but in those days 
nobody was rich. Everybody was kind of poor. Even 


the white people were poor. That's why they came by 


scow. At the first Treaty, I heard the Treaty party 
were coming and when they were coming, I saw them sustl 
come in behind the Point. | 
It was a scow, so they | 
couldn't have their flag in front. So, they had eel 
flag at the back. When the Treaty Commission stepped 
off the scow, then they met the people and told the 


people that you probably heard that I was coming to 


| 


} 


pay the Treaty and yet you guys are still waiting for 


me. 





They got to the place there, 
so that was at night, in the evening, so they didn't | 
do nothing but they set 3 tent to get ready for next 
day. At that time, who told them that we're going to | 
talk about the land and about the future? So, at | 
that time they talked about the land and a Treaty. | 
At that time, the Treaty and the leader, they shook 
hands and then they made a Treaty. | 

Three years later, after the 


| 
first Treaty was signed, three years later another 


agent came around and he talked about, are you guys | 
going to get surveyed like a registered line, because 

there's going to be lots of white people in the adwkh.| 
At that time, there was a chief here. My brother-in- | 


law lives here in Detah. So, the people, they heard 


% 
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of white people. So, before then we're going to give 
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| 
| 
us that it's going to be a new or the same nation | 
came to Fort Resolution. So, that's where he went. 

When they got to Fort | 
Resolution, the Indian nation told the Chief that 
we are going to give you the road.““I think that's | 

| 
a registered line--- because there's going to be lots| 
| 
| 
you roads. 

So the Chief and the people 
told them, no way, we aren't going to agree with you. 
All the native people that live on this land, we all 
live together and work together and we live where we 

| 
want. So the Indian agent, he doesn't agree with the 


Chief. Like we were talking about land, so the Indian | 
agent didn't agree with the Chief, so they took off | 


from the meeting about three times or for three days. 
After four days the Chief 
told the Indian agent. foes you have got to make aoe Ty 
promise before I. take a Treaty. So, he said, you take| 
my words down and write it down and then I will sign 


my name. This is how we are going to make peace. So 


the Chief told them that all my young people and the 





people that live in the Northwest Territories -=— all | 


Dene people, they can hunt, they can fish, they can 
trap all they want but you don't tell them not to. | 


That's how they signed. Well, 
{ 





he told the Indian agent, you read a paper and then 
if I agree with the paper, then I'll sign. In those | 
days I wonder why this Chief, does he know how to read 


or was he thinking about the future forthe people? 
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1 He probably thought about our future. Maybe this is 
| why we're still here. At that time, that's how they 
signed the Treaty and I saw that and then this is why 
I talk about it and I'd like to see my young people, | 


that they live okay now. This is-what I'd like to 





see. This is why'I mentioned it. 

Talking about the pipeline, 
that's a big project and it's going to be a big job. 
Whether it's going to be underground or above the 
ground, I cannot agree with it because it seems to 
me it's real dangerous. Talking about gas, I heard 


lots of people saying that if the gas line breaks 





or a pipe breaks, there's going to be lots of damage 

















River. That's only water but yet it's really strong. 


done to their land and animals and I agree with that. 

15 | When I heard lots of people | 
16 | spoke about the pipeline, they don't agree with the | 
17 pipeline. When they talk about the railroad, I agree | 
1a with them too, and this ie what I've got on my mind 
19 too. If the pipe breaks, we are going to have lots | 
20 of problems for humans, not only humans but the things 
21 that live on the ground or on the earth or in the bush). 
22 It will spoil all of them. 
23 Talking about gas, it's | 
aa really strong. Maybe that's why you see something 
of goes on the air, like an airplane, and all the boats. | 
ag On the lake the boats go as fast as they want. It | 
27 must be strong stuff. The people in the hall here, 
=a they've probably seen the ice break in the Mackenzie 
29 | 

| 


sh sacececmnetmcnceniall In the past, I did my good | 
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living in the bush when I was young. But now here 
I'm sitting over ninety years old and the people you 
see in the hall here, they're under my age. The 
people talk about the things that live on the land. 
They live on the land, so they lost their own land, 
This is why we--I know what they're speaking about. 

This ice breaking in the 
Mackenzie River is really strong but the gas might 
be stronger than the ice break. I just want to say 
this because just like I'm going now, all I want is 
my--I'm just saying this because I'd like to have 
my younger people to hear my voice. This is all I 
want to say, to let them know please. 

I wantedto tell you--I've 
told you all I want to tell you. 

(WITNESS ASIDE) 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
very much, sir. 

VIDAL ABEL, Sworn: 

THE INTERPRETER: We heard about 
the pipeline in the past. We know it's no good for 
us and it's no good for animals, it's no good for 
people. It would destroy lots of things from the 
people. Since the white man came to Yellowknife or 
in the North, there has been lots of problems to the 
Dene people here. 

That wasn't long ago, but 
how many thousands and thousands of people will have 
the problem in the future. This pipeline is not 


going to do us any good and it's not going to do any 
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good for our children and their children in the future! 


How will they hunt? How will they survive on the 
land? 

If the pipeline construction 
gets on, how many thousands of people are going to 
come from outside, from the South, and where are we 


going to go? We see this problem already. This is 


why we're speaking about it already. 


We are talking about this 
land and where we live. We live in the cold weather. 
If the pipeline comes through, sure the white people 
will be okay, but how about us Dene? We are going 
to really have a problem. If the pipeline comes 
through, then we will really suffer. The things we 
live on like the fish, wood, animals, so when the 
pipeline comes through, then if you think about it, 
it seems like the White people are just going to put 
us Dene in jail. 

The people who come from the 
South, you're okay. But we Dene in the North, where 
we are now, we got no money in the bank. Our bank is 
on the land; not only where we are here now but all 
over the North. I don't think that people will say 
okay for the pipeline. Now you're sT@GLAG 6n-aCehair 
listening to the people. What will happen--if 
something happened to your son, maybe it won't look 
good for you. This is how we feel Bare 

If something happened to us, 
then we're not going to feel good. Maybe it would 


look worse. Us Dene, we live by the land, we live 
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on the land. But me, pretty soon I'm going to get 
back to the land. That's where I'm going to live. 
What would happen if the pipeline is there and if 


it busts, what's going to happen to the animals where 


I go 


2 


I'm not talking for myself. 


I'm talking for all the people. So, when I speak 


like 


hope 
talk 
Dene 


and 


tell 


mind 


have 


very 


this and the God - = he's a big boss. I 
he's listening to us now and help us. When we 
about the pipeline and lots of people, lots of 
say the pipeline will destroy lots of things 
I agree with them and I thought about it too. 

Yes, I am very pleased to 
you what I thought. This is what I had on my 
and I'm very pleased that you will hear what I 
to say. This is all. I have to say. 

(WITNESS ASIDE) 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
much, ares 

FRED ERASMUS, sworn: 


THE WITNESS: I'11 translate 


my own language in the Northwest Territories. I'll 


speak English, if I could understand English. 


man, 
the 
and 


two 


one 


Mr. Berger, you're a lucky 


You're a brave man. You've been travelling for | 


last two years without having three or four hours 
i] 
you're back. You're a lucky man. Also, these 


engineers here. 











Mr. Berger, I want to ask you 


question. Why we you guys teasing these poor 
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people here? See these poor people here? Why are 
you teasing them? Why do you do that? 

THE COMMISSIONER: faybe you 
could tell us your name and then go on with your 
presentation. 

THE WITNESS: Right. My name 
is Fred Erasmus and I worked for the government for 
che last ten years when I first started here in 
Yellowknife. I was here in Yellowknife in 1940. 
Since then I have learned a few little things. I 
worked with the government for ten years as a 
carpenter, as a carpenter's helper. 

Then I thought I'd go on my 
own since I thought I was a man. You think that too. 
That's why you're here, don’t you? Since then, I got 
my own sub-contract everyday after that. After I 
worked for the government for ten years, I quit the 
government and now I've got my own sub-contract at 
anytime, anyplace, anywhere. 

Like you're doing right now, 
fooling me, right? I remember when I was young, when 
I was a kid. There were some not too very old Indians 
who used to come in with fur at Ft. Rae. They used 
to bring in a bunch of fur, three to four big bags 
full of fur. They used to bring it into the Hudson's 
Bay, the old Hudson's Bay. That's the first white 
man the Indians seen in young days. 

So, me, I was very small too 
at that time. So, I was very interested in this. I 


watch and I was very careful trying to keep track on 
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fur and all kinds of different kinds of fur. I guess 
that's what they get their money for. I didn’t know 
that because I was too small to realize and pay 
attention to what's going on because I was too young 
to know what was going on. 


The Hudson's Bay had an 


‘interpreter there that all he understood was a little 


these Indians, what, they were doing with nice looking 
bit of French and Dogrib. That's all he understood. 
He didn't understand no English. So, it was kind of 
hard, it was kind of tough for him to know what the 
value of the money meant. If the Hudson's Bay gives 
this poor guy that brought five or six pelts or five 
or six bags of fur there, he could have given him | 
two thousand dollars or could have given him two | 
dollars. He wouldn't know no difference. | 
| That's how bad it was in those 
days. This interpreter didn't know no better neither | 
because they couldn't get anybody else, I guess, in | 
them days, you see. Me, I was a young little kid just 
watching around there. So, this poor interpreter, all 
he could say is yes, oui, oui, yes, umm-hmm, yes, 
oui, oui. At least he could say that and then make 
lots of signs and then whatever they want, well do 
you understand Dogrib, uh-huh, uh-huh, uh-huh 
he speaks like that. 


That was in the '30's, in the 


years of the '30's. That was a Hudson's Bay man, 
that he was supposed to be well educated. He was 


supposed to be a well-educated man and this guy come 
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and sell his fur there. He didn't know whether he 
got a dollar or a thousand dollars. Between the 
dollar and a thousand dollars, didn't know the 
difference. 


That was the start of the 


white man. That was the white man's start at the 


Hudson's Bay. That was the first start of the white 


man. That was a good start for the white man and for 


the Hudson's Bay. Then after this, the Yellowknife 
started now. There they started with arsenic 
poisoning. You'll have to excuse me and I'll have 
to explain what I said. I'll interpret for myself, 
Okay. ~ Excuse me. 


(THE WITNESS INTERPRETS THE ABOVE) 
I moved here to Yellowknife 





because it's a nice place deduha the Great Slave 
Lake, a little closer. Then this arsenic poisoning 
started polluting naudde between these two mines, 
the Con mines and the Giant mines. It was very 


bad for a few years. Within twenty or twenty-five 





miles, within here, you couldn't go near because 
the snow was just pitch black when they first opened 
the roaster to burn the gold. They hdd no control | 
GESEC. 

So, they killed a few dogs, 
a few horses and one kid, which everybody knows around 
here. People are sitting around here and they all 


know itvOUr£-you thinkhI,can"t prove *itp’I got" the 





proof. I'm not lying. Within twenty or twenty-five 
miles from here, we have found some birds, rabbits, 


foxes, any animals within twenty or twenty-five wcices 
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within this Yellowknife area, after they opened up 
this roaster to burn the gold in order to save their 
own lives or just to make money, that's the white man 
way of doing it. That's where you ruined that road 
there. 

I have seen dogs die. I have 


seen horses die. Mr. Bevan moved over here, he had 

















a good farm down here, close to the airport. He 


moved out of here because two cows of his died with 
arsenic. He had to move out of here, Yellowknife, 
on account of Giant and Con. The white man is 
supposed to be well educated. 

You are a brave man, Mr. 
Berger. Then that was not enough. So, all of a 
sudden the government decided that the people, they 
should drink, the Indians. The government decided 
the people, they enetdia have a drink. Them days, 
it was not open for nobody, for the Treaty Indian. 
So, the government decided, maybe we should open it 
because he figured that there's too many minerals 
in this Northwest Territories. It's a rich country. 
So, what they did, he tried to get in touch with a 


Chief and tried to get in touch with everybody. We 


should open this liquor, oh yeah. Well I guess, that'|s 


the easiest thing in the world to do. 
So, that's what he did. That 
! 


went through. All right, that went through. What 


the government found out is that this is a rich 


country. Like you guys now, you're after the pipeline, 


right? It's just the same thing. The Chief should 
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never have said yes. Everybody should have been 
still Treaty. Now, you guys wouldn't have been 


farting around here now today, you hear? 


Anyway, sure enough this went 


through. They opened the liquor for the Indians. 
After the liquor was opened for the Indians, then 
the government was free after that. That's all he 
wanted. That was a trap right there. If the liquor 
store was not open for the Indians, the government 
would never go through because everybody would have 
been sober, plain sober. 

He wanted all the Indians 
to be drunk and stupid and kill one another and get 
drowned and stab one another and everything. That's 
what's going on right now today. That's exactly 


what is going on right now today. You know it you 


guys. Don't look at me like you look stupid. I know 


damn well you know it. vou are just playing with 
me. You are just teasing us. That's all you're 
doing. 

Why don't you tell an Indian 
straight in his face that you are just teasing him? 
Why don't you tell the good Indian straight in his 
face? 

THE COMMISSIONER: Look, I'm 
here to listen to you and if you've oom something to 
say-- 

THE WITNESS: Yes. 

THE COMMISSIONER: --I want 


you to say it. 
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THE WITNESS: Well, sure I'm 
saying it. rem telling vou. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Let's get 
ny Wa tal, acs 

THE WITNESS: I'm telling you. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Carry on, 


Mr. Erasmus. 


THE WITNESS: Sure, I'll carry 
on. Don't get scared when I start talking. I'm not 
finished with you guys yet. Maybe I've got a point 
that you don't even know what I'm coming at. 

Now, after all that, after 
they had their choice, now like what I said. All right, 
the government had its choice now. It went through. 
All right, everybody Se a ae TAS: Now you know 


exactly what's going on. You know exactly what's 


going on now you guys. Now the government is not 
helping the Indians, ng ees! By far he is not lookin 
after the Indians. He's looking after more or less 
the white man or before he's looking after the 
Indians, I found that out. He's giving us a little 
piece of candy just to keep them shut up, just to 
keep his little mouth shut. He's given a little 
piece of candy like I used to do when my little kids 
used to cry. If there's a bottle with a little bit 
of milk in there, if it's not too sour, I used to 


give it to him just to keep him shut up. 


That's what the government is 
doing. That's what you guys are doing right now, 


isn't that right. Like the other day there, you said 
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to the Chief, I'll keep you in mind and I'll keep you | 


on tape, you said, when he mentioned something there. 
First you mentioned six thousand people is going to 
work. Tomake it sound good you said that, is that 
right? Just spill the candies down on the floor so 
everybody could grab it .like a bunch of kids. That's 
what you did. Is that right, Mr. Berger? 

| THE COMMISSIONER: You know, 
I'm here to listen to you but maybe you ought to 

get to the point. You see I want to make sure that 
people understand. No, no, you just let me finish. 


I want to make sure that people understand what this 


pipeline project is all about. Now, there's only one 


way they can understand what it's all about. That's 
if oIotell then. 

THE WITNESS: If you tell 
them. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Now, just 
let me finish. You're not used to listening. I 
listened to you. Now you listen to me for a minute. 
Now, I've been to thirty-five places in the North to 
hear from people of all races to find out what they 
have to say about what happened in the past and what 
the future ought to hold for them and I've been 
listening to them and I'm still listening to them 
and I don't mind people speaking their minds the 
way you have done and they have been dbing it, many 


of them, in just about every place I've been to. 


Now, you're entitled to think 


what you like about me. All I ask of you is that you 
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carry on and tell me what's on your mind and come to 
the point and I can tell you that I'll give you my 
full attention. 

THE WITNESS: Yes. Well now 
that's exactly what you're doing there, young fellow. 
You're going to put--after what I said, I went 


through all these. I went through the Hudson's Bay, 


I went through the arsenic, through the Giant. Now, 


you guys, what you're trying to do is after you put that 


pipeline,in,,you.are going to--that's the finishing 
touch of the Indians around town, in this Northwest 
Territories and you know it. 


That's exactly what you're 


} 


looking for, you guys. If you ever put that pipeline 


through there in this Northwest Territories here, 
that's the finishing touch for this Northwest 


Territories here. Why don't you kill us off before 


you put the pipeline in? That would be a better idea. 


That would be way better. I'1l tell you one thing. 

We are not going to settle 
these things unless we get this land claim settled 
now and then you guys could go ahead. Okay? It's 
up to you, guys... -leLesup.to.yeu guys. That’s,.ail ft 
Want. to .Say.4Mr. beroer. 

(WITNESS TRANSLATES THE ABOVE) 

(WITNESS ASIDE) 

THE COMMISSIONER: Okay. 
Thank you. Well, I'm still here and t'm still 


willing to listen to anyone élse who has anything 


to say. 
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ALEXI POTFIGHTER, sworn: 





THE INTERPRETER: I wanted to say 
something about the first Treaty. I was there and 
Pewanc-to=talk about’ it. He's Alexi Potfighter. 

I want to talk about the first Treaty and how it 
happened. Henry's dad, he was the leader. That 
was before the white man came. Nobody knew anything 
about the chiefs. When he said something at that 
time, he's talking about the hundred years ahead when 


he took the money and said his words. 





When they had the Treaty, both 
the white man and the Dene Chief, they said okay, ol 


going to be friends from now on. But yet from there 
on we never got nothing, not even one thing free from | 
the white man. When they had the first Treaty, they 
talked about the sun rising and setting and the river 
runs. If the river always runs, doesn't run back, 
the promise will not be beURE . So, that's how they 
made the Treaty. 

But now when you talk about 


something, you're talking about something now. I 


think I talk about it because when the first Chief 


was talking about what he talks about, that word just | 
hit my thought or my mind. When they first made a 
Treaty, they said, okay, from now on we're going to 


help each other. “But after’ the first’ Chief that made 
i 


the Treaty, he died three years after the first 
Treaty. 
When we were discussing about 


or got together about this pipeline, I heard about thip 
| 
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and listened to a lot of people. I agree with them 
that I don't think we should have a pipeline. For 
now, I just want to tell you how I did trap and live 
off the land. 

You see me here, I'm sitting 


here and I'm over seventy years olds now... For) seven 


years in the past I used to trap right on the Barren 


Lands. Sometimes I used to sleep without fire. 

Sometimes I didn't know how many days I didn't eat 
but yet for seven years I trap on the Barren Lands. 
When we trap on the Barren Lands, we can't say it's 


easy living out there because when we say Barren 





{ 
| 
| 


Land, there's no trees there, there's no way of making 


fire. 


SOF what we do when we find 
some wood, we always carry wood out on the Barren 
Lands and it ‘*s):not veiy easy. Well, since the past 
there until now, this is how I've done my living 
until now. Like some people, they work for white 
guys, working by hours. Well, I've never done that, 


not even for one hour. This is why I don't--I don't 


understand English. I don't talk English and I don't 


know what the white man's system is. 

Some trappers are in the 
building here. They had a hard time in their lives, 
the ones that are here now. You see, the Town of 


i 
Yellowknife here, those people they came. It wasn't 


very long ago that the people came here. Before that 


we didn't know what the white man was. On account 


of the white people that came here and built a city 
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Gabriel Doctor 


down here, this is why we don't live like in the old | 
days. We are getting poorer and poorer every year. 
We can go out and trap where we want. If we go out, 


there's no fur. Sometimes when we travel on the 





barren lands, we go and keep on travelling without 


food for so many hours. This is how we travel in 


our time and then some people are here in the 


building. This is how we all live. It's kind of 
late, fight now. «This is. why just wanted to teil 
you a little story about that. 

(WITNESS ASIDE) 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
Sim. 

GABRIEL DOCTOR, Sworn: 

THE INTERPRETER: Talking about 
the pipeline, I'd like to say a little thing about it | 
too. I'm a trapper. 1 trap every winter. I go out | 
on the land with my haieade When I'm out on the | 
trapline, I live out there. I hear on the radio 
talk about this pipeline and I hear that nobody agrees 
with the pipeline at all. 

When we Dene think about nia! 
pipeline, we think we shouldn't have the pipeline | 


because it's really dangerous. But the road on the 


land is not that bad. It's not only for us but our | 





children that are going to school now, if they learn | 
1 

about the whole thing, it's okay for them but not for 

us. The younger generation, it is okay for them. We 


cannot say okay for a pipeline. We have got to think 


for our children. 
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All the Dene say no pipeline. 
They don't want a pipeline. Well, when we say the 


gas is no good because it smells, I know because 


when I was way out on my trapline, I stayed out there, 


and as the winter road goes by there's a good example 


to tell you. When a fresh truck went.by over the 


fresh road, where the vehicle has went, there is 


always gas smell and no caribou can get near to that 
road and I know it because I've been there. 
Not only that. Well, I use 

a gas stove too. When I use a gas stove after that, 
maybe the gas smells on my clothes and set a trap 
out there and at that night or that day, the fur 
wouldn't go near the trap. It will get there but it 
takes about one or two nights before the fur gets 


to my trap because of the smell of gas. 


We are out trapping. We live 


off the land. We say Wwenrive off the land. But 
according to the older people, the way they live off 
the land, we're just staying out there. We are just 
out there it seems like for nothing. It's because 
the Game Department, they destroy all the fur with 
the poisoning. So, we're out there but we're not 
there to get rich. We don't get as much fur as, for 
instance, the older people, they used to get. 

Like we're talking about the 
pipeline here. All Dene say that they don't want a 
pipeline. What will happen if the pipeline is there 


and the caribou try to cross it? If the caribou get 





to the pipe, wherever he's facing, if he can cross 2 
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Peter Sangris 

Noel Betsina 
pipe wherever he's facing, he will go where he's 
facing. We don't know where he's going to go but 
wherever he's facing, that's where he's going to go. 
That's why we don't want a pipeline. Instead we'd 
like to have a road. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you. 

(WITNESS ASIDE) 


PETER SANGRIS, sworn: 


THE WITNESS: Mr. Berger, I'd 


just like to say a few words about the pipeline. But 


anyhow, Mr. Berger, before the pipeline goes down the 
Mackenzie Valley, we want the land claim. to settle 
first and all the native people, they don't want the 
pipeline down the Mackenzie Valley. 

he dake pipeline companies 
really need the gas, they should build the railroad 
down the Mackenzie Valley, not a pipeline. We live 
in» the North.|  This)as our land. We are hunters and 
trappers. So, we don't want to get our land spoiled 
just because we live off the land. We are hunters 


and trappers. We live on the north side of Great 


Slave Lake at the Yellowknife Bay. We don't want the 


pipeline before the land claim is settled. Thank 
you. 
(SUBMISSION BY PETER SANGRIS MARKED AS EXHIBIT C662) 
(WITNESS ASIDE) 
THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you, 
‘ 
Sip. 
NOEL BETSINA, sworn: 
THE INTERPRETER: When we're 


talking about the pipeline, who is in charge of the 
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Alizette Potfighter 


pipeline, this is why there's so much discussion 
about the pipeline. 

With the gas, would you like 
to burn yourself or burn your blankets? The people 
are not all kind people. If they ‘know there's the 


gas there maybe someone will put burning matches to 


it. Not only here but maybe some other place. 


ratueiing about gas there, there's lots of people who 
are smokers and if they put that cigarette to gas or 
burning matches to it, it would probably blow. 

When I said this, when you 
think about it, do you like it, or not? .The people 
are not the same. Some are diamond drilling. First 
of all you said there was--the people are not the 
same. There is lots of diamond drilling or drillers 
and he said, if there's a hole drilled and someone 
might put matches in there. If that blows, will the 
people live, like the ehita¥eri and the old people? 
That's why we don't want it and we don't like it. 
That's all. 

(WITNESS ASIDE) 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you. 

ALIZETTE POTFIGHTER, sworn: 

THE WITNESS: Older people 
here are aware of what has happened in the Town of 


Yellowknife since it became a capital of N.W.T. 


| 
It has and it's in the process 


of becoming as large as and as organized as the large 
towns down south. In the past, people here used to 


hunt moose and fish right by the Yellowknife Bay and 
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used to hunt caribou. They used to go berry picking 
practically right in their back yards. Now that the 
people have travelled miles and miles from home to 
hunt and trap, the fish are no longer good to eat and 
have to go to the big lake if we want little fish 
which again means we have to travel far. 

The mines have polluted our 
waters and the fish. There's no longer good food 
to eat except the dogs to feed. The arsenic has 
caused this effect--this also affects the greenery 
around us. The people who live right in town are 
warned beforehand about planting gardens and how they 
may be affected with high arsenic levels. This 
includes us too, or does it not? 

The wildlife has driven 
further into the bush. The coming of the white man 
and the development ae brought with him has only 
served to take away from our way of life. Why now 
should we endorse a pipeline before a land settlement 
We need our land for self-survival. Many of our 
elders, Dene, said it is the only way we know and 
make a living. We want to protect our land forrarh 
our children to come. 

There cannot be a pipeline 
before a land settlement. 

(WITNESS ASIDE) 


f 


(THE INTERPRETER TRANSLATES THE ABOVE) 


THE COMMISSIONER: I wonder 


if you'd let us keep your written statement so that 1 
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will be part of the permanent record of the Inquiry. 
(SUBMISSION BY ALIZETTE POTFIGHTER MARKED EXHIBIT 
C663) 
HELEN TOBIE, sworn: 
THE INTERPRETER: There's a lot 
of people that spoke about the pipeline and they say 


it's no good and I agree with them. Where we live 





right now we just live by the water. Well, even 


though the pipeline is not here, we are having a 


problem with the water right now. There's lots of 
children in the summer, they go in the water and 
they swim and they drink water. There's lots of them, 
they've been in the hospital and probably the parents 
don't know that they get sick from the water. This 
is why they get the children in the hospital. But 
I don't think the doctor tells the parents that it's 
from the water. | 

I want to talk about the 
water. The water is no good, I know, because Hamre: 
been testing water here so often. When my husband used | 
to work for the Health Department, they used to test 


the water here every week. They're telling people, 


don't use the water. If you're going to use that 
water for drinking, make sure you boil the water 
before ur children drink it. We know that the 
water is not too safe. This is why we've been getting 
water deliveries from town since last ehree years. 

We pay six dollars a month. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
So, they still use the water 
from the lake. Why? Because some of them are not-- 
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they don't have enough money to buy their own water 
from water delivery which is safe. But they use 
the water which is not safe from the lake. That's 
why thousands of children are--they get sick. 


Right now there's two mines 


here in Yellowknife Bay here. They are the ones that 


are spoiling our water and our drinking water and 


Hee much money they are making out of our own land 
here. At least they should buy the water for the 
people who haven't got the money here to pay for 
their own water. They should help the people. 

Like we hear that the water 
is no good. What about the fish? In the future, 
for about ten years, I don't believe that we might 
have safe drinking water or have a safe fish. We 
have got a problem even with the mine Aah aren: 
What about the pipeline? Like if the pipe breaks 
and the gas or oil spills, then we're going to have 
lots of problems there. That's what the old people 
are saying and I agree with them. 

Living off the land is 
really good. The last time when we had two weeks 
off here, we went out for one whole week. It is 
really good. The way I see it, it's really good. 
So, the bush or live off the land, it's really good. 
When we're out for two weeks or one week, on the 
way back we were travelling and when we were 
travelling, we can't hardly see a little ways from 
the smoke and that's from the forest fires. 


What will happen if the gas 
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last two years, the forests have been burning but 


Chief Charlo 
Celine MacKenzie 





or oil line is in and then it catches on fire? It 
will spoil all the land. In the past we've been 
without pipelines. So, I don't think we should have 
the pipeline. In the past here, if there was a 
forest fire, they used to pick up:some boys here and 


the young people to go out fire fighting. For the 


they haven't picked up anybody from here that I know 
to go and fight fires. They just let the forest 
fire just keep on. Why? It's because the government 
says there's no money to fight fires, to pay anybody 
to“put''ta- “fire ‘out: 

Well, if this pipeline comes 


through, will there be money for fighting fires then? 





Everybody or all the people say that the pipeline 
will destroy the land. That's why all the people 


say they don't want a pipeline and this is what we 


think too. We don't want a pipeline. That's as 
far as I want to say. Thank you. 
(WITNESS ASIDE) 
THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you, 


Mrs. Tobie. Does anybody else want to speak? I 


think Chief Charlo wanted to say something before 
we closed the meeting. 
CHIEF JOE CHARLO, resumed: 
THE INTERPRETER: Who wants to 
speak? We've still got a little time yet. Who wants 
to speak? Even women or--he's asking he said. 


CELINE MACKENZIE, sworn: 


THE’ WITNESS: Mr. "Berger, I 
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was with the Berger Inquiry when it was being held 


in Rae Lakes and Lac La Martre and Fort Rae. I had 


wanted to speak so much. That's why I'm here now. | 
I'd just like to say that I think if the Berger | 


Inquiry is concerned, I think that is why you're here, 


because you're concerned about what might happen if 


the pipeline should be built. 


I don't think it's very much 
that the people ask that the land claim should be 
settled. What the pipeline companies are asking of 
the people is big and what they're asking, they say 
the pipeline will not have all that big, disastrous 
effect but I think it will and the people are really 
concerned about that and you've heard them tell you 
lots of times. Tonight is abe another example of 
their concern and their fear. If the pipeline should 
burst, what will cee to their land, the animals | 
and all the food that they live off the land? I 
think they have--they ‘don't have any money at all and 
I don't think that they care to make money and the 
only people that are going to benefit from a pipeline 
is the oil companies and southern Canada and the 
United States. 

In the United States, we all 
know they have plenty of money. They've got lots 
of money that they can use the money to build a 
pipeline and they have a lot of peiiei cea control. 
This is what I hear. I think what they say is true, 


because I think what they say about money is ‘money 


has power. The people here, they don't have any 
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about it and I'm afraid too because if the pipeline 


should go through, all the promises that are being 


Celine Mackenzie 


money and maybe this is why they have been taken 
advantage of because having no money, they didn't 
have any education either. I think this is one of 
the reasons they were taken advantage of and I think 
this is probably what might have happened or might 


happen again. I think this is why they're concerned 


made I don't think will be kept. I think some of 





them will be but most of the things that they talk 
about, like education and six years of jobs that aia | 
be available for the people; I think those jobs will 
be only for a couple of years and those jobs that 
they talk about will only go to the experts. 

This is what I think about 
when I hear a lot about the pipeline. I also think 
when the people say--when they talk about their Pasa i 
I really think they RucumeeRe they're talking about | 
and I'm not going to sit here and tell you about the | 
past treaties or how the elders lived, because I've | 
never lived their way of life and I don't know. Just 
listening to the elders and my relatives and my 


friends speak about it, I'm afraid for them too. T'm | 


afraid about the pipeline and I really think that 





it shouldn't be built. 

Before I spoke, I wanted to | 
speak in those communities for awhile, especially | 
in my home town, Fort Rae, because I wanted my 
relatives, my grandmother especially and my father 


| 

| 

So 

to hear me speak on it and I'm sorry I didn't over ith 
| 
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my home town. I am glad I'm here to speak to you on 
what I feel and it makes me real glad. 
(WITNESS TRANSLATES THE ABOVE) 

(WITNESS ASIDE) 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
very much. 

ISADORE TSETTA, resumed: 

THE INTERPRETER: It seems like 
the hearing is going to end pretty soon. It looks 
like nobody wants to speak. So, I just want to say 
a little word. 

After I'm finished probably 
the Chief will say something. I'm really pleased to 
see all the people here. You heard all the people 
spoke and you got everything down on everything. 

The way all the people spoke 
here and I hope the government Listens to us that the 
one thing we say that we don't like and it's no good 
for us and I hope the seer ndene could listen to us. 
Yes, we are councillors. We just want to say thanks. 
This is what I wanted to say. So, this is all I 
wanted to say. 

(WITNESS ASIDE) 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you. 

FRED BETSINA, resumed: 

THE WITNESS: Yes, thanks 
a lot, Mr. Berger, for having so much patience like 
that and listening to all this talking there. I 
know it's been two years since you've been going on 
this Inquiry there, you know, and I really appreciate 


that you've come down here for two nights in a row, 
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Joe Tobie 


staying up this late and keeping you away from your 
bed there. 

There's not too much I can 
say, Mr. Berger. The way I've heard what the people 
are talking about and the people saying that they don' 
want the pipeline going through and which I agree. 


What I'd like to see done is get the land claim 


settled first and then he can do what he wants with 


the pipeline after that. Thank you very much. 
(WITNESS ASIDE) 
THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you. 


JOE TOBIE, resumed: 


THE WITNESS: Well, on behalf 


of the people here, I'm very pleased that I've been 


travelling with you for over a year now. This is the 





last community hearing we have here. I'm so pleased, 


that's why I can hardly speak now. But anyway, we 
had a good time.on account of this Pipeline Inquiry 
and we travelled lots of countries and I've seen 
lots of people. I met lots of people which I was 
pleased with too. So, I couldn't say too much right 
now. One thing, I don't know if I said, but na 

like to say it now and maybe I said it already but 
like the people spoke about the pipeline They don't 
want a pipeline. ‘They want the railroad. 

Even though the people say 
they don't want the pipeline, but Ste calee to go 
through one of these days. We should have the land 
claims first. If the pipeline is going to come 


through, like Father Adam say in Inuvik, why don't 





‘ st 
om 

a 
+. 


’ at: i he : giheee 
a ae ons | 








eiqoed. ond tenw bused wt yaw oat fea ia ms in beesp' 
nh wean ne pian eigoeq ert bas 20 iA one 
‘oops I doe bits Hewoxds paiog entiegia ors ana 
mis to bast ert sep ak anob 99a oF oxit b'I ect 
atiw mee ed pact ob aso on nodt bao tenth belstee 
. 
ioum yitev voy AaqsaT panty 0230 oni leat — 
(40%24 @aavTIW) | 
oy AnsHT sH3MOLBIMMOD SHY 
: bomueats SLOT HOU he 


i Leded mo stow 1 ESReT iw SRT 


neod oy'I tede beaselqg yrev m'I ened siqoeq ent " | AL : 
sit al aint .Wwom 188y 4 tevo xot voy dtiw palffevexd A ay 
5easelg oe m* I .sied eved ew paixsed yiinummoo testi at: | 
ow ,yswyns tv .won Neeqge vibusd neo I ydw a'ssdt | a 
yrivpal satlegtd etsit to tavoces ao emiz boop 6 bs di is SLE 
neoe ev'l bre aelxIayoo to esol bellevexs ew brs Jes 
2sw I doidw sflgoegq to atol ann I .elqeeq to ajol los 7 
jdpia doum ooF yae f'aAbIpoo I ,oe .008 dt iw bsaselg zis 
b'I tud ,biga I tk word t'nob I ,paidy enc .won . Es 
gud ybsorls +i bise I sdysm Bas won st vig ot stil jes 
*nob yext anileqtq erit tuods eiloga elqgoeq sit eNXil 1 ea 
‘hentia eit stasw yout -snileqiq 6 3naw 4 es, 


yse Sigosg esniz dpyols neva 7 
op of eritop a'st tud ,enileqigq edt Phe # SOR yor’ 
basi seit oven biuyoda eW -aysb sueds to ‘eno guoxds 

eimoD ot pntop ai enilegiq eit ur otexit al 


Cipert aa. 
j*aob enw livuat at Yee, mebA. xaritst exit , fpr 








Joe Tobie 8435 
Cite, oa Charlo 


they have a smaller pipe instead of 48 inches and 
I agree with him. We should have the pipe which is 
smaller than 48 or 42. This way the gas might last 
for I don't know how many years, but I don't mean 
that we should have a pipeline. I-can't break the 


people's words because they don't want a pipeline. 





I agree with them too. 

| If the pipeline comes through, 
T would like’ to see it smald] Also, in the past 

there has been lots of development that went on which 
we don't get nothing out of it. But if the development 
is going to come through again, I think that we 

should have the royalties from what development comes 
up from now on. The people want the railroad which 
I'd like to explain this to the people because I | 
heard how much of the land is going to be spoiled. | 


So, I'd just like to say this in our language. 





(INTERPRETER TRANSLATES ABOVE) 
THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you, 


Mr. Tobie. 


| 
CHIEF JOE CHARLO, resumed: 

THE INTERPRETER: Here in « 
hall, it looks like hardly any Dene around. There's | 
only white people here. So, it looks like nobody will | 
be speaking again. Yes, my friends, it looks like | 
everybody must have spoke. So, whoever spoke, they | 
probably went home. I didn't know that the Inquiry | 
would come down here and have a hearing here. But the 


way I see the young people and the old people and the 


women, they spoke, and I'm really pleased with ee 
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really thank them too. 

Like today we're having a 
meeting here. When we're going to talk, we're sworn 
in by the Bible to tell the people our truth, what 
we think. When we do speak, just before we do speak, 
we are sworn in by the Bible and when we are sworn 
by the Bible, we think about God. What we have to 
say, we hope that God listens to us. This is what 
we've got on our mind when we are sworn in. 

We've been here for the last 
two nights and we've been talking about the pipeline. 
We heard from lots of people that they said they 
don't want a pipeline because it will bring disaster 
to their land. So, for the last two nights this is 
what we've been talking about. When we talk about 
this land we know the earth is round and what about 
the gas in the center of the earth? If it catches 
fire, what's going to happen? It's just going to 
blow and that will be it. 

We've been having a hearing 
here and then talking to the Berger. Berger is 
listening to us. When we talk, we talk like we talk 
from the bottom of our hearts and we--it seems like 
we're just begging to tell Berger to tell] the 
government not to push the pipeline through. When 
I heard about this Pipeline Inquiry, it's. been on 
just about two years now, and I hear oes the Inquiry 
has been visiting all the communities and when I 
thought about that, I didn't know that we will have 


a hearing here. But now, here we are. 
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I'm not speaking your language 
but.I've got a.vtranslator here. ..It seems,,that, I'm 
just speaking your own language and whenever I speak 
and while looking at you and you looking at me, and 
I'm really pleased that you came down here and I 
wish Berger, if he gets down to Ottawa, I hope he 


will tell the government about this. You guys have 





been through all the North, to all the communities 
and you've heard from the people and this is the 


last one here. So, we should both try to tell the 


Lord to help us, each other. 

I hope you think about what 
we talked about and I hope we get the help from the | 
Lord that in the future, that what we said about | 
this pipeline, that it might destroy and hope that 
God will listen to us and help us. This is going 
to be the last, so nen though we are not the same 


colour but yet we're still cousins and brothers and 





sisters. So, this is all I want to say and I'm 
very pleased that you came down here to have a 
hearing here and hope in the future that we'll get 
help from God that we can work together. Thank you. 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 





THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
very much, Chief, and members of the Council and those 
of you who participated in the hearing. This is our 
last community hearing and we have had : long journey | 


to visit every city and town and every village and 


settlement in the Yukon and the Northwest Territories 





along the route of the pipeline and we've listened 
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to hundreds of people of all ages and all races and 
I “think it's fitting ‘that our last hearing should 
end at one in the morning because they usually do. 


If I may, Chief, while we're 





here and since this is our last meeting, I want to 
thank my friends, Joe Tobie and Louis Blondin and 
Jim Sittichinli and Abe Okpik and Whit Fraser 


who have travelled with me throughout the North to 





thirty-five communities and have told people all over 
the North and all over Canada what has been said at 
all of those hearings. 

Strong feelings have been 
expressed tonight and that has happened again and 
again at the hearings we've held and I think that's 
a good thing because it means that when people come 
to this Inquiry, they speak their minds. We have 
tried to find out An we can about the North, about 


its peoples and its environment. So, we have asked 





the people that live here to tell us what they know 
about the creatures of the bush and the Barrens and 


the rivers and the sea. We have asked the people 





who live here to tell us about their past and what 
they believe the future ought to hold for them. 

It has taken time but it's | 
been worth it because we have seen much and we have | 
heard much and we have learned much. We have a | 
decision to make about the future of the North, about 


the construction of a gas pipeline and an oil pipeline, 


about the establishment of an energy corridor and 





this Inquiry's job is to make sure that we understand 
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the consequences of what we're doing, to consult with 
the peoples of the North who will have to live with 
whatever decision we make, and to see that that 
decision is one that will stand the test of time. 

So, I must say good night. 


(PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED) 
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